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TODO THE 


READER. 


Ere there no Gentceler Langnaze, nor more decent 

\ \ Schemes of Speech to 4dareſs thee in, than thoſe 
uſed by Mr. Alſop, I ſhould not be fo anmanuer- 

ly and Rude, nor fo far bath diſparage ana affront 

thee, 4s to bid thee welcome by a Preface, to the Extert ain- 
ment which thou wilt find here provid:d. For as uo man 
writes 4 Book, who would not be Glad to have Gueſts, that 
might with a diſtinguiſhing Guit, and a digeſtive Appetite, 
be both ready and deſirous to partake of the Viands, which 
he hath drefſd for them; ſo it is but a peice of Decency and 
Good Breeding, to meet them Civilly at the Door, and to in- 
troduce them in a Comely and Reſpeitful manner, And whoſo- 
ever receives them after a Jecring Faſbion, cannot be thoag ht 
to deſign the making a Treat, but to Gratify his own Splene- 
tick Diftemper, in the cbtaining an occaſion to Laugh. Ner 
did ever a Perſon of the moſt Ordinary Dilcretion, ſet « Buf- 
foon, or a Merry Andrew at his Gate, to beſtow the Recep- 
tive and Welcoming Complement «pon hrs Friends whom 
he had invited; whatſoever uſe he mizht make of thoſe Peo- 
ple «fterwards, in order togive Diverſion, and raiſe Mirth. 
Which nevertheleſs is the method, that either Mr. Alſop's 
Education or Malaay, have influenced him to take, in the 
Accoſting of his Reader. Scee:nz beſides the downright Buf- 
foonry that Glares him in the face , throuzh his tclling 
him, That it may ſerve for his Morrification in ſome de. 
gree, that he is poſtpon'd, from the Preface to the Poſt- 
A 2 ſcript, 


To the Reader. 


ſcript, from the Van to the Rear, and that he who has 
commonly pretended to Ride in State on the Fore-Horſe, 
is degraded to come behind with the Portmanteu. 

All the reſt of rhe Courtſhip which he thinks him wor. 
thy of, is perfettly Clowniſh, Fantaſtick and Foppiſh ; 
namely, That it ought not to make him proud, that he is 
Careilſed, Complemented, and Addreſſed by the Scribling 
Tribe, ard made the Judge of Life and Death to every Pa- 
per that ſhall dare to look abroad into the publick : For, 
ſays he, it may ſerve to humble thee, that whac carries the 
Appearance of Nonour, is, if well conſidered, a Real 
Burthen, to be ſurcharged with the common Titles of the 
Judicious and Legrned, the Courteous and Candid, the Im- 
partial and Indifterent, and whatever other goodly Epi- 
thets a Wretched Cauſe may need, or a Fruittul Inventi- 
on produce, cither to blind his Judgment, or bribe his 
AﬀeTions, p. 243. of his Vind, of the Faithful Reb. The 
whole whereof, as it is Pedantick and Boariſh ; {oif I know a+ 
ny thing of the Rules of Converſation, and of the Meaſures 
of Civility, it is to dreſs up his Reader in a Yellow Coat, 
and then to point at him as an Objeft of Deriſion and Ridis 
enle. But there being great te off Stiles, and a wonger- 
ful Variety, as wel! as Cepiouſneſs of Words and Terms, no 
Perſon that is vertuous and well-bred, can be under a neceſſity 
of Accoſting an other in Phraſes Learned at the Plough and 
Harrow, or which are borrowed from a Jack-pudding on the 
Mountebanck Stage. However, Reader, thou wilt have the 
teſs cauſe to be offeuded at Mr. Alſop's Pedantick, Foppiſh and 
Buffocnry way of application to thee, when thou obſerveſt that 
he not only treateth all others of whatſoever Quality or Cha- 
zatter they be, after the ſame Childiſh and Ridiculous man« 
ner ; but imwhat a Ludicrous way he ſpeaks of the Eternal 
Connſels of G34, and of the Great Articles of the Chriſtian 
tetth, For it being his Top Accompliſhment and his pecue 


liarly 


To the Reader. 


Harly diſtinguiſhing Talent, to turn every thing be writes of 
:#t0 Droll and Laughter ; it were to expet be ſhould ceaſe to 
be, what thro? Gemins, Manners, and Cuſtom, he Prides him- 
ſelf to have attained unto, to think he ſhould Addreſs his 
Reader #n other Terms, than in ſuch which ſerve to make a 
jeſt of him. It may ſeem indeed difficult, how to make any 
words Miniſterial to a cleanly, modeſt, and grave purpoſe; after 
he hath thus Tranſpoſed, perverted, and Debanched them into 
Subſerviency to Foppiſhneſs, Drollery, an4 Buffoonry ;, but even 
that is not altogether Imprat#:cable, ſeeing words taken ſingly 
and apart, are netther good nor bad, but the Benefit or Mif- 
cheif by them lyes in their Texture, Vſe, and Application. For 
the very ſame Terms, which rhro* betng browoht into one kind 
of Aſſociation, Expreſs nothing but Smuttine(ſs, Ribaldry, 
or very Boariſh Thoughts ; yet being otherwiſe R-gimented and 
MarſhaPa into ſentences, they ſerve to declare the Nubleſt 
Conceptions, and in the handſomeſt and cleanticft manner. In 
a word it is the Meaneſs and Impwity ; or the Loftineſs and 
Innocency of the Thought ; wh:ch 71ides ro Language, that 
is unſullied, grateful, and ately ; or unto that wh:ch w naſty, 
diſtaſtfnl, and Beggarly. Now reader, thi T dn forbear giv» 
ing thee the Titles of Judicious, Learned, Courreous, Cans» 
did, &*c. Leaſt thou ſhould*ſt believe rhat thro? repeating My. 
Alſop*s Terms, I do it upon the ae{i'n of mocking thee, as 
he hath done; yet 1 ao aſſure thee, 1h: the more thou deſerveſt 
thoſe Appellations, I ſhall be the G/ad*-, and rh+ leſs Appre» 
hend or Fear thy Cenſnre. If the Spettacie that thou art ins 
wvited to, be not in all things ſo cprrinb » 19d d (Uightful,as 
thou could't wiſh ; nevertheleſs, 1 "ops thou wilt fee cauſe to 
confeſs, that the Fault is not mine, ' (bu; all which T undere 
took, or was under my power, was" 'y 19 (her the Creature in 
his own Shapes, but not to render that Comely and Beautiful, 
which is Monſtrous aud Deformed. 
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To the Reader. 


And indeed my bringing him forth, and expoſing of him; wif 
wot to raiſe Laughter in the SpeCtators, but Loathing and Indig- 
nation. 

And as it was upon thoſe Matives, and thro) an Exerciſe of 
thoſe Paſſions in my ſelf, that I have led him about to be ſeen 
and View'd; ſo Tſhall attain a great part of my Deſire and Aim 
by the doing of it, if all People will but fall into my Sentiments, 
and accordingly declare their Reſenutments. However it is not 
the Miniſter I have Rebakt'd or had to do with, but the Man, 
who hath forgot as well as diſgraced his Funttion. His think» 
ing that his Office ſhould prorci? 111m in Writing ImPiouſly and 
with Scurriltty, doth but make his Chaſtizement both the more 
neceſſary and juſt. And what Exbanceth his Crime, is not to be 
Admitted as a Plea aud Excujc for his Eſcaping Puniſhment. 
Nor were any thing more Incongruous, than to favour him upon 
the Account of his Charafter, when he himſelf has Praftically 
Renounced it. Had }t been ſome Lay Droll, or one avowedly 
2 who had Written in the manner that he hath done, he 
had Adted but auſwerably to the Badge he wears; and it would at 
moſt have only Declared him an Enemy of, and a Rebel againſt 
the Laws of our Holy Religion; but for a Preacher of the Goſ- 
pel to do it, is to Fight againlt the Crown and- Dignity of his 
Maſter, under the Authority of a Commiſion from himſelf; ſo 
that he is not only to be accounted and purſued as an Enemy and 
a Rebel, but as a Traytor to both. In a Word, all that canbe 
thought ſevere here apon Mr. Alſop doth only touch his Perſon, 
and no ways his Office. 1t being the Buffoon and. Player whom 
I have only had to do with, and not the Paſtor or Parſon. Aud 
that which would have Tuſtified a greater Severity than I havs 
uſed towards Mr, Alſop, is not only becauſe of the Stile in which 
he hath Written ; but by reaſon of his having had the Vanity to 
fay to divers of his Friends upon the Publiſhing of his laſt Book, 
that he had Ground Mr. Lo4b to Powder, and if it proved 
not {o, he would be contented to be Pounded into Duſt _ 

Ell, 


To the Reader. 
"ſel Which tho 1 will not have the Haughtineſs and Folly to 
Aﬀffirm that he is ; yet I will ventnre to give my Opinion, that 
the not only Sung an Epinikion and Panegyrick too ſoon over his 
fancied Achievements,and ſuppoſed Viftory ; but that it is by this 
time apparent, he may be better credited in the Quality of a Pre- 
fager and Prophet, of the Fate and Deſtiny which did await him, 
than he is to be believed as an Hiltorian of the Conqueſts 
which he had made. 
Nor do I, Reader, beg thy Favour in Relation to any thing 
of my own, that thou wilt here meet with ; but all that I ao 
crave, # thy Impartiality ; which the vouchſafing, is but to do 
Right and Juſtice tothy ſelf, if thou ſhouldſt grndg to do them 
to me. And the leſs thou haſt of Prepoſſeſſion, Faitious Pre- 
.Judices, intemperate Heats, Ignorance, Immorality and Il. 
breeding ; and' the more thou haſt of Learning, Generous E- 
dncation, and of Social, as well as of Chriſtian Virtues, the 
more readily do I ſubmit, both my ſelf, and what I have here 
written, unto thee, as unto a Competent Tuds. Ang tho 1 
have not the V anity to expett from thee 4pplanſe or Reward, 
get without injury to thy ſelf, thou canſt not avoid giving it 
as thy Sentextial Opinion, that it was needful upon many 4c- 
counts, that this ſhould have been done, and that the only thing 
to be regretted, is, that it was not undertaken by a Better Hand, 
and perform d with greater Accuracy and Exattneſs, "Where- 
wato thou shalt always find me as willing to ſubſcribe, as I am 
to Publith and Approve my ſelf, 


Thy Humble Servant. 


The Er74t4 of che Preſs are ſo Mny, and Diverſe of them ſo Groſs, that unleſs Coy » 
refted, the Diſcourſe will in ſeveral places, be found neither Senſe, nor Engliſh, 
Wherefore I deſire, that whoſoever ſhall think fit to peruſe theſe ſheets, would 
be ſo kind both to himſelf and to me, as- to Amend them by this Epitome and 
Examplzr before he begins to Read. VVhich containeth no Miſ{pellizzs or 

wrong Pointings, (theſe being leſt to the Care and Candor of others ) but doth 

only mark out ſuch faulrs as do ſenfibly affe& the matter, and withovt the Fe- 

form whereef, many things cannot be underſtood. 
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TO THE 


Reverend Paſtors and Bretbren 


OF THE 


Cong2egational Way, 


Hough the Preaching of the Word of God ; the 
Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments, and 
whatſoever elſe properly belongeth to the Paſto- 
ral Office, be claimed by, and ought to be Ac- 

knowledged to ſtand veſted in, and to be confined, and 
circumſcrib'd unto thoſe of the Eccleſiaſtical Order; unleſs in 
ſome caſes of Abſolute and Indiſpenſable neceſſity ; yet the 
Care and Defence both of the Credenda and Agenda of our 
Religion, being made, and conſtituted the Peculiar of no 
one Rank of Men, to the Excluſion of the reſt, it would 
therefore be no Invaſion upon the Province of ſuch as are 
Stiled Dzvines, ſhould one, who (beſides his being a Chri- 
ſtian) pretendeth to no Title or CharaQter ſave that of a 
Gentleman,aſſume the Liberty Y Engaging in your Theolo- 
gical Diſputes. And ſeeirig thoſe of theLairy ſocalled,are ſup- 
poſed to be leſs Addifted to <5_ Ta and FaQtions, and _ 

or- 


2 [2 ] 
fortifyed agatgſt. Impreſfions from ſecular and worldly In- 
tereſts, than of the Cergy are Apprehended, or found 
to be; they may thereupon be thought Qualified to think 
with more calmneſs, to write with greater Temperance, and 
to Determine with leſs Partiality, than we ſometimes ſee 
praQtſed in the Polemicks of the latter, Yea, conſidering 
with what Uindecency, Rudeneſs and Scurrility, Contro. 
verſics about the Dofrinals of our Faith, have been lately 
managed by a certain Presbyterian T hologue, it is become not 
only pardonable and lawful, but in a manner neceſſary, 
to have them undertaken by Perſons of another Tribe; 
whoſe Civil Breeding and Social Vertues, will guide them 
to Diſcourſe and Write with Modeſty and Good manners, 
tho they may not do it with that Sophiſtry, and in thoſe 
Terms of Scholaſtick $quabble, which are AﬀeCted by ſuch, 
who ſet up for, and do value themſelves upon the Leger. 
demain Knacks and Tricks of killing their Adverſaries, and 
triumphing over their Reputation, when they have neither 
wounded nor touched them. Nor can any thing be more 
defireable, or worthy of Greater Commendation, than to 
have Differences, whether greater, or Leſſer about Reli- 
_ matters, contraſted, and tranſated with ſuch a 
pirit of meekneſs and humility, and in that Innocent, Tem- 
perate and cleanly ſtile, as may not only Proclaim an In- 
genuous Education, but be Ornamental to the Goſpel ; and 
not with a virulence, clouniſhneſs and ribaldry, favouring 
of aBear.Garden , and which would be both Deteſted and 
thought Puniſhable in Carmen, Porters, and in thcle at 
Billingſgate, who are Proverbial for all that is unmannerly 
and Brutal. For to whatſoever degrees of Lazineſs, or 
varieties of hurtful as well as Impertinent Diverſions, t00 
many of our Gentry have Refign'd and Abandoned them- 
ſelves, and notwithſtanding that contempt and Brr/e/quing 
of ReveaPd Relipion, which ſome of them through a o_ 
| VEUREtS 
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vedneſs in their morals have ventered upon in hope thereby 
to excuſe and juſtify their PraQtical Condutt ; yet there are 
diverſe both among the Grand and the Petite Nobles; who 
with reſpet to their Natural Parts, their Inſtruction in 
the Belles Lettres, acquaintance with all the kinds of good 
Literature, and their penetration into the Controverſies 
of Religion, ſo far as the knowledge of them 15s Uſeful and 
ſubſervient to Faith, and Holineſs,do cqual and exceed very 
many of our Theologues. Of which number, tho I Could 
mention ſeveral, whole late writings againſt ArLeci/m, Deiſm, 
Popery, Secinianiſm, and all kinds of Irreligion, and Lreens 
tiouſneſs,have obtain'd them an Honourable and Juſt eſteem 
among ſuch as are either good Scholars, or {crious Chriſti- 
ans ; yer I ſhall at this time put Mr. W. and Mr. 4. only 
in remembrance of one, namely of Edward Polhill, Eſq; That 
wasa Lenyer and a Juſtice of the Peace, who in a Dilcourle 
Publiſhed Azno 1673. concerning the Points now under 
Debate (and which was then Recommended to the world 
by the Prefatory Epiſtles of Dr. Owen, and Dr. Seaman, that 
had the moſt uncontroverted CharaQter of all thoſe of their 
reſpective Perſuaſions, for Literature and Piety) hath be- 
ſides his handling of the moſt Important DoQtrines of Re: 
velation, with wonderful modeſty and with Singular 
ſtrength of Argument from Scripture and Reaſon, given 
us likewiſe, by the Terms, in which he Expreſſed his lenti- 
ments about them, a Preſident, that may Authorize and 
Juſtify Mr. Lobb in the Uſe of that Phraſe, for which 
thoſe two, whom you call your Brethren, have thought 
fit to make it both the Deſign of their Books, and the 
ſubje&t matter of -their Converſation with Women, as 
well as with Men, to Expoſe, and Lampcon him. The 
Paſſage which I do Intend and Referr unto is in the 
forementioned Authors Book of the Divine Will, conſidered 


in it's Eternal Degrees, and Holy Execution of them, pag. 226, 
Chriſt 


[ 4 ] 


Chriſt (fays he) in hs frſt _ ſuſtained two Diftinet 
Yerſons, his own, and ours: as he was in his own Perſon, 
he was without Sin ; but as he was our Surety, and ſuſtained 
our Perſons, /o our Sins were Imputed to him, and Imputed 
to him according to Truth, becauſe be was ſuch, 1, e, that upon 
his being Sporſor for us, he became ſ#bſ#itutively Guilty, 

tho he continued always Perſonally Tnnocent, | 
Nor could a Gentlemay?s interpoling in thoſe Controver. 
ſes, be conſtrued for an Intended Reflection on Mr. Lobbs 
Performances: ſeeing all who are not more the Partizens 
of a FaRion, than Advocates for Truth, will upon a peru- 
ſal of what he hath written, find chemſelves obliged ro 
Confeſs, that he hath not only handled thoſe matters which 
have been under debate, with-Laudable ftrength and Ree 
markable ſincerity, in Oppoſition to the moſt ſhameful 
Triflings, and the Groſſeſt ſubterfuges, that ever men, pre- 
tending to the Loweſt meaſure of I»te/lefFuals ana Morals, 
without Renouncing the Latter, and forteiting the former, 
could Proſtitute themſelves unto; but that he hath alſo 
under the higheſt Provocations, which Inſolent, Slaoderous, 
Smutty, and batbarous Treatment could excite and give 
motives unto, behaved himſelf with that Temperance, 
Candor and Brotherly Reſpeft, that his Place and Cha- 
raCter, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, Required of him, and as 
became the Degree of a Ge»tleman, and the Education of a 
Scholar. So that for me, or for any other that is not 
both better Adapted and more Tavited unto it than I am, 
to offer to come into his Aſſiſtance, with thoſe poor Re- 
cruits of Rational, or Theological Learning, which I have 
been with ſome Induſtry Labouring to Attain, were both 
to Rob him of the thanks that are due unto him for 
having Vindicated and ſecured thoſe Truths, which 
his Antagoniſts have contriv'd to Undermine and ſupplant, . 
and to become Guilry of the Little and mean Vanity ” 
Attack” 


[5] 


Attacking a yielding as well as a Routed Eenemy. For all 
the viftory he contended for, is no more, than that when 
our open, and Avowed Adverſaries the Socinians and Ar- 
-inians, Cannot by force and dint of Arguments beat us off 
the D:&rinals of our Faith; they may neither be Filched 
and Trapar'd from us, by the Clandeſtine Arts, nor clan- 
cularly ſurrexdred, if not ſhametully Betrayed, thro either 
the I2norance or the Conſpiracy of thoſe, who Pzzch their 
Tents in our own Camps, March with us under the ſame 
Colonrs, and who by wearing the Livery of Orthodox Di- 
vines, exatt and Receive Salaries, and Pay, as Guardians 
of the Reformed Belief, againſt both the Remwon/trants, and 
thoſe of the Cyacovian Creed. And lo if there be not an Un- 
preſidented Meaſure of D:ſ/imnlation, and foolery in the laſt 
Replies both of Mr. 4. and Mr. W, he hath either gained, 
and Proſelyted them unto, or wrelted; and Extorted from 
them, all that is materialin what he hath betn Pleading 
for; namely, that our Lord Jeſus Chritt upon his under 
taking to be a Mediator between God and us, came under 
the Sarttion of the Law, which we had violated and there» 
upon had the Gu:/e of our Sins Legally transferred upon, 
and Judicial Imputed to him, fo as to be the meritorious 
Cauſe of his ſufferings, which he thro #zdergoing in our 
room, and ſtead, diJ thereby Expiate them and make Ar- 
tonement for us. 


And as to thoſe Terms and Phraſes, about which they 
Continue to {quabble, with an Impercinence. Ialincericy, 
and chicaxe, that would be Reproachfull.in the Mercenary 
Scriblers of Be/dwin's and Snowdens weekly Hercaries ; they 
have hitherto been able to Aſſign no Reaſon, why he ſhould 
be Aſhamed of, and depart fromthem. Secing that as with- 
out a ſtrange Frontleſneſs, they can neither deny their ha. 
ving been Uſed by the moſt eminent Theological Writers, 
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that ever Aſſerted, and vindicated the Do#7rine of Chriſt's 
ſatisfattion, from and againſt the Sophiſms, Obloquies, 
Deriſions and Blaſphemies of the Socizians; nor pretended 
Tgnorance of, or dare to Contraditt the meaning, and ſenſe 
which hath been Aﬀixed unto them, by thole that beſt 
underſtood thoſe controverſies, and have manaped them 
with the moſt ſucceſs, againſt the Common Enemies of 
the Principal Fundamentals of our Chriſtian Faith, without 
being in the Leaſt ſuſpeQed of verging to Antincmianiſm; 
ſo they cannot without a meaſure of 4ſſurance, whereof no 
modeſt Perſon would be fond, and without the becoming 
Lyable to the Charge of Apparent Defamation, pretend 
that he hath otherwiſe Uſed and Applyed them, than in 
and according to the ſtated and fetled ſignification, and 
Import that they were Deſigned unto, towards the ſecu- 
ring and being a Fence abour, as well as ſor the Conveying 
thele Truths with the greater Perſpicuity to the minds of 
Believers, in which they have had their Place given and 
Aſſigned them, in order to the application of them. And tho 
I will neither Cenſure, nor Condemn any Perſons as Hetrc- 
dox, for Declining to expreſs their Sentiments in the Forms, 
Mecades, and Schemes of Speech, that are molt Legitimated, 
and mage Current by Vulgar Uſe, when I find them to be 
at an Agreement with the reſt of the Reformed Divines in 
and about Dodrinal Articles; And will only blame them 
for their AﬀeC&ted and Phamaſtick ſqueamiſhneſs, or Ap- 
prehend ſome weak place tobe abovt them, and that their 
uppermoſt Rooms are not over-well furniſhed ; yet when 
I find fuch a Byaſs and Turn given to the Principles of our 
Belief, and ſuch a Gloſs, meaning and Paraphraſe pur upon 
them, as will both Expoſe them to the Attacques, and ſur- 
render them to be Triumph'd over by thoſe that Rzdzcule 


.as well as Deny them; namely, That o«r Sr7s were only an 
Occaſion of the Sufferings of Chriſt, and not preperty the merj- 
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forious Cauſe of them ; and that his ſufferings were not truly, only, 
but Analogically Penal. As that Great and Learned Man Mr- 
Baxter, (whoſe Memory, notwithſtanding his Miſtakes in 
diverſe very ſubſtantiall DoCctrines of Faith, will be always 
Precious, and held in honourable Remembrance,) diſavow- 
edly, and with an Openeſs natural to him, doth Expreſs him- 
ſelf. And as to thoſe Notions as well as Phraſeologies, and 
Modes of Speech, Mr. Williams, for the Defence and Vindica- 
tion of whom, Mr. A!/op hath appeared with ſo much Dog- 
maticall Pride in himſelf, and Inſolent Rudenefs towards 
others, hath (to ſuggeſt no more, nor no worſe at preſent} 
been heretofore found warping ; I do ſay, that in this Caſe, 
it is ſo far from being a PraCtice ſnjurious unto, and a ma- 
Jligning Jealouſie of thoſe, that do thus Exprels themſelves, 
to demand and exaCt of them an Adh+ſion to the Terms 
and Words, which in Conlormity to the greateſt Authors, 
that ever cnter'd the Lilts againſt either Socinus, Crellius 
and their Diſciples, or Epr/coprus, and Crrcellews, &c. or 
Mr:Lobb Uſed, Infiſted upon, and Pleaded for; that to 
ſupercede, and Diſpenſe with it, would argue a ſtrange 
ſupineneſs in refercence unto, and a Criminall Indifterence 
for the moſt momentous Truths of the Goſpel. And the 
rather, becauſe all that have in any Age of the Church de- 
parted from, and riſen up in Oppoſition to the Fundemen- 
tals of the Chriſtian Belief, have at firſt Commenced their 
Quarrels againſt them, on Pretenſions of meerly ſcrupling, 
at certain Words and Phrales, which were not &1:-, or 
Literally, and Syllabically Canonical, And if it would not 
be Judg'd the going beyond what falls within the Sphere 
of a Laick, T would preſume to remind th-ſe rwo lite 
Clerical Writers, that the Terms and Expreſſions, which 
have been Introduced and Adapted both into the Nice? 
and 4thanaſizn Creeds, and into the Canons of the firſt 
Gezeral Councils, for the covering, Guarding and Protett- 
ing 
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ing the Chriſtian Faith, againſt Arias, Neftoriens, Euty- 
chians, &c. were antecedently thought upon and uſed by 
private and Individual Anthors, and borrowed and tranl- i 
planted from thence into the Symbols and Decrees of the | 
Liniverſal Church. Which may ſerve both to Dete&t and 
Anſwer the often Repeated, and vain Boaſtings of Mr. A. 
whereby he ſeeks to Skreen limlelf, viz, That the T erms 
Mr. Lo%6 hath been Contending for, are not hitherto a'- 
lowed a Room in the Corfe//rons of Farth of the Reformed 
Churches. Whereunto I will here only add, that there 
is the Equivalent and Equipollent of them in all thoſe Confeſ- 
fi3ns, and that as the having Recourſe to ſome peculiar 
Words and Phrales, may in Coxtroverſal Difcourſes, where 
Dottrines are Scholaſtically managed, be neceſſary, as well 
as uſefull, towards tne Explanation and Defenc2 of Confeſ- 
f:a1l Articles, which would not have been (o well adap- 
red to theUnderſtanding of all Behevers in the Compendrous 
Draught and {«mmary Declaration of them, which Confeſ+ 
flon: are chicfly calculated for, and deſigned to give. - $9 
T dare knowingly, and therefore with Confidence affirm, 
that there is noching which he hath faid in this matter, 
. that Looks with that ſeverity upon His An:agoniſts, and 
againſt whigh their genmannerly, and rancorous, but weak 
Reflections are fo direQ)y level'd, as what bath been written 
by Grotins, Hyornbeck, Cloppenburg, Voetins, Rivet, Ef- 
 ſeains, and many cthers, to whom they are not to be 
thought comparable either in Theologick Learning in gene- 
ral ; or tor particular Accompliſhments and skill ro conflict 
with the Sacizians and Arminians, And as it is both a Com- 
mendation, and a Glory to have: Learn'd of, and to follow 
and Imitate thoſe great, and Excellent men ; ſo it can be 
no Diſgraceto bear a ſhare in the Contumelies, Aipreſions, 
aod Contempt, which are tarown upon them by theſe Pert, 
and lnarling Sctiblers, rather th1n Accurage Diſputants. 
Put 
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But upon obſerving to. whom Mr. Lobb hath Addreſlcd 
his former Book, in the Nature, and way of an Appeal, and 
the choice he hath made of a Perſon, worthy of the high- 
eſt Veneration for Extenliveneſs of Literature, Solidity of 
Judgment, Jauſlneſs of Thought, Clearneſs and Purity 
of Stile, and for an unbyſs'd and ſincere Regard to Truth, 
as well as for an Exatt Acquaintance with, and a thorough 
Penetration into thcſe Controverſies; and that he hath 
Referred unto him, all that is, and hath been under De- 
bate between him and his Adverſaries, it would proclaim 
a Haughtineſs in me parallel to what anon I am to ac- 
cuſe others guilty of, ſhould I otter farther to interpoſe 
in any of the material Parts of theſe Controverſies, where- 
of the Determination ſcems to bz undertaken by, as well 
as it is expeated from him. Nor can, or will Mr. L. 
be blamed, for the having Eletted him 4rbiter between 
them, in relation to their conre/fed and diſputed Queſti- 
ons, ky any, of what Perſuaſion ſoever, either here or 
elſewhere, to whom his Character is known, as it is to 
all the Learned and Ingenuous of the preſent Age, with, 
and among whom the Dignity whereunto he is Advan- 
ced, and which he bears in the Church, is accounted be- 
low his Merit. And the Eſteem they have for his En- 
dowments, as a Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Prelate, 
makes them to judge and reckon, that no Station, or Ti- 
tle is, or can be Proportionable to his worth, ſave the 
Higheſt and moſt Elevated, that is communicable in theſe 
Kingdoms to thoſe of the Sacred Order. And the Speci- 
en he hath already given of his great Judgment, wonderful 
Moderation, and exatt Impartiality, in a Letter to Mr. 17/- 
{iams (which he hath Publiſhed) about a Commutation of Per- 
ſons between the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thoſe for whom 
he Intentionally Dyed, to. purchaſe both - Forgiveneſs 
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and Eternal'T.ife ; may at once both inlighten, and aſſure Mr. 


Lobb, That the Cauſe for which he hath been contending, 
will not ſuffer Prejudice in his hands ; Seeing in the room of 
Difcharging and Diſclaiming the Phraſe , not to fay, 
of Lampooning, and Ridiculing it , which Mr, A. hath 
Attempted and Endeavoured to do, -with an Air of Pride and 
Prophaneſs, which muſt neceſſarily flow from an Tgnorant, if 
not a Depraved Mind, the Biſhop hath Judiciouſly Aſſigned, 
and Eſtabliſhed the Import of it, without verging ia the 
leaſt to Antin1mianiſm, on the one hand, or gratifying the S0- 
cintans on the other. And though he both Renounceth, and 
overthroweth the Sexſe, to which it hath been Ignorantly 
and Corruptly Perverted by Dr. Criſp, and thoſe who have 
cither «nthinkingly, or Heterodoxly Imbibed his Notions, and 
ſhoweth with what Repugnancy to Common Senſe, Inconſi- 
ſtency to Revelation, Prejudice to Practical Godlineſs, and 
Danger to the Souls of Men, they have affixed that wild mea- 
ning unto it, yet it is with the Gravity, Modeſty, and De- 
cency, which becomes his own CharaQer, and are by Sober 
People expected in all Diſcourſes upon T heological Subjets; 
and not with that Raillery, and Buffounry, which Mr. Alſop 
treats of it, even at the very time, and in the very Book, 
when, and wherein he 1s forced to acknowledge, That it is 
both capable of a very good Senſe, and hath been frequently 
uſed by ſuch as are deſervedly eſteemed the moſt Learned, 
and Orthodox Divines. For not being contented to have 
repreſented it asa Phraſe, thas in all reſpeits carries a mutual 
and reciprocal Sence; and that if Grammar may have leave to 
Judge, muſt ſound ſo to _— Ears, let them be of what Bore 
they will ; he endeavoureth to Burleſque, and render it Ri- 
diculous, by Unſeemly and Fooliſh Compariſons, «f a Com 
wutation of Priſoners between France and England, the exchan- 
ging of Black-acre by A, for White-acre from B ; and of Malt 
by C, for Hops from D. Vindic. of the Faithful Rebake, p. 
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55, 56. which, to put the mildeſt Conſtrution upon, that 
the words, which I have cited, can poſſibly bear, is to be 
Pedantick, and Drolliſh, on a Serious SubjeA, and to make 
Sport and Mirth for the Profane, with what the Wiſeſt, and 
Beſt think is their Duty to believe. Nor is there any Truth 
whatſoever, either in Natural, or Revealed Religion, ſo ſa- 
cred, which they, who will allow themſelves the like Licen- 
tiouſneſs that Mr. A!/ſop aſſumeth, may not Proſtitute and Ex- 
poſe, by Copying aſter this Original. For admitting, that 
they againſt whom he writes, were not only Indiſcreet and 
Unwary in theexpreſling of their Senttments, but even Er- 
roneous, in ſome of their Opinions ; yet they ought to be 
calmly argued with, and not huffingly Buford: and their 
Underſtandings ſhould be addreſs'd, by ſtrong Reaſons c!oa- 
thed in Temperance and Genteel Language, and not their 
Reſentments and Patftions provok'd by unmannerly Alluſt- 
ous, and by nauſeous offenſive Jeſts. And certainly they are 
leſs Criminal before God, who when they Err, do it with 
Modeſty, and Humility, and a Teachableneſs that will ad- 
mit their being reQtify*d ; than they,. who when they plead 

for Truth, do it with Haughtineſs and Scurrility ; ſeeing the 
firſt is only a Mi/take of the Uderſtanding, to which both 

the Wiſeſt, and Beſt, are incident ; whereas the Latter is a 

palpable Fe2u/t of the Will, and has its Source in the Worſt, 

and moſtImmoral Qualities. Whereunto all that I will add 

at preſent upon this Head, is, 'That they, who Regulate both 

their Conceptions, and Expreſſions, about the SatisfaQtion of 

Chriſt, with a Reſpe& and Reverence to the Holineſs and 

Righteouſneſs of God, and his YVeracity in the Santtion, which 

he annexcd to the Law, will not be eaſily prevailed upon to 

abandon the 7erms, and Phraſes, which they have found 

uſeful towards the Declaring and Illuſtrating the Glory of 

thoſe PerfeQtions , and the giving us the moſt Inſtruttive 

and Lively Impreſſions of our Obligation to the Love and 

Com- 


$0 

Cornipaſſion of our Redeemer, in what he became, did, and 
underwent for us ; by reaſon of their having had falſe Para. 
phraſes, and Expoſitions, put upon them, by a few, weak, 
unthinking, and unſtudied People. Seeing, ſhould we upon 
this ſingle, and alone Motive, comply with the Importu. 
nity of Mr. W. and Mr. 4. in this matter, there is hardly 
any Phraſe invented by Men, for the better and clearer con- 
veying their minds to one another, in their ſpeaking and 
writing about the Truths of the Goſpel, or Authorized by 
God in thoſe Revelations he hath vouchſafed us, for the 
Commanding out Faith, and the Adjuſting, and Governing 
the meaſures of it, which we ſhall not upon the like Induce- 
ments be obliged to Forlake and Renounce. For, as in the 
Vertue of that 7opick, and according to that Rule of Procee. 
dure, the 7erms of Trinity, Hypeſtatical Union, yea, the 
word Satisfattion it ſelf, &'c. may be wreſted from, and 
ought to be reſigned by us; ſo there are a vaſt number of 
plain Scriptural Expreſſions, Which muſt be relinquiſhed and 
forſook, as being Impeachable for having had very abſurd ſen- 
ſes affixed unto them, and the having been applied to very 
1]l Purpoſes, As particularly, without mentioning any other, 
that Expreſſion, 7his is my Body ; which Chritt pronoun- 
ced of the Bread, upon the Conſecration of it, in the Sacra- 
mental Supper. yea, the very Phraſe of Chri/t's. Dying in 
our Room and Stead, from the owning whereof Mr. 4. and 
Mr. W., do fo Juſtify and Vindicate their Orthodoxneſs in the 
Article of Chriſt's SatisfaQion, muſt by that reaſon be like- 
wiſe parted with. 

So that upon a Contemplation of what hath been hereto- 
fore, and is now written by Mr. Lobb, and of what is both 
Longed for, and expeQed from the Reverend Biſhop, all that 
falls within my Circle, and remains for me to do, is Civilly 
to Reprimand, and Chaſtize Mr. 4!ſop, tor his Pride and un- 
mannerly treating of Perſons of Equal, yea, of Superiour 

Ver- 
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Vertue, Learning and Merit to himſelf, and for his wri- 
ting of, and concerning ſuch 7 heological Dottrines, as have 
always been, and ſtill are accounted important Articles 
of the Chriſlian Faith, with a Lightnefs and Ribaldry, not 
to be parallel'd in any that value themſelves for Religion, 
or good manners, and whereof we have no Preſident, 
ſave from the Tongues and Pens of the Atheiſtical and Im- 
pious. For inſtead of Reaſoning about matters, upon 
which the Stamp of Divine Authority is ſaid, and pleaded 
to be Impreſſed, with the Gravity, Temperance, and So. 
lidity, which would have been expetted from a Gentle- 
man, or a <cholar, and much more from one called a Mint- 
fter of the Goſpel, he hath Diſcourſed of them ia ſuch a 
Stile of wanton Drolery, Clowniſh Jeſting, unmannerly 
Banter, and Pedantick Repartees, as would be thought a 
Diſgrace unto and Infamous for the Stage, and Judged to 
be Deſigned for no other End, but to give a Diverſion un- 
to, and make ſport for a Mob, and Rabble. Now, for as 
much as the calling him to an Account, and the Rebuking 
him for this, is unſuitable to Mr. Lobbs Genius and Temper, 
and below the Dignity of the Reverend and Learned Bi- 
ſhop, and yet neceſſary, as well as called for, by thoſe who 
do maintain a Zeal for ſupporting the Authority, Majeſty 
and Credit of Divine Revelation, preſerve a Pity and 
Compaſſion for Mr. A!/op, or who entertain a Tenderaeſs 
for the Souls of Men, whoſe Minds and Morals are in Dan- 
ger of being Infected, and Debauched by this Licentious 
way of Writing about Divine things, I will attempt it, 
tho it be with a doing Violence to my Inclination. And 
when others are from a Zeal for the Glory of God, the Ho- 
nour of our Religion, and the Reputation of the Kingdom, 
E mploying their Pens and Parts, to CorreQ and Reform the 
Stage, and for bringing the Poets, Whoſe Labours are 
cheifly Deſigned for the P/ay-Hosſe, to write with Innocen- 
: cy 
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cyand Dec:rum,it would be ſtrangely ſurprizing and incon. 

gruous, ſhould none be ſound to give Check to ſuch of the 

Clergy, as do not only Imitate them in molt of their vices, 

but do fall infinicely ſhort of them, in their Sermons as | 

well as their Polemicks in what is Comely, Pleaſant and 
| 


Inſtruftive in Comedies, And wholoever he was that writ 
the Letter, prefixed to Mr. Lovbs Defence of the Repirt, he 
appears to have been Mr. A/ſops Particular Friend, and to 
have Intended him a Service, in the ſuppoſbog him to be 
Delizous : Seeing the believing him Di/traed, 1s the beſt, 
if not the only Excule, that can be made for his Wild and 
Extravagant Deportments : Madmen being only liable to 
Pity, but not to b/ame. Nor are the Freaks and Foppiſh 
Gambols, or the Outragions Tranſports of thoſe, who are ei- 
ther in B:4lam, or whole condition qualifies them to be 
there, Judg*d Meritorious of other Puniſhment, than of a 
dark Lodging and of Phyſical Diet. Neither will the Do» 
dor bring them to that Sobriety in their Paroxi/ms, as a 
ſturdy and mercileſs Porter will. They are ſooner aw'd 
into a ſullen Calmaeſs, if not into a Converlible Temper, 
by a Ropes End,or a Cudzell ; than by Rh+torical Herangues, 
or Medicinal Recipts, But ſeeing Mr. A!ſop (as is obſerv'd 
of all Madmen) will be S»ber in deſpite of St. .Pas/, as well 
as of Galez, and doth not approve of the .4polosy, that was 
made for him ; he is to be applyed unto by means, that will 
work upon his 4;zd, more than upon his Corporal H«- 
'mours ; and which, inſtead of altering the Fermext of his 
Blood, may open the Intelleftual Tympany of his Pride and 
Haughtineſs., Yer, tho the Provizce T have undertaken, 
and the Task which I am engaged in, will allow me much 
greater Latitudes, than Diſpat ations about Queſtions of Di- 
viaity will do; I will nevertheleſs ſo behtave my ſelf in the 
RefleQtions I am to make, as not to depart from the Rules 
of Gond Breeding, nor to forfeit my Diſcretion in Imitat- 
ing 
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ing of him. For albeit, it may be very Agreeable to his 
manners and Converſation, to Slander, Lampoon and Ex+ 
poſe an Adverſary; when his Buſineſs ſhould only be mo- 
deſtly toConfare him ; yet it is neither Conſonant with, nor 
Reconcilcable to mine. And tho ſome things I may have 
Occaſion to ſay, may be a Little {nart, #nd thought to 
have too*much Sz/r in them; yet there ſhall be nothing 
Courſe and Unſavory, but all Pallatable, and well drels'd. 


And as Iam not one of thoſe weak Principles, or ſneak- 
ing Temper, that will be menaced, or Diſcouraged, from 
the Performance of a Duty, that I conceive to be Lawſul, 
and of Publick Advantage to mankind, and therefore necel[- 
ſary, becauſe of the malicious Iofinuations, and the Bar-- 
barous as well as the Rude, Ungenteel, and Unchriftian 
ſuggeſtions both of Mr. W:lliams and of Mr. 4//op ; fo 
I do not believe, that any who with Juſtice Pretend to: 
ſenſe, Breeding, manners, or Religion, will ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſo Impoſed upon, bub/ed and miſlead, as to: 
think, that this undert aking, can have the leaſt Ten- 
dency towards the Diſturbing of the Government. For 
tho they from a Feavoriſh Heat, and a Brutal Rage, In- 
flaming them againſt ſuch as have Attackt them , and 
from a Towrixz, but vain Opinion of themſelves, would fain 
have it believ*d, that the Peace of the Kingdom depends 
upon their being counted Civil Gentlemen, and Orthodox 
Divines; and that their Adverſaries ought to be enrolled 
among the Conſpirators againſt his Majeſties Perſon, Crown, 
and Dignity ; yet the generality of People; are not grow'a 
ſo diſ-ally*d to Reaſon and Humanity, as to admit the ha- 
ving it obtruded upon their Underſtandings, that the Con- 
tradicting, and modeſt Examination of ſome new Theolo- 
gical Notions of Two Presbyterian Miniſters, is, or can be 


any Part of a Jacobite Plot. But that it doth rather beſpeak; 
and: 
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arid confirm their - being Guilty of the errours, whereof 
they arc accuſed; in that to cover themſelves from Profe. 
c411015, and from having their Opinions Tryed at the Pro- 
per Barr, and in the way that is held Lega/ amohg Scho- 
{ars, they repeate and take SanCtuary within the Yerge of 
the Court. And their dealing thus Wrathfully, and withall 
Imnpertineacly with thoſe Perſons, that have had the Inte. 
grity and Fortitude to Attack them, beinz Lyable to many 
RefleQtions, and nat to be paſt by and over-look*d without 
the beſtowing a few upon it, I ſhall cherefore here tranſcribe 
theic own Words, that the Reader may the better Judge, 
with what Meeknels and Decency, tho with ſome meaſure 
of Picquancy, I treat them /e Common Intereſt ( (aith 
Mr. Williams, p 86. of his Anſwer to the Report) will not be 
tons ſacrificed, even (ſome Impoſed on) will find out the Iuſtra. 
ments and D:(izns of our Breach:s, nam2ly, that Unleſs a Per- 
ſon be a Non-Juror, a Non- Aſſociator, Plotter, and Dires 
for of other Miniſters ( in Imitation of himſelf) to Pray (o 
for the Kjazg, as if etth:r of the Two Kings may be Intended ; 
if they muſt at all ſe:zm to Pray for King William, he muſt be 
held a Hypocrite, for a Rhetorical Expreſſion, in an Aaareſs to 
the Late King James; and becauſe of no other thing, than 
ſmearing Allegiance to Kjng William, ſigning the Aſſociation, 
and carrying it becoming a Loyal Subjett, in his Prayers, Ser- 
mons, peaceable Behaviour, and Advices, be accounted to att 
contradiitiouſly to what he ſaid and did under the late Reign. 
And in the ſame Strain of Accuſation, and Cainmny doth 
Mr. A!/op, p. 34. of his Vindication of the Faithful Rebuke, 
Infinuate that Mr. Lobb had been Criminally acquainted 
with Fri-nd, Fenwick, and Charnock, there being no other 
reaſon Aſſiynable beſides the Endeavouring to get that Mark 
and Character of Guilt and Infamy faſtned upon him, why 
he ſhould lay that he himſelf had no Correſpondence with them, 
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and falling upon their Adverſarics with theſe Weapons, 
and this ſort of Artillery, is both more malicious, and ca!- 
culated to do much more hurt, har if they had only fliced 
upon them from their Poſteriors, or fired againſt them with 
Guns Loaded with Dang mſtead of Iron and Lead, that TI may 
uſe ſme of the El:garcies of Mr, Alſop's Paſtoral, as weil 
as Rhetorical Eloquence, pag. 49. «bz: Supra, Sceing all 
the Danger 2nd Damage from the one would. be only to 
be a little Smutted and dehiled, which may be Rubb'd or 
waſhen oft without great Labour, or Expence ; whereas 
the Cother is the ſhooting Bombs and Granadoes, againlt 
which it 1s but a weak and feeble Shelter to be entrencl'd 
without the Walls of Innocency, Loyalty, and Peaceable Be» 
haviour: Eſpecially when that Terrible and Deſtructive 
Artillery is managed by ſuch skiltul Engineers, as thole two 
Preachers appear to be 1 the Arts of Murthering, had they 
the Application, and Exertion of the Laws againſt Trea- 
ſon in their Power, and ſhould they be truſted with the 
executing of them upon ſuch whom they out of Pque and 
Spleen ſhould think fic to Impeach, and Pronounce Crimi- 
nal. Nor was there any need for Mr. A//op*s asking Mr. 4t- 
ſop, what Poſt he would allow him under Mr. Williams, that 
he migbt Legally demand a Living, and Sallary for it? p. 21. 
ibid, Seeing withont waiting untill he ſhould Teſtify his 
Friendſhip, and employ all his Skill and Intereſt in aſſigning 
him a Poſt that would Deſerve a Livizg, tho ic might not 
bring him any Conſiderable Wages, both he and Mr. W1. 
liams have advanced themſelves unto, and taken Poſſeſſion 
of an Office, that may prove very Beneficial unto then, if it 
were but honourable. For as if neither the Work of the 
pulpit, whereunto they Pretend to be called, and for the 
Diſcharge whereot they have Liberal Allowances Aſſigned 
them, nor the havinz Aſſumed to themſelves the Chair for 
Reading Sch9/4ſtical Divinity, were Propertionable to their 
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many and Extraordinary Qualifications, nor come up tothe 
Dimenſions of their Univerial 7 alents, they have emitted an 
Advertiſement from Weſtminiſter and Moorfields, to ſave 
the Charges they muſt have been at in getting it Publiſhed 
trom the Savoy, declaring where two 1xformers may be 
found, for thoſe that have occaſion for ſuch ; and, havin 
a Mind to Ule them, will come up to the Przce, which 
perſons of their CharaQter and Reputation have a Right 
to Infiſt upon and demand. And by the Eſſay they have 
given of their Adaptednels tor their Employ, they will eaſe 
the Governmcnt the Expenſe that it is at, in Maintaining 
and Recompencing thoſe, who will only ſwear to what 
they PerfetHy know, the Fertility of their Fancy Qualifying 
them to Forge and Invent Crimes, and the Complexion of 
their Conſcientes giving them a Diſpenſation to Depoſe them, 
For upon no other T opicks can either Mr A4//op Arraign 
Mr. Lobb for having bzen Acquainted with Charnock, or 
Mr. Williams Impeach the Author of the Letter, Prefix'd to 
the Defence of the Report, as alike obnoxious to him; after he 
had accuſed him of a great many things that were Diſloyal, 
and of ſome that were direaly Treaſonable ; while in the 
mean time he neither then did, or hitherto can know, whom 
the Writer of that Letter was, upon any grounds that will 
ſupport a Legal Evidence, or ſo much as give a Foundation 
for Moral Certainty. And to accuſe a Perſon upon a wicked 
Suſpicion, which is the whole upon whixh he Superſtruds 
what he fo boldly alledgeth, is ro Repreſent himſelf 1n 
worle Features and in Blacker Colours, than I have taken the 
Liberty to Limn, and Draw him. And it ought to a/larw 
all Mankind, whoſe mis{ortune hath brought them within 
the Circle ot his Acquaintance and Converſation, to find 
how precariouſly they hold their Lives, it he through c- 
price and humour ſhould be Diſpleaſed, or but grow Jea- 
lous, that they pay him not that Profound Devotion, w [6 
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he expe ſhould be rendred to his Perſon and Opinions: 
And as for . the Complement, which he bellows upon that 
Gentlemen whom he knoweth nor, if his ſtretching forth his 
Claws, and being Rowſed to execute fiery Threats, ibid. «bt 
Supra; it doth only ſhow his Conſcrence, Judgment, and 
Breeding to be of a piece, and that his Langnage is of an 
alliance with his Birth and Manners. However, were that 
Perſon either the Beaſt, or the Bird of Prey, which 
Mr. Williams in his Boariſh and Clowniſh Rhetorick has 
Repreſented him, Ido think it would have been diſcreetly 
done to have omitted the Rude and Brutiſh AMuſor, 
and not to have thereby expoſed himſelf to fall under 
his Fangs and Talons, And, if I did noc Judge ita Part 
both of Civility and Religion, to write with more Reſer- 
vedneſs of Perſons, than Mr. Williams by Education, Con- 
verſe, or good Morals, hath arrived unto, it would be no - 
Difficult Provence, ro*give an amazing Abatement, to ſome 
oples great Pretenſions to Loyalty. Nor do Lunderſtand 
ow Repnb/ican Principles, wherewith I know many Pres- 
byterians that vouch themſelves Partizans for the Preſent 
Government, to be deeply Tinitar'd, are reconcileable to that 
zeal for Menarchy and Fidelity to his Majeſty, which they 
would fain be Diſtinguiſhed from others by. Yea I have 
more Reaſon to believe, and better Memoirs upon whichto 
Juſtify it, than Generofity and Good nature will allow me 
to Diſcover, that their Loyalty doth not ſo much reſpett 
the Kings Title, as the Advantages they have made, and 
do further hope to make, by ſerving themſelves upon Him. 
But neither my Temper, my Breeding, or my Morals will 
fuffer me ro Retaliate towards them, as they do Deſerve, or 
to make thoſe Reprizals upon them, that I eaſily might, 
and which their Provocations would be accounted by moſt 
Caſuiſts, to have rendred not only Lawtul, but Neceſſary. 
And Mr.Wiliam:'s advancing theſe Defamatory Accuſations 
againſt one Brother, and another Stranger, which w—_ 
one, 
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done, will appear to have been as Fooliſh, and Impudent, 
as it was Unjult and Cruel : becaule of his having been Ob. 
noxious himſelf to Suſpicions and Charges of the ſame 
kind, not only among thole of other Churches, bur the 
Members of his own Congregation; for the Removingof 
whoſe Jealonſies, and the ſilencing their Clamonrs, he pros 
ſtituted and debanched the Pulpit, by Haranzuing his Au- 
ditors from it with an InveQive againſt King 7 aes, and 
the Jacobites, when his whole Work in that place thouid 
have been to Preach the Goſpel, and not to have vented a 
Satyr, or Read a LeCture of Poliricks, Nor could any Man 
whoſe Underſtanding were not both darkned andÞperverted 
by Paſſions, and Revenge, that had paſſed through divers 
Orgeals himſelf upon Suſpicions much better grounded, than 
thoſe upon which he hath Traduced and Slandered others, 
write with that Licentious and Bloody Rege that he has 
done, concerning a Brother and a Fellow Subject, 1n Im- 
peaching him of Diſloyalty and Treaſon. But I will keep 
my ſelf withia the Limits of moderate Reſentment, and do 
heartily wiſh, that the Brographers, for whole Pens he ſeems 
ambitious to create Imploymenr, may treat him with that 
Gentlenets and Decency which I have done ; yea, his whole 
Foregoing Accuſation,-were it tie, is yet altogether Imper- 
rinent, Seeing the being either Imaginarily, or Really a 
Tacobite, a Nox-Turor and a Noz-Aſſociator, which are the 
Titles he beſtowes where, and upon whom he plealeth, 
do not in the leaſt degrade a Perſon from being a Chriſtian, 
or a Scholar; or Unquaiify and Incapacitate him to Aﬀert 
the Commonly Received Proteſtant Dottr ine, nor ſubjet 
kim to Legal Penalties, becauſe of his DeteQting or Refu- 
ring the Hetredoxes of two Diſſenting Presbyterran Mints 
fters. And how happy would it be for Mr. Dryden, Jars 
fey, So. 1f their calling Mr. Collier Jacobite, and Non Ju 
ror, would paſs with the thinking and Judicious Part of 
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Mankind, as either a Reaſonable, or Wiſe Anſwer to the 
Admirable Di/{conrſe, which he hath Publiſhed of the Im- 
morality ana Profanene/s of the Engliſh Stage : But as few, 
or none, even of thoſe that frequent the T h-arre, will be car- 
ried into ſo Foppiſh a Beliet ; fo neither will the very Ports, 
whom he hach Reprimanded, tho Perſops of a great Meae 
ſure of aſſurance, and who do otten take unjullifiable Liber- 
ties, in Expoſing and Ridiculing ſuch as offend chem, fo tar 
betray a want of Wit and Seatle, as to offer that for any 
part of a Reply. To refl:Q upon an Author in that Stile, 
and Manner, may bear Proportion to the Intellectuais, and 
become the Politicks of ſome Preachers, whole Ends both 
over rule their Underſtandings and Influence their Pratti- 
ces, and may be admitted and applauded by little People, 
who have nothing to commend them but their Ignorance 
and Bigottry ; but it will be Accounted by all others to be 
GroſsandProdigiousImpudence. And while they hope bythis 
Maliciouſneſs towards others,to teſtify their own Loyalty for 
the King; they even Lempoon him,and make theGovernment 
Ludicrous, ſeeing the Fealty of His Majeſties Lezge People, 
Ts at this Rate of Arguing, no more to be meaſured by their 
obedience uato, or Paſſhiveneſs under the known Laws ; but 
by their humouring of Mr. 4//9p, and Mr. Will:ams, and 
their. Implicitely believing whatever they Preach and 
Write. Nor is the Kin''s Perſon, or Crown to be eſteem- 
ed ſafe, unleſs thele two Gentlemen be carried towards it 
with - Extraordinary Admiration and Reſpect. And to 
Controul their Di&ator-ſþip, or to queſtion their Orthodoxy, 
is to bein a Conſpiracy to Dethrone, it not to Aſſiſſinate 
His Majeſty, However, the Reverend Biſhop of Worceſter 
is hereby Forewarn'd, to what Accuſations he is to become 
Obnoxious, in caſe he depart from ſupporting Mr. W:{ 2ms#'s 
Notions, in the Diſcourſe he hath undertaken to write con- 


cerning this Controverſie. For he is no leſs than bound 
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Unto, and put upon his good Behaviour, and to be pronoun. 
ced a Jacobite, and held for Diſloyal,. unleſs Mr. Wilkiamy's 
Judgment in Divinity, be Revived, and Acquieſced in as the 
great and Univerſal Standard of Truth, 

The next thing that deſerves to be Animadverted upon, 
and Reprimanded in Mr. Aiſop,is his Phantaſtick AﬀeCtatjon of 
being thought Witty, and the laying claim to a 7alent, which 
Nature hath Jndiſp:ſed him for ; and which nothing but Pride, 
Frothineſs and Vanity, together with an Ignorance of him- 
ſelf and of what his Faculty is adapted for, would have ever 
made him pretend unto. For the moſt, that can be juſtly 
allowed him, is, that he is fit to be a Dro/!, or a' Buffoon ; but 
that he is otherwiſe a Perſon of Wir, none that underſtand 
the Nature and Meaſures of it will upon anyTerms grant him. 
And if he any where obtain the Character of a ///izty man, 
it is only 'among little People, that have neither Genus, nor 
good Reliſh: With whom it is an Ingenious and Genteel 
qualification, to be able to At the Pait of a Jack-puddng, 
' But among thofe whom Excellency of Senſe; and Accuracy 
of guſt diſtinguiſh from the Inſipid and dull Rabble; all that 
will be allowed him, is that he may ſet up for a Merry Andrew, 
or hire himſelf out to be a Dro//at Bartholomew- Fair. Now that 
the Rebukes, which he deſerveth, and which I am to give 
him upon this account, may be the more Pungent, tho ep- 
pearing founded upon, and Warranted by all thoſe 1ſaxims 
of Reaſon, from which wit is Denominated, and by which 
it is Governed: I ſhall e're I procced further on this Head, 
briefly Intimate both what True wt is, and under what Rules, 
and within whatLimits it hath its eſteem;and how Different it 
is from fooliſh Drollery,mean Pedantry,and vain Jeſling which 
while they Excite Laughter in the 4-5, beget a Contempt Gr 
Diſguſt in the 7»genious. True wit then Conſiſts in Juſtneſs 
of Thought, & in Perſpicuity and Neatneſs of Expretjion. In 


takingEvery Matter, whercot we ſpeak or write, by its Right 
an 


L424: 


and Proper Handle, and the having an Idea of it, compre- 
henſive of all that it imports, and which reacheth both to 
the utmoſt Dimenſrons of it, and the Harmony that is among 
them, and then in the C/oathing our Conceptions concerning 
it, with that Progriety and Neatreſs of Language, that may 
ſit decently and adroitly upon them, and give tliem their due, 
and agreeable Air. In a word, it is to think Regularly, and 
to ſpeak Decently ; to have our Notions Harmonious to the 
Snbjett, and our Speech proportionate them. To ſay no- 
thing unworthy of, and detraftive from the Marrers of 
which we Treat, or unſuitable unto, or beneath the Chara- 
er of /im that ſpeaks; or that may Diſpleaſe and Offend 
the moſt Senſible and Vertuous part of thoſe that hear. 
And therefore it is, that to give Check to the Extravagancies 
of a Wild Fancy, and to prevent the Rudeneſs of Language, 
which through a Defectiveneſs of Breeding, or Morals, ſome 
Perſons may Licentiouſly Indulge themſelves in, the greateſt 
Proprietors, as well as Maſters of Wit, have mark'd out, and 
given us the Boundaries of it. So that according to the Rules 
they have aſſigned, and the Regulations which they have E- 
ſtabliſhed tor its Merage ; It is always to be Manly, and not 
Pedantick ; Clean, and not Smutty ; Faſhionable, and not 0b- 
folete ; Civil, and not Detraitive ; Junocent, and not Profane ; 
Modeſt, and not Rade ; Grave and S»lid, and not Light 
and Vain; Grateful to all, and Juſtly Dyſpleaſiag to none; 
'Tis not only to Humour an Auditory, but to Teach and 
Iftrukt them; and adjuſted to make others W:ſer and Bet- 
ter, as well as to exterrain and divert them. 


Now how well Mr. Aſop hath attended to any one of 
thoſe Charatters and Meaſures of Wit, is what I am to 
proceed to enquire into, and whereof the Diſquiſition will 
be the more Eaſy, in that his Departure frem all of them, 
is ſo viſible, Grols and Frequent. . For from the beginning 
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of the Bork tothe End of it, his Faxzcy, Judgment and Lay. 
guage are of an Ailiance, and inevery one of them he.is 
pertectly ridrculous. And it He ever heretofore had either 
Underſtanding, or Wit, Age hath Extinguiſhed, or Pride and 
Alice perverted them, Nor do | know any Apology can be 
mace for his manner of writing ( ſeeing he will not alfow 
himeif to bs Lunatick and Delirows) but that God having 
Create: Men Ry{ible, as well as Rational, and having gt 
ven them no Facu/ries but What he hath provided Objects to 
fire and Gratify, he takes himiclt to have been Formed to 
find Exerciſe tor our Riſability, inliead of ſerving the End 
of our /atelleual Powers. And it being wuh great a+ 
verſion that I expole any perſon to Laughter and Rid 
cale, | iball th-retore, to re 1der him r:/dz:alous, only ſhow 
him in the /:#ur2 drawn by hunſelf, and which he hath 
hurg forth upon his own S7zn-Pojt, Nor will I infilt upon 
his Pans and Quibbles, with which almoit every Page of 
his Pamphlet is flauriſh'd and adorn : fave only tranicribe 
his Iitrodudtion to his Bok, where , according to all the 
Rules of Decorum, there thould nothing appear but what is 
Grave, C omely and Inviting. Whereas, inſtead of this, he 
courts his Readers to an attendance upon the -Entertain- 
ment he is to give them, in a tile of Language, and with 
a Turn of Thought, that are fuited unto Gueſts ar a Wake, - 
or to a Rural Crew met together in order to Dance as- 
bout a May-pole. *Tis ſomewhat a hard Cale, faith he, that 
having Juſt Cauſe to complain, I mult complain to your ſelf 
of your ſelf, and make your: own Conſcience Chancellor in 
your Cauſe, placing you upon the Bench, who in Juſtice ought 
to ſtind and Plead at the Bar. P.3. Which is the addre(- 
ſing his Readers in ſuch a Scheme of Rherorical Eloquence, 
as tiis Couſin Saxcho Pancho tor they are nearly allyed in 
their Intelle*tual Talents and Moral PerteCtious, as well 
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ed of thoſe:that had Baſfinado'd his Maſter Don Quixot,ei- 
ther in kindneſs to Cure his Phrenzy, and Dilciphne him 
into Sobriety, or in Feſtice to Chaſtize him for the wild 
Extravagancies, he had committed in his Kyight Errantry. 
But omitting his mean and ſilly Pedentries, to expole the 
Vanity that he is guilty of 1a pretending to Wit, and the 
Diſgrace he hath done it through the Impropriety, and Im- 
purity of Thought and Language, whercin he AﬀeQts tobe 
accounted an Eloquent and a Witty Man. And ſeeing 
the Specimen T am to give of his ſhameful miſ-carriages as 
well as woful DefeCts in both theſe Particulars, will be 
ſomewhat long, I ſhall therefore Interweave nothing of my 
own, unk({s now and then by way of Pareatheſis, but re- 
ſerve till afterwards the Reflections, whichT deſign to make, 
And for a beginning I refer you to Page 21. of his Virdi- 
cation, where, upon the mighty Provocation of your havy- 


| ing Prefix*d to your Defence of the Report, the two Initi- 


al Letters of your Name ( while himſelf in the mean time 
appears without that Fiacho), he Accoſts you with the en- 
ſuing Teſtimony of his Wir, and Civility. Could not (lays 
he) ſome friend of yours have adorn'd your Chariot, when 
you are to Ride in Triumph over the Conquer'd Presbyterians? 
ſuch a Cypher would have given you a great Figure. For he 
had Read, that theſe two Lexters 8. L. which you had 
Stampt upon your Book, were once Printed with a Red hot Irom 
upon the Cheeks of « Famons Patriot, who was @ Confeſor, 
and hugely Ambitious to be a Martyr for his Countrey, and that 
His Enemies did Interpret S. L.-to ſtand for Slandeross Libel, 
axd one of the (Uits of that time wonld needs give the Ety. 
mology of the word Eibel, that is a Liewith a Bell hung about 
the neck to Ring the Scandalous ftory up and aown to his 
Friends in the Countrey, and that it would have been as de- 
cently ſet upon your Front as his Cheekes, To which I will 
next {ubjoin what occurreth, p. 23. where with thoſe mea- 
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ſures of Truth, and Cleanlyneſs that are Peculiar to him, 
he ſtiles Mr. Lobbs ReſpeCtful, and modeſt Vindication of 
what he Believes an Important Truth, an Intrenching your 
cauſe in Dunz, which gives more occaſion for the Scavenger 
than ve Scholar ; for the Shovel than the Pen to Remove it, 
Whereanto may be added what he ſays p. 28. where De. 
fgning to Charge Mr. Libb for having calumniated him, 
in Imputing Opinions unto him which he no ways holds, 
he Expreſſeth it as he thinks modeſtly, and with the height 
of Genteelnzſs, whereas the Phraſe which he there uſeth 
doth in the Judgment of all that are Perſons of a true Re- 
liſh and of Good ſenſe, Proclaim him an /znoramus and a 
Fop. The words I referr to are, that the Defence hath- 
prov*d himſelf hugely verſed in the Oriental Tongues, in that 
the ſecond Language ſpoken in Paradiſe by the Grand Enemy 
of Mankind, was the Lying, and Slandering Tongue, Nowtho 
the Animadverting upon the Wt of this ſtands Adjourned, 
till anon, vetT would ask ez pa//ant by what Rules of Gram. 
mar, or Syntax, or by what Figure, or Trope in Rhetorick, 
Defence hath got the Faculty of Proving himſelf, or comes 
co be Converſant in Lazguages either Oriental, or other. ' 
Surely he who Criticiz'd with ſo much rigor and feverity 
upon the word Obſervance inſtead of &b/ervation, and upon 
the Term Pop»lzcy in the room of Popularity, as he did with 
an erefted Creſt and a Spread Train, p. 20. which a lithk 
good nature might have inclin'd him to have taken for 
errours of the Preſs; ſhould have been careful not to have 
betray'd ſo much either Ignorance or neglect, as are Im- 
ported in the Expreſſions newly mention'd. 


But I- will proceed in calling over ſome more Examples, 
and Conſequently proofs of the Elevation of his Wit, and 
of the purity of his Sr;le, whereof that which he hath affor- 


ded us, pag. 29. ſhall be the next, All hands aloft ! —_ 
. bat 
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hath bronzht from the Neighbour-00d of the Ley-ſtall at Pud- 
ale Dock to the Printers all thoſe Ordares, which will Imploy 
all the City-Scav:neers, and that be hopes the Reader bas 
therefore his Florentine Balſom, or whatſoever may be more 
potent, ready to ſecure him againſt the Stench. And tho the 
Paſſage, which Tam to mention next be not altogether 
ſo Smutty as the foregoing, yet it is vain, frothy, and pe- 
dantick in the highelt Degree; you will find it in pag. 32+ 
where upon Mr. Lob4's having alledged, that he had once 
promiſed to midrife a certain Book of his into the Worla, 
He Replyes, that he never knew that Mr. Lobb had ſuch hard 
Labour in Teemins of Books into the World, that he ſhould 
need a Man- Miawife, and that it is certain he was always Big 
betlyd, and more fear he ſhould be Delivered in the open ſtreets, 
like Pope Joan, than to need his manual operation, which his 
Printer can ds without his help, who never Profeſſed,. or was 
Guilty of the Obſtetrical Talent. The Counteſs of Holland 
was brouzht to B:d of an Almanacs, as many Children as 
there are days of the year, and that he doubts not, but that 
be a beings Parturient Author can exclude as many without his 
holding My.Lobbs back, tho perhaps he will need to hold his 0:13 
ſides, that he ſplit not with Laughter, Whereunto that 
which he ſays p. 85. is of a piece and an Allyance, where 
comparing Mr. Lobb, and himſelf together, he Challenges 
the Preference in theſe Terms, that there is the ſame Dif 
ference between a preaching Sophiſter, and a well tudied Divine, 
tbat there is between a Petty Fogger with all his Chicanery, 
and a profound Lawyer, Nor doth he give better proofeither 
of his Wt. or of his Breedizg, p. 86. where thinking to Ex- 
poſe Mr. Lobb he makes himſelf Ridiculous by the Foppiſhneſs 
of his thoughts, and coarſneſs of his Language. As a wiſp 
(faith he) is a Theame copious enough to engage an Harangue 
for an hour Long to a well ſtudied Scold ; fo theſe two Letters 


D.W, (i.e. Daniel Williams) ſbatl ferve to Equip a Fleet 
of 
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of Pamphlets, And that had it not been fer him hitherto, an 
now for himſelf, he knows not what the Club of Retailers would 
hve done for a little [criblins Prattice, or where they would 
have had bread, Surely of all men, Mr. A4!/op ſhould leaſt 
Pretend to Wit, ſeeing he never endeavours to ſhow it 
but it is thro being and aCting the Byffoov. For whether 
te write meraphorically, and by way of A/luſion, or after 
the natural plain manrer, without T ropes, and Figures, he 
is equally Booriſh, and Impure, and all he ſays is either 
wholly Impertinent, or elle Clowniſh, or downright Ri- 
baldry, of which it were ealy to give many more Inſtances, 
were it not that T bluſh to go on in Repeating, what thro 
partly the childiſhneſs, and partly the Impurity of the 
Thought, and thro the coarſneſs and Indecency of the Lan- 
guage, mult not only offend th conſciences of -thoſe that 
are vertuous, but be Counted an Aﬀront to the Under- 
{tandings of ſuch as are Ingenious. And of ſuch a Coms 
plexion do I take the following Paſſages to be, namely that 
P- 131, 132. where he ſays, 1 hat Mr. Lobb was never co- 
ſtive in his ſcribling humours, but that of late he is grown ſo 
Laxative, that all the Aftringents in the Shops will not 
Chick his ſcripturiency, but out it flies, without the Preface 
of ſaving your Preſente, And that other, p. 140. where the 
moſt reſpe&ful Epirhers and Titles, that he is pleaſed to De» 
ſcribe ſome of the Presbyterian Miniſters by, to dignify 
them with, is the calling them Reverend Nine Pins. 

As if all that they were either fit for, or worthy of, were 
ro be kept in the Little, and for the moſt part Scandalous 
Houſes of Entertainment, to be ſubſervient to the ſport, 
and diverſion of Tiplivg Gueſts, Nor is that paſſage, which 
we have p. 137. any ſignal Demonſtration of true Wit, 
good Manners, or Genteel Language ; where intimating 
the oppoſition that hath been given, and always will to 


fom: of Mr. Williams's Theological Notions, he thus Ex- 
preſſeth 
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"preſſeth it, viz. That he muſt be placed as 4 Shrove-Tueſday 


Bird, five Throws two pence, ſo long as any man can find 4 
Cudzel to beſtow _= him. And ſuch is my dulneſs of ua- 
derſtanding, and my unacquaintedneſs with propriety and 
neatneſs ot Speech, that I can neither diſcern the Wiz, nor 
admire che Eloquence of that Paragraph, p. 104. where 
Mr. Alf: p, being to Inſtruct Mr. Will;4ms how to avoid 
the envy of his Neighbours (for writing upon that 
Motive himſelf, rather than out of any regard he has to 
Truth, he fancieth that others muſt alſo do it under the like 
Influence) he adw1/cd him to be content to draw in the Thillar*s 
ace in the Team, and let another walk pravely before him, 
with the high Foretop, and the melodious Collar of Bells, and 
all the gaudy Trappings. To which all that { will ſubjoin, 
ſhall be a paſſage in pez. 70. wherein although there be as 
lictle of bright and Sh:ning W:t as in the former, - yet thereis 
a great (eal nauſeous and g/zring Profancneſs. For, having 
taken notice, that here are ſome Learned and Godly Divines 
(whom neverthele(s he doth not name, that the ſuſpicion of 
being one of the crumber, may fall upon Mr. Lobb) who have 
ment:oned a Cert ain Bond, wherein-Chrift, and the Elef# are ſaid 
#0 be jorntly Bound to God, hethereupon adds in an Impure, as 
well asa Jocnlay way, that he could never get ſight of that 
Bond, no more thin of our own Original Contrat, or the paCta 
Conventa in Remotity Kjngdom,where Mr.Lobbhaving grea- 
ter Acquaint ance, may poſſibly have better Intellizence. Now to 
Omit the Rude and unmannerly Jef and Buffoonry in the 
Izt Words, and how that it was to do Violence to his own 
Conſcience, as it is to his Pride, tobetieve Mr. Lobb to have 
a greater Acquaintance'in- Poland, or any where elſe, than 
he thinks his Merit hathobtain'd for him, or that Mr. Lobb 
can receive better Intelligence from thence, or from any 
orher Place, than is out of admiration of his Worth tranl- 
mitted and conveyed unto him ; all that I. will obſerve 
I i5, 
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[5 that it.isa Brr/cfqnizs things that are held ſacred, And 
wefe theſe Divines miſtaken, yet they ought to be con- 
ted with reſpect and modelly, and not expoſed and Rzz 
oicula; anJ the matter, wherein they and others differ, 
ſhould be Diſcours'd with Reverence, and not by way of 
Buff:onry, For as the Rus of Decorum, and good Breed. 
inz are much larger than thofe of ſt.iAt Juſtice; ſo, tho 
ir ynay not exattly bea Law of Revelation, yet it is one of 
Gente! Manxers, not to Lampoon what another doth Reli. 
gonſty believe. And were he Guilty of holding what Mr. 


 A'{op by his [anuendss and tacit Infinuations imputes to 


him; yet I ſee no cauſe why he ſhould be aſhamed either 
of the DoCtripe it ſelf, or of being Lift-4 among thoſe 
Divines who have Believ'd and Taughc it; Seeing no leſs 
a Man, than the Learned, Pious, and truly Venerable 
Dr. Bates has affirm'd, that Chriſt entered into the ſame 
Bond that we had forfeited, cap. 13. p. 240. of his Excellent 
Book of the Hirmany of the Divine Attributes, &c, Sothe 
whole Import of that Phraſe, as it hath been uſed by him, 
2ndalfo by the moſt who have written with Care and Ex- 
aQneſson the /»bje of Chriſt's ſatisfattion, is no more than 
what hath been Delivered by the Apoſtle, . Gal. 4.4, 5: 
namely, that Chriſt becoming Mediator and Surety, was 
made under the Law, both as to its Preceptive Part and its 
Sanction, that he might Redeem them that were under the 
Law: And that as he fulfilled the Directive Part of the 
Law,. by the: Innocency and Obedience of his Life, . he like» 
wiſe underwent the Peza/ry of it in his Suferings and Death, 
Now fo many Inſtances of a fro:hy and vain Mind 
are ſcarcely to be met with in any Writing, nay not 1a it 
commonly called Grabſtreet, as this T heological Author upon 
a ſubject relating to Divinity, and Articles of Chriflian- 
Belief, hath delivered, not only ina few Sheets, but almoſt. 
in every oe of them. For the Ambition and Unity of at 
ing theDycf, has made him forget that he was either a Gentle 

man, 
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man, a Schclir, ora Divine. Burt tho True and Innocent 
Hit, be buth Eſtimable in it ſelf, and is hearkned unto with 
Reſpet and Deference, by all that have Genizs and good 
Reliſh ; yet Booriſh, ill Natur'd, and fooliſh Jeffs, will 
recommend no man to fuch as are diſtinguiſh'd from the 
Unthinking and Debauchzd Herd, and much lefs one that 
is a Minifter cf the Goſpel, the Grimaces and"Mimicks 
of a Bahoon, would give better* Divertiſement , than 
this Dro/lizz , and I'npure way of Writing ; Thoſe 
Leing agreeable to his /p:cies, while the Latter 1s both a 
Degrading, and a Diſparaging of the Human kind, by aQt- 
ing 2 Pare, whic' ſpeaks a Metamorphoſis of ſome of the 
Intellectual Race into thole Brutal Creatures, which ſeem 
to.-have been purpoſely Fram'd to give Mirth and Sport. 

But to beſtow ſome Reflections upon what I have rehear- 
ſed out of our Author , the firſt thingT would obſerve is; 
that the little Wiz that appears 1n any thing he has ſaid,'is 
perfectly Antiquated, and out of Date.” Chancer's obſolete 
Engliſh would ſooner be accounted Elegant and Rhetorical 
among the Polireſt Maſters of our Refin'd and - Modern 
Language, than theſe Pans, £2nibles and Drollings of an In- 
fantill, unpoliſh'd Age will paſs, and be admitted for 
Schemes of Maturated, Adult, and Pregnant Wit. And 
to. Addreſs the World in ſuch a Style 1s more Ridiculous, 
than for a Bezs to go to Court in Trunck Breeches and a 
Gorillo; or for a Lady that valueth- her ſelf upon Faſbiona- 
_ of Attire, and the Gemteelelt mean of Dreſs, to pre- 
ſenther ſelf in the Royal Preſence, with a Kercher, or an + 
Old Elizabeth Fardingal, It is likewiſe mean and Booriſh, 
borrewed from the Plough and- Harrow, rather than from 
either a Pa/ace, or an Academy ; And would more become 
the Rural Clown, than a Gentleman, or a Theologue, Wit- 
ne[s beſides what I have already repeated that Expreſſion, 
P-102, where he calls all the Noiſe that hath been made 
about Mr. Will.ams's Book of Goſpel-Truth ſlated, a ſhearing 


of | 
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' of Hogs. And that other Elegancy, p. 94 where to faiten 
- upoa Mr. Lobs the Slaunder ot having miſrepreſented him, 


He phraſeth it by his Extrating water out of Flint, and 
' by his being in Poſſeſſion of an Engine that can find arayning 
| works on Salisbury P/ain. In a word, all the PerteQtionsof 
Wit and Eloquence, which he valueth himſelt upon, and 
ſeeketh Reputation from, are rather the W:t and Language 
| of Coblers and Tirnkers; than either of a Freſk-marn in the 
Univerſity; or of a Common T rades-maz in the City, 
i and much leſs of oze' that would be held a Virtuoſo as 
| well as a Divine. And inſtead of having an Afﬀinity 
with what is Learned from the Mxaſes, it is ſuch as 
| people come to be Inſtructed in among Gypſies 2nd Strollers, 
or which would be held owing to an Education among thoſe 
whom both the Heathen Theology and Poetry made [;habi- 
tants of the Woods, and which ule tobe Painted with Curled 
Florns and Cloven Feet. 

"Tis alſo zafy and unclean, as if learned-at the Tombral!, 
and not where Perſons of Yertue, or Breed/ng do- come, 
and Frequent. Neither doth his Underſtanding ſeem to 
be of the ſame Species, nor his ſenſible Facwlties Reſolvable 
into the like Texture of Organs, that the reſt of Human 
kind are, in that Trifles and Stexches, which choake the Ins 
tellets, and offend the Senſes of every one elſe, are in him 
moſt grateful to the /atter, and entertaining to the Former, 
He would ſeem to have been-either Born, or Bred in a Hog- 
fty, in that Dung and Ordure are more Apreeable, and 

Odoriferous to his O/faive Power, than either Muſk or 
Eſſences. And ſeeing he enquires of Mr. Lobb atter, and 
ſeems towant a Place, I would caſe him of the Friendly 
ſervice, which in that Particular he expeCts from him, and 
would recommend him asthe fittelt and beft Qualified Car- 
didate to be a Midnight Gold Gather:r, or an Emprier | 
of Houſes of Office. For, if I may ſpeak my Opiaion 
im- 
| 
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impartially of this man's Judgment and ſenſe, he does rec+- 
kon it to. be more Ornamental to be Drawn in a Dung-Cart, 
than to Ride in a 7riumpnant Chariot. And his Flights of 
Wit, and Flowers of Eloquence, are rather Burleſque, and 
plain Ribalary than handſome, and Innocent Raillery. And 
when he comes forth Srrurting in his Greateſt Gazety, it is 
in the Manufattureof Prophaneneſs, and in the Colours of 
ſ[mut, and Debauchery, and not in the Rayment and Gerb 
of Vertue, and good ſenſe. His beſt Tarzs of Thought, 
would hardly be tolerable in a Farce, but would upon no 
Terms he allow'd in a Comedy. The beſt that can be ſaid 
both of his Wit, and skill is, that they are Entirely Scara- 
muchio, and /arlaquin. Nor was the Writing about Divine 
Truths,or the Preaching of the Goſpel,ever intended tocome 
Within the Circle of his Province; the whole that Nature 
ſeems to have fitted, and therefore Deſign'd him unto, 
being to appear in yefow, and Red (ſeeing he'is Covetuous 
of a Livery) to beget Laughter in the 3406, that ſtands gap-' 
ing about the Stage of a Mosntebanck. Tho in the mean time 
Tie crave Liberty to tell him, that whoſoever he be whoſe 
work, and the Top of Ambition, and the height of his Facul- 
ty, is to make others Laugh, is to make himſelf Ridiculous. 
And 'as "the 'Epithet of the Bird of Athens was given him 
by a very Learned Perſon divers years ago, ſo he doth now 
Appear to -Delerve it, not only by reaſon of his being 
more Feathers than Body; but - becauſe he ought never to 
veriture into the Light for fear of being houted at, but to 
reſt contented to live 'within the Curtains, and under the 
Shades of che night ; In that his coming abroadiinthe Day 
is found as Omizous of Diſgrace to all that own him, as his 
Note, and Twne, by which he ſeeks to be thought melo- 
dious, is by all who have an Harmeniozs ſoul and a Muſical 
ear, turn'd into an occaſion of 'Laughter, and of Pleaſant 
contempt. Nor will any tas be ſo proper — 
be 


| Religion, or diſpoſe 
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Ayal to cure the Diftemper he at preſent is affeQted with,and: 
Recover him trom his Phrenſy, as a Dark Ladgine, and: 
Hogs dep Dilcipline. 
But- to Advance another Refleion, name'y, that this- 
way of Writing is no way Agreeable to the S:ation, or 
Charatter of a Miniſter Of the Goſpel, tho I will not ſay (but: 
that ab{tralted from- the Office ) it may be-very-Conlo- 
nant £o'his. For, if the Qualifications Required by St. Pau! 
in a Presbyter, had: been: Attended to in his Admiſſion,  or- 
were the Terms of his Continuance in that facred Order, it 
wowue be matter of Eaquiring how he came in, and by 
what negleQs he eſcapes being caſt our. For if according: 
to St. Paul, it bean lodiſpenſable Requiſite, that-ſuch as 
enter upon the Holy Office ſhould be imbu'd with weekneſs 
to Inſtrutt thoſe who oppoſe themſelves to-what the Church 
entertains. and believes, 2. Tim, 2. 25: And that they 
ſhould aot be lifted «p with Pride, leſt they fall into the 
Condemnation of the Devil ;. I do greatly fear, that Mr. A!ſop 
would. neither haye been- the firſt Admitted ; nor.ſo long: 
figce cpatinued, . ifthe-{crutiny according to theſe meaſures. 
had been exaQtt and Impartial And if a Aovice either in 
Age oriin the Profeſſiov of Chriſtianity, was not to be Con 
ſeerated a Presbyter, leſt he ſbould fall into the Temptation of 
the Devil, either by alling with that I»/olexcy, which may 
adminiſter occaſion to Szrbeu.and his Inſtruments toReproach: 
him to-be aCalumzizror of the Bre- 
threw, 2s the Devi/ is Repreſented: to be, or render him 
igcideat to Pride, of which the Devi/ being the firſt Pref 
dent of Guilt; is ſentenced, and condemned ; ſurely then 
one that is not only arrived at a mtyre Age, butis almoſt 
Super annugted, and grown near to be-Decripit, ifhe be found 
tobe a Reviler, and one.of Luciferias Haughtineſs and 
Pride, he t 10 be accounted lyable to ſevere Cen- 
ſures, and Rebukes, tho he may through Indulgence 
| | rather 
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rather than Juſtice, eſcape being cjeQed from the Mint- 
try. And were it another Perſon than Mr. 4//op, it would 
te both believ'd and faid, that he muſt have come in by 
the Window, and ought to have been diſmiſs'd and ſent our 
by the way of the Be/fry. For granting, that he may Preach 
Soberly, and well ; yet if he nrite Immedejily, and with Pc- 
tulancy, the-Contradiftion beru cen the oneand the to'ther, 
will.nort only ob(tructt the ſucceſs, and hinder the eftefls ot 
the. Form-r upon the Minds, and Conſciences of Men, bus 
wilt tempt his Hearers and Readers to conctuce, that 
|he-onl; Perſonates, and Atts a part in that, while be 
is Real, and ſincere in the Latter. And they will Form 
an /d-2 of the man from what they oblerve by the Organ 
of the Eye, rather than from the Sounds Conveyed to them 
by the Ear. - To Aſſumethe dignity,.and to put on the Gra- 
vity of a Miniſter in the Pulpit, and to At the Droll, $4- 
tyr and Buffoon from the Preſs, will not only be accounted 
both Moral and T heolozical! Nonſenſe, and to be Deſigned to 
make the Sacred» Order Deſpicable and. Ridiculows,, but it 
doth alſo Juſtify the Atheſtical, and Prophene in all their 
Scofts and Szrca/ms upon thoſe of the Holy Office ; and Con- 
frms them in their Irreligious Opinion, that Preechi 
and the work of the P«/pit is only: Prieſt craft, calculated 
and taken up to Cheat others, to Reconcile Reverence to 
themſelves, and to gain a Livelihood, and no ways upbeld 
and Practic'd for the making People. either better Meo, 
more ſocial Neighbours,-or firmer intheir Loyalty to their 
Prince. Of all ſides, one in the P»/pit to day, and to mor» 
row upon the Stage, which is moſt Ludicrons, as well as Vn- 
comsly., And to lay alide both che Bib/e and the long Cloak, 
and to put on Busins, can only be diverting -to thoſe, 
who are nor only void of Religion, but Deſtitute of good: 
ſenſe. And -it mult be much more Diſguſtful, and OFen, 
ſive to {ce one Diſrobe himſelf of the Black _— and 
arrow. 


[36 ] 

Marrow Band, and tocomedſortheither in the ſtrait Att ireto 
Vault, upon the tiigh Ropes, or toappear in the Party Co- 
{oured Cap, and Coat, to Att the Jack Pudding. on a Mounte. 
bank-ſtall, or Stage, than it wo.ld b: to bebold a 3{inrfeer 
of Stare go:ng about the Street Crying Mackaral, or Matches, 
An Eccleftaftical Dro!l 15 more Ridiculous than for my 
Lord Chiet Juſtice of Enpland to turn Bully, And God is 
"more Diſhonoured by the Former, thin Authority is Degra- 
ded and made Contemptible by the Larter, For the higheſt 
Flights of Wit, with the belt Turns of 1 honghr, .and 
Schemes of El/oquexce be not expeCtted from every Preacher 
yet there is no man who cloth not Indiſpenſably exatt from 
them a few Grains of good Nature and Modeſty. And 
where theſe are met with, accompanied with Decency, 
Gravity, and ſeriouſncls they do Excuſe, and will be Re- 
ceived as Apologies for many orcher Deficiencies. But 
while thoſe ſtiled Eccleſixſticks, do by Bagatel, Ribaldry, and 
Virulence, Diſgrace as well as Deperrt from the Decorum 
of their S:ation, they muſt not expeQ, but that they 
will be treated with a ſeverity that would be thought Uan- 
mannerly toward others, if it could be Judged Pardonable. 
In brief, it is pity that Dr. Echard is Dead, there being 
more occaſion, and matter given in two Pamphlets of Mr. 
Alſops, for writing Volumna's of the Contempt of the Clergy 
than that Author could furniſh his |Adverſaries with fome 
years ago, towards the Fquipping a Book, (that I may make 
bold with an Elegancy of Mr. A/ſops) bzaring that 7 ite 
and with a Cargo of that kind. , 


Again, the way of writing, whereof I have given from 
hiv lelf the Copy, and Patterz, is altogeth-r (lnſuitable 
to the ſubje&t he was treatning of, Proportion and Har- 


mony are what not only give the Agrecableneſs, but the 
Beauty 
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Beauty to Things both of Nature and Art. And ac- 
cording to the Grandure , or: the meanxeſs of the ſubject, 
ſhould our Thoughts be more Elevated, or Depreſſed, 
and our Langage ſtately, cr humble. For tho there be 
common Rules for our Condua in Khetorick, as well 
as in Syntax, yet the Application of them is to be 
wonderfully Diverlifyed in Compliance with the Nature of 
the ſubjef, Andas no man Converſant in this matter wall 
take the Eloquence of the 4»/a, and the Curiz to be the - 
ſame, in that the Afﬀairs at Kenſington and Weſt miniſter 
Hall being vaſtly Different, do call for Diſſonant T urns of 
Thought and ReſpeCtive Schemes of Eloquution, and Lan- 
guage; fo there is. an Oratory Peculiar to Theological mat- 
ters, which hath little Aﬀnity with either cf ther, and 
much leſs any thing meaner, And while theſe from whom 
he differs are of Equal Parts and Induſtry with himſelf, and 
from great Integrity do believe themſelves in the Right in 
thoſe Theological Articles, which the Dogmatical andHaugh- 
ty, and ſuch as are govern'd by ſecular Intereſt are not very 
likely to be, it is the leaſt deference that can bepaid them, 
to examine their Opinions modeſtly, and not to Lampoon 
them. To talk or write jocularly and by way of Traveſty 
of doCtrines, and thingsalledged to have their LEE 10 
divine Revelation, is to deſpiſe and vilify the Authority of 
God,and to detratt from the Credit of his Declarations. And 
if the leaſt Corrupt Communication, z.e. naſty or Unclean,as 
the word oe; doth import, be forbidden every Chri- 
ſtian in his moſt divertive diſcourſe, Ep. 4. 29. it muſt 
then be far from being Innocent or Comely ina Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, eſpecially when the ſubje& is not Common, 
and Trivial, but weighty and Religious. To write of Ar- 
ticles of Faith with a wantonneſs and Impurity of tile 
that would be thought naſty and indecent in a Balad, is 
to Burleſque Religion, and to bring a Contempt upon the 
L | doQrines 
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[38] 
doCtrines of ' Revelation. For if we will hearken to the 
Advice or Imitate the Example of the Apoſtles, the Lan- 
guage wherein Theological Truths ſhould be conveyed 
either to the Eye or Ear, ſhould be plain and lowly, tho 
withal neat and pure, and! not] Terms of ſwelling Vanity, or 
the Bombaſt of Sophiſters, or the Cant of Demegogues, and 
much leſs in words of Ribaldry and naſtineſs. *Tis to ex- 
poſe Religion, and without a great deal of Charity muſt 
be thought ſo deſigned, t> manage the Controverſies of it, 
either in the Bz/lrngsgate ſtile or in that of the Play- Houſe, 
What might paſs as harmleſs Razfery on another ſubje&, 
is Tarlequin and Lewdyeſs on a divine Theme. And the 
Modeſteſ thing that can be ſaid of it, is, that it 1s not only 
the bringing the moſt awfull and auguſt Truths into the 
fame Level! with 7rifles, but it is the Leſſening their Autho- 
rity over the Conſciences of men by cloathing them in a 


Ludicrous Dreſs. For a King would be more houced at 


ſhould he appear in the Attire of a Jack Pudding, than 
the meaneſt Fellow would be in the ſame /74b/7, Nor 
can it be thought leſs than a Burleſquing of the Bible, 
and a Lampooning whatloever is Sacred, to (Compare 
Chriſt's entering into the ſame Bond with us (in the 
ſence before ſpecified) with the pata Conventa of Poland, 
and to the Chymerical Original Contra Romantically fancied 
by ſome to have been between the Kngs of England end the 


' Community upon the firit ereftion of the Monarchy. And 
'of the like exceſſive Flight of profaneneſs, as well as of 


ſhameful unſuitableneſs ro divine Truths, is that other Expreſ- 
fion of Mr. 4!ſop's, p. 140. where having Slagdered a Reve. 
rend Minitter who is a faithful and ſucceſsful preacher of the 
Goſpel , in reference to a Story maliciouſly invented of 
Him by the Arheiſtical and Impious Drolls of the Town, and 
for which [1nbrotherly, Unchriſtian, Ungeatlemanly and 
Lying Defamarion, 1 do -purpole anon to call him to an 

| account ; 


4 
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"account ; he adds, that he would not for a Groat run the 
Hazard of Dropping into the Bottomleſs Pit; which 1] do 
"think, and would likewiſe hope that his beſt Friends will 
*not avoid to call unpardonable Levity in a matter that 
ſhould never be ſpoken of but with profound ſeriouſneſs, 
The different Fates of an Eternity to come, are the Pillars 
upon which V'iſdom hath erefted its Houſe; And to turn 
Hell into a Jeſt is to undermine the divine Governmeat, 
thro making the judicial Tribunal of God, and the Reftoral 
ſentences of the Supream and Righteous judge, the ſubject 
of ſport and Mirth. Yea, it is totreat the Bibk in worſe 
Ridicule than a diſcreet man would do the Alcoran of Ma- 
homet, in that it proſtituteth that into matter of diverfion 
and Laughter, which the Scripture hath fo fully revealed in 
order to beget dread and fear. For if it be not worth more 
than the Expence of a Groat to avoid Damnation, the Torments 
of the Infernal Pit. muſt be very Slight, if not wholly Ro- 
mantick: ſeeing it is Impoſſible that a ſtate and Condition 
ſhould be either terrible or dolorous, which a Perſon whoſe 
Charafter both ſuppoſed himto know and maketh it his duty 
to acquaint others with it, would not part with above 
a Grogt to Eſcape. And it is but congruous, and therefore 
not uncharitable to Believe of him, that he would not dife 
burſe more to Purchaſe Heaven, than he hath fixed the Price 
of avoiding Hell. In a word, if his Heaven be not more 
defireable than his Hell is Frightful, the F7ades, of the Pagans 
was leſs to be dreaded, and the Payadi/e of the Turks is equally 
valuable with rhe Infernal miſeries and the Celeftial Bliſs, 
which are Revealed, Deſcribed, and propoſed to our Faith 
in the Bible, as the great and proper meanes to work upon 
our Hopes and Fears, which are the two ſignal Handles 
and Machines graven upon and woven into our Inte&ual Na- 
tures, in order to our being reſtrained from Vice and Im- 


piety, and quickned to Virtue and Holy Obedience, _ 
the 
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the doing violeace to our Faculties and Moral Powers, or 
the Invading that Liberty and Freedom of Choice which 
diſtinguiſhes us from the Brutal Race, gives the moral Speci-- 
fication to our Attions, rendrinz them denominable, good 
or.-bad, and which makes them capable of Puniſhment and 
Reward. 


The laſt Refledt;on which I will advance under this Head, 
is, That his Wit and Stile are no ways proportioned to the 
Quality and Manners of thoſe to whom his Book is addref- 
ſed, and for whom he would be thought not only to have 
provided Entertainment, but to have deſign'd- their Inſtru- 
Qtion. For though (that every thing 1n his Book might be 
of a peice; and all equally prepoſterous, uncomely and ir. 
regular) the Epiſtle to the- Reader be the Epilogue in his 
Play, inſtead of the Prologue: and the Reader poſtponed from 
the Preface to the Poſtſcript ; and as-he further not only fants- 
ſically phraſeth it, from the Van to the Rear : but as he Boor- 
iſhly and Buffoonly words it, degraded from riding in State on 
the Fore-horſe, to come. behind with the Poſtman, &c. p. 243; 
Yet I ſuppoſe -he thought he. had adapted it to the Genius, . 
Humour and-Reliſh of People: of Condition, Learning, Ins 
genuity, and of ſome Chriſtian Vertue ; and not have cab 
culated it for the Meridian of Billing ſgate,. or tohave prepa- 
red and dreſſed it tothe Palat and Savour of the Atheiſtical 
Debanchees, and the Prophane Mob. Whereas -in this,. as in 
every thing elſe of the:Pawphler, his Underſtanding-.being 
over-ruled by his Pride,. Paſſion and Revenge, has miſled 
him intoa miftake of the Canailer for the Nobleſs ; of the 
Hiterate Herd for the Tribe of thoſe of. Erudition ; and of 
the Graceleſs and Impious.in the room of ſuch as are ſtridtly, 
Moral and Religious. 


Rever- 
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Reverend Sir, I need not tell you, that every one wh 
writes a Pook, invites his Readers to a Feaſt, and that the 
Entertainment ought to be ſuited to the Copdition of the 
Guefts; and that the YViards ſhould not only be propor- 
tionate to theQuality of thoſe that are invited, in the good- 
neſs and plenty of them, but in the Covkery alſo: And that 
as the meat ought to Le the beſt of the kind which the purſe 
of the Hoſt can riſe unto; ſo thar likewiſe the diſhes and Lin- 
nen ſhould be clean; and the ſauce ſuch as may be both grate- 
ful to the ſenſes, and whet the Appetite ; and not be nauſe- 
ous to the Latter, and offenſive to the former. 

The droppings of a Candle into Cold Water, or the 
Broth of Fat Bacoy may be adelicious pottage, and clean Straw 
an obliging and well furniſhed Bed, to a Gypſy or a Com- 
mon Stroller ; but they would not be accounted an Agreeable 
and a Genteel Dzet, nor a decent Accommodation for perſons 
diſtinguiſhed trom the Yu/zar as well as above the Indigencies_ 
of thoſe who have neither Food nor Harbour, but what 
are charitably vouchſated them. And tho Coarſeneſs of Dret 
ſerved up at Table may be pardonable in a perſon that pleads 
penury, albeit it be hardly juſtifiable to have the Vanity to 
Invite the moſt Faſhionable of his Friends and Acquaintance 
to it; yet no man will forgive the mixing of Ratsbane to 
that degree in his food, as will infallibly poiſon all that partake 
of it, unleſs they lave powerfull A4n7:dores about them, or 
by a long accuſtomed Mz:thridatical diet be habitually 'and 
ſtrongly fortified againſt all Infettion. And to uſe Coarſe 
and Uncomely Language in a difconrſe direfted to people 
of degree and Gravity, is not only to affront, but to debaſe 
them. *Tis to deſpiſe the worth and detra&t from the value 
of people of merit and Breeding, for one that hath good 
Raiment by him, to make them a ſolemn and Ceremonious 
viſit in Naſtineſs and Raggs. For tho that Garb may be 
diſpenſed with in a Beggar that comes for an 4/ms, and hath 
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no better cloaths to put on albeit even in ſuch it is not fo 
much the Poverty of their Weeds as the ſtench that diou- 
ſteth) yer it deſerves to be chaſtized as well as Blamed, 
when itis tound to be worn by any, not out of want, but 
to ſkew their own Cynical and Clowniſh Pride, and the 
Contempt which they have for their Superiors as well as their 
Equals. But that which upon this occaſion I would more 
eſpecially Remark, is what Idea Mr. Al/op's writing in this. 
Tocular, wanton, and Impure ſtile, to Miniſters and mem- 
bers of diſſenting Churches, muſt be thought to give both: 
of the Jntetuals and Morals of thoſe Paſtors and people. For 
ſeeing the ſize of Men's. /nderſtandings, and the Quality of 
their manners, are more diſcerned by their Reliſh and plea-. 
ſures, than by any other Diagneſticks whatſoever; it muſt 
Conſequently proclaim the Presbyterian Teachers, as well as 
thoſe that ſic under their /»ftruttion, to be very ill furniſhed 
with gocd ſenſe, wholly ſtrangers to good Breeding, and 
vaſlily removed from Virtuous manners, if the 1+ and 
Language which I am RefleCting upon, can be allowed, or fo 
much as Connived at by them, And whatfoever thoughts 
they may entertain of themſelves, and: of one Another ; yet 
I dare ſay, that upon his alone 7ef?, all they of other perſwa- 
ſions will forma judgment of what, litthe Genteel learning, 
refined wit, honourable Education, and prattical Religion 1s 
among them. For if they do but either juſtify or Excuſe, 
and much more if they find a pleaſing Guſt and a Reliſhing 
favour inthe Wit and Language which I have Rehearfed, it 
will Authorize others to pronounce of them, that they are 
not only a dull and Inſipid ſort of people, but that they 
have neither Grace nor Modeſty : And that their Non-con» 
ſormity to che Eſtabliſhed Worſhip and Diſcipline, is not 
from their being wiſer and more Conſcientious, than other 
men, but from their [gnorance Peeviſhnefs, and ill humour, if 
got upon worſe Motives. For there is more to affront the 


minds 
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minds, ſhock the Sobriety and Virtue, and to ſully and defile 
the Conſciences of men, in this Book of Mr. A/ops than there is 
either in the Liturgy, Litany, Ceremonies, the three or four 
ſcrupled Articles of the Church of England, or in all the 
Parts and Branches of their diſciplinarian and Eccleſraſtical 
Adminiſtration. So that the Paſtors who meet at St. Helley's, 
as likewiſe their Auditors, muſt reckon what CharaQter they 
will undoubtedly lye under, unleſs by ſome publick 'Teſt1- 
mony, they- declare their Abhorrence of this Buffoonry of 
wit, and lewdneſs, as well as petulancy and ſcurrility of tile. 
Which whether they will do, by driving the Blown Deer out 
of the Herd, and by putting the Mangy Sheep apart from the 
reſt, leſt the Infection reach unto the whole Flock, or by 
what other means and methods may be Eſteemed moſt Con- 
venient for their own: Vindication, from all acceſſon to Mr. 
Alſops prophaneneſs of wit, and Impurity of Language ; 
I do Leave to their Conſideration at their-next:meeting. For 
the _— is not now (at leaſt ſo far asat this time | hold 
my ſelf interceſſed in it) what Opinions of 'an Alliance not 
only with Armimianiſm,but with Socinianiſm,ſomePresbyterians 
may entertain, nor to what diſtance they are removed from 
the commonly received doctrine of proteſtants; but whether 
in order to Mr. 4/ſop's being thought witty and Eloquent, 
the ſmuttineſs and Impiety of Billiygſzate and of the Mounte- 
banck Stage, are to be received into the Catalogue of their 
Miniſterial perfeQtions, and adopted into the Morality and 
Manners of the Members of Presbyterian ſocieties, And thus 
have Iat length diſpatched the foregoing Accuſation againſt 
Mr. 4/ſop, tho with a tediouſneſs that 1 will nor ftriftly and 
punCttiliouſly jultity, and for the prolixity whereof I deſign 
(if it be praCticable ) a Compenſation in my Brevity in thoſe 
m_ Impeachments of him, which remain to be Ad- 
vanced,. 
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' I ſhall now therefore proceed to the charging him with 


great /nfincerity, in what he hath alledged, boch 1n reference 


to Perſens and Things. And without envying -/m or. Mr. 
WWrliams the luſcious Complements and the loity Panegyricks, 
which they beſtow upon one another, but leaving them to 
the enjoy ment of thoſe pleaſures which are mutually de{igned 
by their Reciprocal Flatteries; 1 will only affirm that much of 
what both of them have ſaid, is a dyg#i2/913 of themſelves, 
and a Miſrepreſenting of Mr. L. and that their way of writing 
is Diſingenuous, and the matters which they ſuggeſt palpably 
Falſe. And as Mr. A!ſop knew Mr. Lobb to be pertectly in- 
nocent of thoſe things which he Criminally accuieth him of, 
ſo the whole he intended by thoſe Imputations, was only 
to furniſh himſelf with an Occaſion and pretence of being 
Bude and Unmannerly. As I heartily wiſh there may not be 
many Ecclefialticks in Brittain, in whom is verified the La- 
tine Adage of Odium T heologicum, i.e. that the Hatred which one 
Divine bears to another is both more cauſele/s and Implacable, 
than what is found among others of any Quality, charaQter 
and denomination ſoever; ſo I hope he and his Brother Wil 
liams are the only perſons, in whom is juſtified the 7ralian 
Proverb of Conſcienza di Theologo, namely, that, the Conſcience 
of a Theologue, is leſs than any Mar's, under the Conjinement of 
the Rules of «Religion, juſtice, and good manners: It hath been 
hitherto accounted the duty of every honeſt man, to 1peak 
and write, as he thinks, and believes: And hath been alfo 
eſteemed a piece of Morality as well 'as of good Breeding, 
for a Perſon that is virtuous or diſcreet to avoid cvery of ficious 
lye, by which he may ſerve himſelf, or create ſport to 
others, and much more to ſhun a malicious one, tho the 
Conſequence of it be never fo Trivial, and that it bring no 
Conſiderable Damage upon him that is Slander d. To throw 
dirt 1s a Clowniſh way of Fighting, and becornes no man 


that lays claim to the Ability and Art of Weilding a Pen. 
| For 
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For one that cails Himſelf a Scholar, to faſten Opinions 
upon an Advyerſary, without other Ground or Reaſon, 
ſave the ſeeking an occaſion of Combating of Him, is nei- 
ther the part of the Brave or Learned, but of the Coward, 
the Kzave, or the Madman. And the beſt that will be ſaid 
of it by the Wiſe, Virtuous, and Impartial is, that it is 
only one's buckling on his Armour to Encounter the Winds 
. mills 10 his own Brains. Now as to the Inſincerity of Mr. 
Williams, either in his Concealing his own Opinions, or the 
bringing them forth in Maſquerade and Diſguiſe ; or in his 
Transforming and Metamorphoſing the Opinions of others 
into Forms and Shapes, Forreign unto, and ſpecifically dit- 
ferent from what they are in their Genuize and Natiyal 
Features ; T ſhall adjourn the conlideration of it at this 
time, intending, if the occaſion of it continve, to give him 
full fatisfattion hereafter, with an Allowance of Intereſt 
for the forbearance in point of Payment, which I do now 
demand. But Iam told, that the Learned, Grave, plain 
hearted and upright, Mr. Humphreys, is about ſaving me 
and others that Labour, who as he has had better opportu- 
nities of knowing the Man and his Sentiments, than I will 
Boaſt of, lo none do underſtand better than that Ancient 
Perſon, how to Diſrobe him of his Vizor Mask, and the 
reſt of his Theatrical Habit, and to ſhew him in his own 
Colours. For tho? that Ancient and Learned Divine, be 
himſelf Guilty of ſome Aberrations from the commonly 
received DoFtrine of Proteftants, yet becaule of his diſſen- 
ting from others with Meekneſs, Humility and Modefty 
in himſelf, and with reſpet and deference, as well as with 
Charity towards them ; he is therefore Notwithſtanding 
his Errors, *hed in all due Eſteem and Veneration, even by 
thoſe that do both moſt oppoſe and diſlike his Opinions ; 
whichare only Accounted the Infirmities ot his underſtand- 
ings, the miſtakes of his /—o— but no wiſe the 
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Faults of his will, or the Blemiſhes of his Conſcience, 
But as to Mr, A!ſop's Infancerity ; In Relation to what he 
hath written both of Perſons and Things, I do take the Ac. 
culing and Reprimanding of Him for it, to fall within the 
Province which I have undertaken : And which, [I ſhall 
therefore uncontroulably juſtify by Qzotations out of his 
own Books. Of this kind is, his Faliely and Maliciouf] 
mil-repreſenting, Mir. Lobb, as if he, out of the Account 
which he gave of the (ubſtance of the Goſpel, had Expunged 
Regenerztion, Converſion, Repentance, Helineſs, Santtificatie 
0n, a new Heart, new Obedience and Good works ; and that he 
had aiſcerded Faith from any concern in the Juſtification of 
a Sinner, and made it unneceſſary to our Union with Chriſt, 
that ſo we might have an Intereſt in his Righteouſneſs, 
P. 4. Ard that therewupon he is Metamorphoſed from an Hy- 
peraſpiſtes of Truth, into an Heifor for the Antinomian Err 
rors, ſo eaſy is the Converſion of an Heitor into a Ranter, p 5, 
While in the mcan time, he knew the whole of this Accus+ 
ſation to be Altogether Groundleſs and purely Romantick, 
and Conſequently to be highly defamatory and Slanderous, 
and not becoming any one that pretendeth either to Con- 
{cience or to Moral Honeſty, From which UQnchriſtian, 
as well as Uncivil and rude Miſrepreſentation, Mr. Lobb 
having fully vindicated Himſelf beyond the poſſibility of 
Mr. A!l/ops replying, tho (I would ſay. of him were he not 
called a Miniſter of the Goſpel that) his Forehead is Braſs 
double gilt, and his Underſtanding, as to one great part of 
it's Fun&tion Callous and Dedolent, The whole which re- 
mains incumbent up3n me, will be in a Refleftion or two 
anon, to provide 2 chain and Muzz/e for this Ma/tif, and 
to give him the Corretion that is due to one who hath 
turn'd his ſtudy {whatſoever he hath done his Pulpit) into 
a Calnmny office. Of the like Complexion and dye with 
the. foregoing falſhood, is that barelaced and LpUones 
Ccalu- 
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calumniation of all thoſe divines, as well as of Mr. Lobb, 
who have called Mr. W141iams's Orthodoxy in ſome parti- 
culars into Queſtion, which the Reader may find on the 
File of his Book, p. 35. Where, after his Huffing and 0ra- 
cular manner, and with the aſſurance of a Kmght of the 
Peſt, he lays, That he is confident that whatever has been the 
pretence, the real cauſe of all the Enmity manifeſted againſt 
Mr. Williams's Book of Goſpel-Truth, was cheifly, that it 
gave a Mortal wound '0 Antinomian Opinions : And that, 
that is a Crime, which (hall never be forgiven him, but Pro- 
ſecitted wich Vatinian hatred by the Reporter, and ali of the 
ſame Kjdacy. Which is, not only an Acculivng a Great 
Number of very Holy and Orthodox Divines (for they 
are not a few who have teſtified their diſlike of Divine 
things in that Book of Mr. W:{/i/ams's) of being tainted 
with, and Patrons of Antinomianiſm ; Bit it is the Ar- 
raigning them as Guilty of the Vilelt Hypocriſie, thro? 
their Alledging other Reaſons, as the Motives of their dif- 
ſatisfaction with it, when the real cauſe was it's having gi- 
vena Mortal wound to Antinomian Opinions, Nor doth he 
only hereby pretend to have gotten that Wizdow into other 
Men's Breaſts, which neither King James's Prerogative 
nor Power could give him in reference to Mr. A!/op's, tho? 
he Complementally, z. e. deceitfully wiſhed it him ; but 
he hath uſurped the Trib»nal and Seated himſelf in the 
Throne of the Omniſcient, thro? aſſuming to have an Intui- 
tive knowledge of the Hearts of Men.and to have obtained a 
view of their Intentions and Thoughts,not only without the 
aſſiſtance of the Mediums and Organs of Intellectual fight;but 
in deſpight of, and contradiftion unto all the means of Tarel- 
ligence, which God hath furniſhed us with, and faked us 
down unto, in our knowing and judging of others. Upon 
which I will alfo, ex paſſaxt,-further obſcrve, that ir is not 
one or two of the Congregational Brethren, whom he here 
accuſeth of Antinomianiſm, but it is the Bulk and Gene- 
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Tality of that Party, tho? he calls Mr. Lob's charging him 
with it a Nuiſance and an Invidious Miſ-repreſentation of 
Him, p. 27, ) Seeing in a manner the whole Body of the 
Congregational Miniſters, have ligniftied their diffatisfaQion 
with many Notions in thar Book of «.r. Williasss, And 
as for the Complement there, which he beſtows upon Ma. 
ny of thoſe Brethren, of his knowing them to be ſound in the 
Faith, and wholly remote from all Antinomian 1 11.Gure , Tris 
all but Baxter and Grimace, or if ſpoken in earneſt, doth 
only ſhew that the Man was Delirrous and Kaving, thro? 
the Hetght and Power of Dittemper, in that he could net 
ther think nor wrice Coherently, and chat his Quarrelling 
with and contraditting others, 1s to be che more dilpen!ed 
with, in that the Nature of his difeale will not allow him 
to agree with himſelf. The ſeveral Parzgraphs in his 
Book are like my Lord Roſcommon's Cocks, which tho? rec- 
koned all of one fide, do when taken out of their ſeveral 
and reſpeQtive Cr/5s, Encounter and Deſtroy on another, 
Nor is he only at Variance and Diſcord with Himſelf, by 
rcaſon, that what he hath written of lare in Favour and 
Vindication of Mr. W:{:ams, 1s altogether Irreconcileable 
with what he wrote feveral years ago in oppoſition ro Dr, 
Sherlock, and that the two Pules may as ſoon meet, as what 
he hath delivered in his Antiſozezo then, and now in his 
Faithful Rebuke and the Vind'cation of it, be brought to 
'Harmonize an1 Agree ; but in that there are Divers 
'things in each of his late - Pamphlers, which are perfeAly 
eontradidaious and ſubverſive of one another. 1he Man 
being of one mind in the {ntervals of his Parox:ſms, and 
when under his Lucida; and of another mind, whea in 
his Pkrenzy and Fits of Diftrition. But to proceed to 
other Infaxces of his Inforcerity, whereof the nexr ſhall be 
his Accuſing of Mr. Lobb, as if he were not now of the 
fame ſentiments in ſeveral material Points of T beotagys 
whuc 
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which he was heretofore, and that what he aſſerted and 
maintained about Seventeen Years ago, ina Book which he 
then wrate againſt 4ntinomianiſm, calld, The Glory of Free 
Grace diſplay'd, were both departed from, and overthrown, 
in what he hathlately publiſhed, as well in his Account, ſtil'd 
the Report, as in thoſe Papers, intituled, tbe Defence of it ; 
and that therefore the Diſplay and the Keport could not be in- 
dited from one Head, nor conceived in one Heart, nor written by 
one Hand and Pen, p. 25. unleſs Alteration in Intereſt, may have 
warped bim; change - in Dependencies perverted him ; new 
Friends and Alliances begat in him new C ounſels,or an implacable 
Hatred againſt Mr. Williams, obliged him to alter his Princi« 
ples in meer ſpight, and to face about to the other Extream: And 
that if they eame from the ſame Mint, the Report has wretchedly 
clipt what the —_y had coyned; ard the Diſplay is now [play d,p. 
26,27. In which Paſſages, beſides the foppiſh and ridiculous 
Puns,the nauſeous and undeſent Drolling,and Fantaſtick Pedan- 
zry, in his way of expreſſing himſelf, there is the height of 
Infincerity, DetraCtion, and Calumny. Nor could Mr. 
Alſop aſſume this Licentiouſneſs of Traducing him in a 
matter of ſuch Importance in it ſelf, and whereof the Be- 
lief,, if admitted, muſt wonderfully hinder the Succeſs of 
his miniſtry, witheut doing Violence to his own Conſci- 
ence, es well as tranſgreſſing-the Laws both of Juſtice. 
and Charity. Seeing of all the Paftors in and about the. 
Town, there is not one (and that to Mr. 4//op's own know- 
ledge) who hath more endeavour'd to put a Diſcountenance 
upon-4all Axtinomian Notions, than he hath done. And 
tho? he can neither apply that Chara&er and Denomina- 
tion to every one, whom Mr. Williams is pleaſed fo to 
mif-call, (that he may the better thereby diſguiſe and co- - 
ver his own Vergencies both to Secinianiſm and Arminia- 
niſm, and weaken their Credit in reference to Accuſations 
of thoſe kinds, which they — apainſt him) nor can 
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; pronounce every one to be an Avtinomian, who aſcribes 
more to Chriſt in the Work of Satzsfattion, and to his Obe- 
eential Righteouſneſs 1n the Juſtification of Believers, thag 
our new Refizers, upon the Covenaut of Works, and. of 
Grace, will allow ; yet if a Judgment may be formed of 
him, either by his Boks which I have read, or by his 
Sermons, Whereof I have had particular Accounts conyey'd 
to me by thoſe that attend upon them, or by his Oral Diſs 
courſes, both in the Aſſemblies of Miniſters; and ia more - 
private Converſation there is not ane, cither of the Eccle/za- 
{tical Order, or of the number of L aicks, Profeſſors of the Chriz 
ſtian Religion 1n this Nation, who is leſs Tinttyrd with an 
Antinomian Dye, or at a farther Diſtance from approving their 
foppiſh, unreaſonable, and Anti-Ewangelical Tenets, than 
Mr. Lcbb, both is, and hath always been known to be : 
whereof Mr. 4//ep was not only fully-inforar'd by ochers, 
as appears from what he hath recorded in his own Book, 
P. 37. of a Friend of his, and Mr. L. telivg him that the 
Author of the Report was no more au Antinomian than himſelf ; 
but he was likewiſe abundantly convinced of it ia his own 
Conſcience, as well thro an antient and long Familiarity, 
which they had together, as by a Peruſal of -what the had 
declared in all his publick Writings. $So-that neither his 
Acknowledgment, P. 43. that Mr. Lobb is naw become more: 
Orthodox, than when he wrote his Report. Now. his having 
ſaid, P. 37. That his Charity inclined him to think he was no 
Antinomian, will not in the leaſt extenuate, but does rather 
greatly aggravate and enhance the Guilt of. the foremen- 
tion'd Defamatory Slander. And what he there delivers 
as an Apology, is a proof of his Crixinalne/s, Secing his Al- 
legation of his preaching oe thing, ang printing another ; of his 
being one Man in the Pulpit, apd enother fraw the Preſs, 'SC- 
is not only graſs Calumpy, towards Mr. L065, but pure Fidti- 
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on in Mr. A!ſep's Intereſt, and is at preſent his Duty, to 
conſider to whom the Character and Denomination dorit 
belong, of being Kemyoge; air 'AStars ry the Accu{er of the Bre- 
thren ; which Title ſeems to be al[crib'd unto the Devil in 
the Place which I have my Eye upon, becauſe of the many 
falſe and flanderous Accuſations faſined upon the Chri/tians, 
under the Pagan Perſccutions, of which they were altoge- 
ther innocent ; ſo he ought to dread the Fate to which Back- 
biters, Lyars, and Slanderers, are adjudged both in the De- 
cree, and in the Judicial Sextence of the Righteous God. 
Nor poflibly ſhould I ia any meaſure depart from Moral 
Truth, if 1 ſhould both ſuſpe& and pronounce Mr. A!op's 
Book to have been ſtufd with thoſe defamatory Slanders 
of the gps Brethren, and written with that Acrt- 
mony and Malice, which appear in every Page of 1t, 1n 
proſpett of, and in ſublerviency to the raiſing a Perſecution 
againſt them, which ſome Men's Couaſels, as well as Hearts, 
are pregnant with, whenſoeyer, thro' the Favour and Afi 
ſtance of theLatitudimarian Divines of the Church of Englayd ; 
they can obtain a Cowpreherſion,and be placed on the ſameBat- 
tom, in relation to Parcchial Settlements and Emolumeats, 
with thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd way, of which they were 
then full of Hopes, as well as diligent in theu EIS 
ro compals. But if the Aunyg]exgi]&vy or he, who contrary. 
to his own Knowledge, fhall teach gr write what. is of ng.0- 
ther Tendency ; but to make a Schilm, Diviſion, - and miſ- 
underſtanding in Churches, and among Belieyers, ought to 
be rejefed, or mark'd out as a Perſon, neither fit for Ciyil 
Familiarity, aor for Church C 4njon, much, leſs for a 
Station in the Ecclefiaſtical Office, we may thereupga ea: 
ſily conclude chow. the Preshyterian Minifters that allemble at 
St, Hellens, ought to behave themſelves tawards Mr. App, 
and by what Marks of Cenſure they ſhould diſtipgyiſb Jul 
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[ 52 | 
from the reſt of that Society, that he may be fo known, 
as at the leaſt to be ſhunn'd and avoided, unleſs they will 
partake of other Men's Sins, and come under the Guilt, ag. 
well as be involv'd under the Ignominies of all the Pety- 
lancies, Scarrilities, ſmpurities, Miſrepreſentations, and 
Slanders, &c. which he hath vented againſt Holy, Learn- 
ed, and Faithful Mniſters of the Goſpel, without either 
Ground or Provocation, - ſave what the aſſerting receiv'd 
Dottrines of Faith, with Paſtoral Fidelity, and Chriſtian 
Zeal, yet at the ſame time, with the Modeſty and good. 
Manners of Scholars and Gentlemen, hath given and ad- 
miniſtred. 

Now tho' there remain many other very remarkable 
Inſtances of his I»ſincerity, . in miſrepreſenting his Adverſa- 
ries, without any juft Cauſe given by them, and contrary 
to the praQtical Dittamen of his own Underſtanding, I ſhall 
with reference to Matter of Theology, take notice of one 
more: - And that is about Chriſt's having in his Suffering 
what the Sanftion of the Law made the puniſhment due . to Sin, 
ſuſtained the Perſon of thoſe Sinners whom he intentionally died 
ro redeem and ſave, and in whoſe room and ſtead, purſuant 
to the Covenant of Redemption, he ſubſtituted himſelf, to 
undergo whatſoever was eſſentially imported in the threat- 
ning, unto the Execution, whereof they were become ob- 
noxious. And tho' I have ſuggeſted this in a Line or two 
already, yet it is of that Importance in it ſelf, and gives 
ſuch a fair and ample Occafion of deteting the Mediſinc, 
and ſcarcely to be paralelPd flandrous Faculty of Mr. 4//op, 
that I do think it my Indiſpenfible Duty, both to re-aſſume 
and enlarge upon it. And as it was never pleaded by Mr. 
Lobb, that the foremention'd Phraſe was Litterally and 
Syllabically Canonical; ſo it implies either. the groſſeſt x- 
nerance, or the higheſt 7mpudence, to ſuppole it to have been 
| at 
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at firſt invented, or that it hath been peculiarly uſed by the 
-ntinomians: Seeing it owes its Original and its Adoption 
into theſe Controve-ſfies, to W riters 0! tie be! Charatter 
for Learning and Piety, that the Retormed Churches could 
ever boaſt of. And as the declared Oppoſition mide by the 
Socinians, to the Satisfadtjon of Chriſt unlels taken in a me- 
taphorical Senſe) and the Fraudulency of fome Arminians, 
both in enervating the meaning of it; and in the pervert- 
ing and mif-expounding it to other ends, than thofe for which 
it was requir'd of the Farher, and undertaken and perform'd 
by the Son, gave the firſt Riſe to the Mintage and Currency 
both of this and other Phraſes, as thoſe that are judg'd ex- 
treamly ſubſervient to the Vindication of that Glorious 
Truth, and very uſeful both to cover it from the Attacques of 
Adverſaries, and to convey the meaning, Relief and Comfort 
of it, to the minds of believers ; ſo it is as demonſtrable as any 
Prebleme in Euclide, that neither Mr. Lobb, nor any Perſon of 
Eminency among the Congregational Mirifters, have other- 
wiſe paraphragd, expounded, or appliedit, than as its com- 
mon Signification, Importance, Service and Uſe, have been 
ſtated aud derived unto them in the moſt - celebrated Wri- 
ings, both Dogmatical and Controverſial, of the ehicf Divines 
in the Reformed Churches. So that it may give matter of 
Aſtoniſhment, with what »fincerity, or from what prodigt 
ous [gnorance Mr. 4/ſop doth to that degree of Prophaneneſs 
and Drollery, declaim againſt, and endeavour to expoſe the 
Phraſe, asit wholly new, and indebted both for its Coynage, 
and its Denization 1n theſe Controverſies, to a few E»g1:/þ 
Writers of the Congregational Perſwaſion, that are but of 
Yeſterday, whereas it hath been Naturaliz'd, Legitimated, 
and made Authentick, by the moſt famous Theologves that 
ever appear'd in the Polemick Field, cither againſt thoſe of 
the Cracovian Belief, or Arminius and his Diſciples. But that 
I may not be thought to miſrepreſent him, while I am in- 
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diting him of that Crime, in reference to others. -I will 
tor the renJdring his defamatory Inſolence, in what he im- 
putes to Mr. Lo4b, and to others of the Congregational way, 
evicent beyand all reaſonable Oppoſition and Controul. And 
for the joſtifying my own Integrity 1a what I accuſe him of, 
left he thould compare me to.the Chaplarn of the Copper-Mines 
in Swed.n, as he hath done Mr. Lo6,- p. 87. of his Vindica- 
tio, &c. i whereas of all Men he has himſelt the beſt Right 
to that Title and Charafter, and in which Office I know 
none that are deſirous to ſupplant him, or who pretend to. 
Rival him in Qualifications for the [mploy) I will, I fay, 
call over ſome Paſſages in his own Books ;. his Face, Fea. 
tures, and the Complexion of his Mind being drawn there 
in the livelieſt Colours, and ſet in the moſt advantageous 
Light, for thoſe to view him, who take Pleaſure in mon- 
ſtrous and deformed Sights : whereof the fir5? ſhall be that, 
P. 10. of his Faithful Kebnke to a falſe Report, where he tells 
us, that #s the Phraſe is new and uncouth, fo it ſeems to hin 
wninte/ligible, In reference whereunto, it were no Uncha; 
ritableneſs to ſuppoſe that he accounteth it to be ſo,upo.1 the 
like Motives uw hich the Socinians and Arminians do, who 
do not reckon it 7ninte//igible, becauie of any. Abſtruſeneſs 
in the Phraſe, but for the ſake of the Truth which it Em- 
phatically expreſſeth. Nor is.the calling it zew, the worſt 
he thinks fic to ſay of it, and therefore he adds, p. 11. ibid, 
That it is a Phraſe to puzzle and confound Men's Underſtandings; 
and P. 13. an Arbitrary Term, only fit to beget Blunder and Con- 
fuſion ; and p. 53. ubi ſupra, that to ſuſtain the Perſon of Sin- 
ners is an Angliciſm, and that it will not endure to ſhew its 
Face in ſome other of the Learned Languages ;_and{ to ſay Chriſt 
did ſaſtinere perſonam Alterius; 7s to ſay, That he wore the 
Mask, the Vizor, the Diſguiſe of Sinners, and that he was Per- 
ſonatus Hiſtrio, /1ke a Stage-Plaver, that puts on the Perſon of 
a Kirg, when indeed be is but ſome ſorry Fellow: "To which 

: Expreſſions. 
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Expreſſions concerning it in his Faithful Rebuke, ( whereof 
alſo I have remitted the Repetition of many) there are 
divers in his indication of the like Stamp with them, as being 
all Forged in the fame Mint. As name!y that, p. 54. /7 ne- 
ver had its Signification fixt and ſtated by a Competent 4utho- 
rity: The Trumpet gives ay uncertain Sound, and that if they 
muſt ſubſcribe, it muſt be with an Implicite Faith in its own 
good meaning ; and that he fears that the Notion of Chriſts ſu- 
Hlaining our Per/on in his ſuffering for our Sins, which Mr. Lobb 
and others do play withal, ſhould in time become the Teſt of the 
Faith of ſonnd Proteſtants, and all ſhall be damned that cannot 
ſubſcribe the Antinomian Creed. Whereunto may be added 
What we met with in p. 93. ubiſupra, viz. That it wa Phraſe 
of a dark and dubious meaning, ard as the Words ſeem to ſound 
of dangerous Deſizn and Tendency ; by which, nothiug elſe can 
honeſtly and truly be meant, but thar it is of an evil and 
fatal Conſequence, -in reference to the overthrowing the 
Notions of the Socinians and A4rminians, which out of ReſpeCt 
to Mr. Williams, if not to Himſe/f, he is very ſorry tor. 
And of Afﬀeinity to the foremention'd Expreſſicns, is that 
which occurs p. 97. of the ſame Book, where he tells us, 
that it is inept and improper to contey to our Underſtanding the 
Truth of Chriſt's having died for our Sins : whereas much wi- 
ſer and far more learned Men than he, z. e. All the great 
Divines, who have written with Irrefragable Strength, and 
with exa&t Accuracy on the SubjeCt of Chriſt's Satisfatticn, 
have judg'd it the apteſt and propereſt Phraſe, which in or- 
der to that end, they could fall upon. And to all the fore- 
going rude and unmannerly Mifrepreſentations. of it, may 
be ſubjoyned that Expreſlion, p. 2 ſupra, that it is a 
Phraſe which carrieth an odd ſound, . and ſyncretizeth with the 
Neſtorian Gibberiſh, there having been a Crew of lewd Hereticks, 
who affirmed that Chriſt took on him the Perſon of Sinners, and 
theſe from the firſt Author and Founder of their Set were called 

Neſtorians, . 
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Neſtorians, who maintain'd that Chrift was ronſtituted of two 


Perſons ; the one the Eternal \vyos, who did aſſume the other 


an Humane Perſon that was aſſumed. Which meerly to have 
cited, is enough to ſhew that the Van is Lunatick and Dj- 
ſtrated, as well as child.ſhly, fooliſh, and groſly : gnorant. 
For without a large meaſure of the /irter, and being very 
much afte&ed with the former, he could never have written 
12 this Nonſenſical and Phrentick manner. For to imagine 
that Chriſt's /nfaining in his Suffer ings the Perſon of the Elef, 
or of ſuch as either hid or ſhould atterward believe, is co. 
incident with, or of any Alliance to Ne/torraniſm, ſhews that 
after all his Pretenſions to modern and antient Learning, he 
knows not what Neftorianiſm is, or that he hath both fo! feit- 
ed his Underſtanding, and bid adieu to Conſcience. Seeing 
whatſoever the Opinion of N: /torius himſelf was, concern- 
ing which I ſhall not now enquire, and much leſs refleQ 
upon Cyri4! and others, who are thought hy ſome to have 
miſunderſtood or miſrepreſented him, it is certain that what 
was condemned as/Neſtorianiſm in the General Council of Ephe- 
ſus, Anno 41.8. was, that the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, ty 
Eternal Noyos took an entire Humane Perſon, and not meerly 
the Humane Nature into Union with his Divine Perſon ; and 
that he was conſtituted not of two- Natares, whereot the 
Flumane being, taken into Union with the ſecond Perſon of the 
Trinity, without any Perſonal Subſiſtence of its own Dis 
lint, from that of the Eternal os, ſubſiſted by Perſo- 
nality of the Son of- God; but that he was conſtituted of two 
Eſſential diſtin »atural Perſons. Now how Chrilt's ſtand- 
ing inthe room and lead, and ſu/taining the Perſon of the 
Eleit in his ſuffering for them as their Surety, ſhould come 


to be compared with, or paralell'd unto Veſtorianiſm ; and 


thereupon expos'd to Ridicule, and reje&ted as Heretical, I 
think no Man, who is not depriv'd of Reaſon and common 


Senſe, will preſume to underſtand. Nor would any, fave 
one 
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one beyond the Relief of Hellebore, have had the madnefs 
to have fancied or faid it. For as the Orthodox by believ- 
ing and declaring that the ao; took a ſingular and indroidual 
Humane Nature of the ſame vpecies with ours, 7, e. A true 
Body and a reaſonable Soul into Union with his Divine Per- 
ſon ; never meant that he took an Fumane Perſon into that 
Union ; but that the Nature which he aſſumed, ſubliſted by 
the #7izors of the Son of God; ſo the very Neſtorians, who 
held that the /econd Perſon of the Trinity took an Individual 
Humane Perſon, i.e. an Humane Nature, with its proper, na- 
tural and peculiar S«b/iftence into Union with his Divine Per- 
ſon, were never ſo nonſenſical and delirious, as to dream, and 
much leſs to fay that he took the Perſons of all the Eleft intoa 
natural, Phyſical, or Hypoſtatical Union with himfelf, as 
he was the Eternal Son ot. God. 

To which may be added, as that which is further deteQtive 
of Mr. Alfop's prodigious Ignorance, or his impreſidented /x- 
ſincerity, that the Phraſe of Chrift*s ſuſtaining the Perſon of 
the Ele upon the Reaſons, and for the Purpoſes already 
mention'd, was never intended to denote a Perſonal Union, 
whether Phy/ical or Hypoſtatical between Him and Them 
but meerly a Moral and Legal. Nor was it ever uſed to ſig- 
nifie and expreſs more than what he did for them in a Fars- 
dical ConſtruQtion ; namely, that thro* being their Surety, 
he repreſented and became one with them in Conſpetu Fort ; 
and that thro? ſtanding in their room and ſtead, he had the 
Guilt of their Sins imputed. to Him, and ſuffer'd both in 
their place, and underwent whatſoever was Primarily in- 
tended, and Eſſentially comprehended 1n the Sanction of the 
Law ; to which, they, thro? a Violation of the Preceptive 
part of it, were become Obnoxious. That is, to uſe the 
Language and Stile of Foreign Divines, leaſt I ſhould be 
thought to utter Ang/iciſms, or to vent what ſlanderous Per- 
ſons may call Criſpianiſm. C G@ ut ſponſarem federis, pec- 

cata 
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cata noftra 61 a Deo impofita ſaſce iſe, atq; ſua feciſſe, ur pro 
wobis peccatumn 1.6. peccator fattus y'« in Dei Fudicio ; & quia pece 
catum fattus pro nobis, fattus quoq; fit Execratiovi Leg, cui ſe 
noſtro nomine ſubjecit. nam u vice & loco alterius moritur, quo 
mortuo alter mortuus Cenſetur in Judicio. Cloppenb. de Chriſt, 
Servat. Theſl. 14. 15. 1. e. That Chriſt as Surety of the Cove. 
nant, having our Sins imputed to, and charged upon him by God, 
undertook to bear and anſwer for them, as if they had been his 
own ; and that being made Sin; 1. &. a Sinner in the Judicial 
Eſtimate of God ( VIZ. by Imputation ) he therenpon became a 
Curſe by virtue of the Santtion of the Law, to which he had ſub- 
jetted Himſelf in our Name and Stead ; For he only dies in the 


- place and room of another, in, by, and thro) wboſe Death that other 


is accounted in a Legal and Juridical Senſe to have died. And 
that, Chriſtus quatenus pro nobis ſponſor erat, omnium Salvan- 
dorum perſonam ſuſtinebat, ac pro us omnem juſtitiam Legis im- 
plevit, partim in ferendis penis peccatorum, et ſubeundo penas 
condignas quas lex dei a nobis peccatoribus exigebat, partim 
implendo pro us omnem juſtitiam legis, quam lex exigebat, ſed 
quam illi implere non poterant. Voet. Select. par. 2. p. 22. 1.e. 
Chriſt, as he was our Surety, ſuſtained the Perſon of all that are 
to be ſaved, axd did in their Behalf, and for them, fulfill al 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, partly thro" his undergoing the an 
»iſhment which the Law denounced agairftl, and exatted of them 
as Sinners ; and partly thro his performing the whole Preceptive 
part of the Law, which was required of us, but which we could 
wot accompliſh and diſcharge. To which, 1 will only ſubjoyn 
one Pallage more out of the Dogmatica and Elenttica of the 
late Pious and Eminent FHornbeek, in his Textuary Diſcourſe 
on 1 Fohn2,2. where ſhewing that Chriſt is not the Prop#- 
tration for the Sins of the whole World, either in the Arminian 
or in the 4myraldian and Baxterian Senſe, he uſeth This Ar- 
gument ; Pro,quibus Chriftus ſatisfecit, eorum per ſonam ſuſti- 
nuit, at perſonam Reproborum, eterntum damnandorum, & pere- 


undorum, Chriſtus non tulet, &c. Miſcell. Sacr. Par, 2. p. 396. 
That 


=... 
That all for whom Chrift ſatisfied he ſuſtained their Perſon ;- but 
that the Perſon of the Reprobate,aud of thoſe that were to periſh, 
and to be Eternally damned, he did not ſuſtain, Ergo. Sothat 
thro? what | have cited out of theſe three Eminent Divines, 
who were no ways inclined to Antinomianiſm, and who were 
certainly of as vaſt Le&ion, and as gieat Theological Lit- 
terature, as any this Age hath produced, and its being com- 
par'd with what hath been alſo quoted out of Mr. A/op, it 
may be very juſtly queſtion'd whether lis Ignorance, 
his Inſincerity, or his Prophaneneſs, be moſt to be blamed, 
all three being both ſo ſignal and fo obvious. And it 
were well, it the chief thing he were impeachable for, were 
his Ignorance, tho” that in a matter of this Nature, would 
not only leſſen his Reputation as a Scholar, and degrade him 
from being a competent Writer of -Theological Books, bur 
unqualifie him to be a Viniiter of the Goſpel, and from ha- 
ving the InſpeRion and Inſtruction of a Church. But it was 
not ſo much thro* Ignorance, as thro? Infincerity, that 
he hath belched forth thoſe many rude and unmannerly, as 
well as falſe and ſlanderous Expreſſions and Things, which 
I havenow call'd over. For asif he took it for a Diminution 
of his Worth, and an affront to his Dignity, that any 
fave Himſelf ſhould have the Priviledge ot expoſing Him, 
and of ſhewing with what Knavery he writes /pardon the 
term, by reaſon the Penury of our Language is ſuch, that it 
affords not a milder nor a genteeler upon the Occaſion and 
Provocation) for he doth nor only in ſeveral Places acknow- 
ledge that the Phraſe is capable of a good Senſe ; but that it 
had been uſed by Divines of the higheſt Charatter in the 
Reformed Churches. Only that his Sophiſtry "and Prevari- 
cation may be no leſs apparent when he is forced to con- 
feſs a Truth, than when he [nvents a Fable, and Coins a Lye, 
he aſſumes the Confidence toſay, 7hat its being uſed was be- 
fore the Antinomian /erefres were broached, and that from 
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thence ſome of our Proteſtant Divines might overlaſh a little in 
ſome Phraſes, as not dreaming of Salrmarſh or Criſp ; and that 
it was in their Polemicks they talk'd thus, and not in Articles 
of Faith ; and that they talk at this rate when they were fight- 
ing, and not uniting ; and that none of them give any Reaſon 
for their ufing the Phraſe, but run away with it as a word of 
conrſe ; and that Mr. Lobb's Lumber of Modern Teſtimonies, as 
if the Cauſe were to be preſſed to Death with Number, and not 
with Weight, doth only prove thoſe Learned Divines to have been 
of this Faith ; that Chriſt died in our {tead, but that Chriſt in 
his Death ſuſtained the Perſon of Sinners (tor ſo he ſhould have 
worded it, would he have been ſincere and ingenious) was 
neceſſary to the Explication or Confirmation cf that Truth they 
prove not, P. 104, 105. and 96 of his Vindic. and with re- 
ſpe&t to all which Exceptions, 1 do boldly, becauſe knowing- 
ly affirm, that he doth not only ſhametully miltake in all, 
and in every one of the foremeation'd Matters of Fact, but 
that contrary to the Light of his Mind, and the Conviftion 
of his Conſcience, he talſifieth and prevaricates in them out 
of Choice and Deſign. Seeing if ever he had a quarter of 
that Learning which Himſelf pretendeth ro, and which 0» 
thers have allow*d him, it is impoſſible but he ſhould know, 
that as the Broaching the Antinomian Hereſies was of a far 
older date, than the ufing of that Phraſe was by moſt, or 
any of thoſe Divines,whom Mr. Lobb hath quoted, and much 
more,long before Sa/tmarſh and Dr.Crifp were heard of ; ſo he 
cannot without great and reproachable Unacquaintance with 
Theological and Eccleſiaſtical Writers, be ignorant that it 
hath been uſed by divers learned Perſons, who have aQtually, 
and upon Defign, employ*d their Pens againſt 4utinomianiſm: 
And that tho it is not &&lis in Creeds and Conteſlions 
(whereof I have afligned the Reaſon before) yet it hath been 
employed both in Dogmatical and Controverſial Writings a 
gainſt rhe Secinians and others, towards the Defence = Vin- 
cation 
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Jication of the moſt momentous Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: 
And that upon no leſſer Motives, than that the wiſeſt and 
beſt Propugnators of the Orthodox Dottrine, thought them 
hardly either vindicable or explicate without it. And for 
juſtifying the Truth of every particular which I have now 
alledg'd, I do pledge and lay my Word to pawn, that [ 
ſhall be ready to demonſtrate all the foregoing Heads, 
whenſoever Mr. "mT ſhall judge it his Intereſt to call for 
it. But which [ think may be very well adjourn'd at this 
time, both as being alien from my preſent Undertaking, 
and becauſe it would oblige me to enlarge this I etter far- 
ther than is comely and convenient 1n it {elf, or 1s any ways 
neceſſary ina Matter wherein none that are, or have beea 
converſant in Theological Studies, can want or need.Infor- 
mation. I will not add further with what /»ſincerity, but 
with what Forebead could Mr. 4iſop, with all- the petulant 
and fooliſh Drollery, firſt expoſe and ridicule a Phraſe, 
which not only the greateſt Men in the Reformed Church- 
es have uſed with ſo much Scriouſneſs, and upon tlie moſt 
Important Service,and for the weightieſt Reaſons,but for the 
Lampooning whereof, he himſelf is forc'd at laſt to make 
an Excuſe and Apology, by retreating to thoſe weak and 
fabulous Pretences, which I have repeated out of his 
Book. Surely, either his Pride or his Malice have ſo Tin- 
Qtur'd both tus Mind and his Conſcience, that he caa nei- 
ther write with Truth, Integrity, nor Diſcr<tion. For 
were he not either abandon'd to a Reprobate Mind (ze. an 
empty, unprofitable, proſtituted, and an embaſed Under- 
ſtanding) or perfe&tly delirous, he would not inſtead of 
furniſhing us with reaſonable, juſt, and coherent Thoughts, 
obtrude upon us what is either Scandalous and Impure, or 
Chymerical, Fabulous and Romantick. But that which is more 
to be deteſted, than even his /y/incerity, is, that he not only 
turns every thing, how Sacred ſoever, into Dro/ and Bax- 
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fer; but that with a Prophaneneſs, not to be exceeded, and 
hardly to bs paralell'd among the moſt Atheillical Debau- 
chees, or the higheſt Kanters, he Ridicules and Lampoons 
one of the moſt material DoQrines of Faith. For to ſay, 
That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thro ſuſtaining the Perſon of the 
Elett in bis Sufferings, which is but the Equivalent (tho? a 
little more Empharically expreſſed for the Vindication of 
the Truth and Reality of bis Satisfattion againſt the Sgci- 
tans, who deny it, and the Arminians, who both ſupplane 
and pervert it) of his dying in our room, was Hiſtrio perſonatus, 
Like a Stage-player, that puts on the Perſon T Ning, when 
indeed he is but ſome ſorry Fellow; is a Blalphemy beyond 
the Chaſtiſement of the Pex, and ought to be puniſh'd by 
the Publick Rods. And for the Brethren at St. Helens, to. 
connive at this [Impious Feer and Sarcaſm, will be conſtrued 
by the Sober and Impartial part of Mankind as an Approv- 
ing of it. Yea, if they ſuffer it to eſcape their Paſtoral 
Cenſure, it will be fit to bring it under the Animadverſion 
and Diſcipline of the Law. For Blaſphemy is no leſs ut- 
ter'd and communicated in an A/u/or, than if it were ex- 
preſs'd in plain and dire Terms. And to be patient and 
modeſt in ſuch a Caſe, is neither Religion nor good Man» 
ners, but Treachery to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Souls of Men. Could he not be contented to-be a Diſſem- 
bler, an #iſtrio, a Stage-Player, a Perkin Warbeck himſelf, 
iq all the Charatters. he bears, and the Imployments which 
he lays claim unto. but muſt he in a way of Licentious and 
Impious Wit, transform- our Bleſſed Lord in- the Solema 
Work of Redemption into ſuch an one? It will be highly 
Righteous, and is therefore greatly to be feared, that he 
who turns, Chri/i”*s ſuſtaining the Perſon of thoſe whom he 
died toſave, into a Jeſt, will be-left in Earneſt to bear both 
the Guilt and Puniſhment of his own Crimes. For our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, beivg (even as our Mediator and Surety) py 
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ofed as the Ohje# of our Adoration ; he cannot without the 
higheſt Blaſphemy, be made the Sj of our wanton Sport. 
And his having done and ſufter'd all that was Incumbent 
upon, and demanded of Him as our *A//«4yx;, ought to be 
entertain'd and rely'd upon with a firm zelief, and hum- 
ble Thankfulneſs ; ad not to be thus Atheillicaily Ricicul'd 
and Lampoon'd, 

Bur that | may not purſue the Accuſation of 7zſercerity, 
wherewith [ have charged him, to that Extent and Prolixity 
that I might, and for which he hath afforded me plentiful 
Matrer, whereupon to found ſeveral other Examples and 
Inſtances of it, I will therefore, both to ſave him che being 
further expos'd, and made infamous, and to ſpare, my felt 
the unſafe, as well as unpleaſant Labour of Dy/-c{ing a Cor- 
rupt, it not an InfeQious Body, give only one. Example 
more of it; and that in another kind of Learning. where- 
in his weak and ignorant Admirers will have him to be ad- 
mirably qualified. For whereas he lis the Vanity himſelf 
to ſet up, not only for an excellent Grammariin, but for an 
exact and wonderful Philologiſt, and is highly worſhipp'd, 
and hath a great Veneration paid him upon that Account by 
Mr. Williams, who can neither ſpeak nor write Syntaxical 
Latin, if he can ſo much as underſtand a common Roman 
Author, not to put him upon the difficulty of Reliſhing Ci- 
cero, | ſhall therefore ſhew him to be either a Dunce in that 
kind of Learning, or that his Conſcience and Underſtand- 
ing are not at an Accord. In that he either ignorantly per- 
verts a common Latin Paſſage from the true 5enſe of it, oc 
with his Cuſtomary ſoncer:ty, doth contrary to his Know- 
ledge mil-repreſent its meaning, The Paſſige which I do 
refer unto is that of Miltoy's upbraiding Salma/tus for his ſay- 
ing, De parricidio in perſona Regis admiſſo; and Milton's ad- 
ding thereupon, Quid queſo eſt parricidium in perſons Regis 
admittere > Quid in perſona Regis * Qne unquam Latinitas fic 
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locutaeſt ? Niſt aliquem nobis Pſtudo-Philippum narras, &c, 
From which Expreſſion Mr. A/ſop took occaſion for the 
raiſing and ſupporting all the Impious Banter, and Athei- 
ſtical Drollery, for which I have lately called him to an 
Account ; whereas it's molt probable that Mr. Mzi/rox 
quarrelPd not with Sal/maſizs about the Word Perſons, with 
Reſpect to its having a Natural and Proper, as well as a 
Tropical Signification ; but that his Satyrical Refle&i- 
on againſt rhat great /hz/ologift and Critick, was rather 
for his having uſed the Ablative Caſe, Perſona, 
in the Room of the Arccuſative, Perſonam, Which 
Milton fezms to have fancied he ought to have uſed, 
For, thgugh he could not but know thar a Perſo#4 in the 
Nominative, might and uſually did admit a Natural Signi- 
fication, yer it's moſt likely he imagin'd that ir neither did 
nor could doo. as ir is there uſed by Sa/maſixs in the Abla- 
five. And trom therce it was that he Conſtrued, Perſona, 
in the Ab/ative, not to ſignifie a Rightful and Legal King, 
but a 7yrant, there upon adding Tyrannus enim qnaſs Hiſtri- 
onalis quidam Rex, Lurva tantum & Perſona Regis, non 
ver(ns Rex eff, Now whereas Mr. Lobb had given this 
Anſwer to Mr. Al/op upon his having on this ſuppoſed 
Authority of Milrons lo prophanely Banter'd upon the 
Word Perſona, as uſed in Reference to Chriſt's Repreſent- - 
ing and Standing in the Room of the El:@ in His Sufferings: - 
The Reply which this Wanton Buffooz and Ignorant Fop 
makes is, Riſum teneatis, was any thing ſpoken more Riat- 
eulouſly ; in that My. Milton bad zo quarrel with Salmaſius 
about the Caſe, but Exagitates the Phraſe as improper and 
unbecomins ſo great a Grammarian as Salmafius had then 
the Vogue for in the Learned World. Vindicat. &c. p. 111, 
112. Whereas notwithſtanding both the poſitiveneſs and 
the huffing of this Haughty Man, the Anſwer that 


was giveato Mr. A{op by Mr. Lobb is the very ſame with 
| one 
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one of the Anſwers which Sa/maſivs gives in his Reply (Pub 
liſhed by his Son) to Mr. Mri/roy. For having proved by 
many Inſtances that Perſons is often taken by and uſed in 
the Beſt Authors, in a Proper and Natural Senſe, and 
not always in a Figurative and T ropical, as Splendida Per- 
ſona in Celſus, for one in Eminent Dignity, Perſona Imperato- 
ris in Amylins probus, to ſignifie the Emperour ; non qualis 
cunque Perſona Teſtimoni: pondus habet , that every Mans 
Diſpoſition is not b Credit, in Cicero; parcere Perſonis, 
dicere de witiis, to ſpare Mens Perſons when we ſpeak of their 
Faults, according to the common Gromon; Mea & Tus 
Ferſona pro Ego & Tu, My rperſoz and Tours, for I and You 
Perſona pupilli & Tutoris, among the Civilians, for the Guar- 
dian and the Pupil ; Perſonales Attiones in the Law, Attions 
which affett the Perſons of Men in Contradiſtinition from 
Rules which affet# only their Goods and Eſtates, &c. I do 
ſay, that after Sa/maſins had alledged all tha tl have now 
mention'd, in Juſtification of his having ufed the Word 
Perſona , in a' Proper Senſe (whereunto it were Eaſy to 
Multiply Hundreds of Teſtimonies more Omitted by him, 
were it not both Pedantick and needleſs) he adds, that 
Milton's Accuſing him of Barbariſm,becauſe of the Foremen« 
tioned Expreſſion, was, Fortaſſean quod non dixerit Salma- 
fius in Perſonam Regis admiſſum parricidium, ſed in Perſo- 
4, perhaps becauſe he had uſed the Term in the Ablative and 
not in the Acruſative, Upon which that Great _” 
proceeds to Expoſe as well as alſo Reprimand him, in fay- 
ing, 0 Barde, Ludimagiſtrum weterem redi , ut diſcas quid 
fit Latine Loqui, Get thee Fool back to thy School-Maſter, 
and under the Ferula, that thou maiſt Learn what it is to 
ſpeak Latin. And to Expoſe Milton's Tgnorance, he ſub- 
joyns divers Teſtimonies our of Claffick Authors, in which 
the Ablative is uſed in the Senſe that he had Imployed it. 
As, in Perſona errare pro circa Perſonam ; in puclla pallere: 


And 
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And that of Virgil ſpeaking of Achilles, non talis inhoſte 
fuit Triamo. So that the O Barae, thou Fool , whergof 
Mr. A4iſop is ſo liberal to Mr Lobb,p.1 12,ubi ſupra,falls to his 
own ſhare, and comes in with his many other good Quali- 
ties to make a part of his Character. Nor oughr I to omit 
here turther to Obſerve, becauſe it ſhews the Ignorance or 
the Inſincerity of the Man beyond all poſſibility of Contra- 
diction,how he.either Miſunderſtands orPerverts the deſign 
of Sal/maſins's ſaying to Milton,0 Barde! Through affirming 
that the whole which Sal/maſins intended, was to reject the 
ſuppoſal with Scorn and Indignation, that he ſhould be thought 
zo have miſtaken the *blative for the Accuſative.Ibid. Where- 
as it was no part of his Intention to Excuſe himſelf. 
from a Miſtake of that Nature, in that he very well knew 
that he had Written, as according to Patteros ſet him in 

the beft Roman Authors, tho he both might and ought, but 

the whole of his Intention was to Ridicule Mr. M/toz for 

quarrelling with it as a Berbariſm,when indeed it was rather 

an Elkgarcy, However upon the whole Mr. 4/ſop appears 

no leſs Ignorant and Ridiculous, in his aſſirming the Word 

Perſon to ſignifie only a Larwa, one under a Mask or Dif 

guiſe, like the Perſons Dramatis, the Comedians upon a 

Stage, who Counterfeit Perſons whom they neither really, 

nor Juridically, or Legally are ; and that Perſoza, & Perſo- 

nam Suſtinere, dare net ſhew, their Face in any Learned Lan- 

guage,in another Senſe; than Sa/mafius pronounceth Mr. M:- 
zon to have taken it,in his Requiringan Accuſativewhen an 

Ablative was as Rhetorical, but the Impitty of Mr. A!/op is 

glaring and unpardonable, to have upon.no other Occaſion, 

than a Grammatical Scuffle between two Learned Men, who 

Extreamly valued themſelves.upon their underſtanding the 

Proprieties and Elegancies of the Latine Tongue, and who 


| ſought all Advantages, tor Depreſſing, and leſſening one 


anothers Eſteem, with reſpeCt to their knowledge in that 


Lapguage. Ifay, to have upon no other Occaſion run _ 
| thoſe 
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thoſe Exceſſes of a Lampoon and Blaſphemy, which 
he hath done in his Aſſimilating Chriſt's ſuſtaining the Per- 
ſon of the Elect in his Sutferings, to an Actor on a 
Theatre, who aſſumes the perſonating cf another upon Mo- 
tives of Profit, and for no other end ( befides his own In- 
tereſt ) than to give Sport and Diverſion. And as for the 
Character he gives Mr. :/:o» of having been a Perſon, 
whoſe excellent Latin, Terſe and Smooth, bas recommended 
his Stile to all: that underſtand the Language ; it is that which 
I am not much concern'd, nor at biden now largely to dif- 
pute with him: Bur with reſpeCt to what his Religion was, 
I have convincing Reaſons to induce me to believe he was 
an Arrian, And as his Principles of Faith (on that Hypo- 
theſ:s,, which I ſhall be ready to juſtifie when lawfully call'd 
to it ) oblig'd him both to deny the Deity, and the Satis- 
fation of Chriſt ; fo it is the leſs ro be wonder'd at, that he 
took all Opportunities to expoſe and ridicule (conſidering 
withal the Satyrical Genius and Temper of the Man) what- 
ſoever he found made uſe of to explain and vindicate the 
Dodrine of the Orthodox in cither of thoſe Articles. But 
that Mr. 4//op ſhould borrow and take up his Sarc2/ms upon 
the Fundamentals of our Chriſtian Faith, and improve them 
into Ribaldry, Blaſphemy, and Burleſque, ( which as thoſe 
times would not -bear in any, ſo Mr. M:ton had more Diſc * 
cretion than to attempt it) would be ſomewhat ſurprizing, 
were not the Man diſtracted; and whoſoever is ſo, may 
even renounce Chriſt and the Goſpel, as well as flan- . 
der an4 revile his Brethren, without the being held or pu- 
niſh'd as a Criminal. Seeing, ſuch as are Lunatick are alike 
uncapable of Moral, as of C:vil Government, and not to be 
reſtrain'd by Laws, but by Fetters and Chains. Tho? it js . 
nevertheleſs obſerved of mad Men, that they are much .the 
ſame in their Paroxiſms of Phrenſje, what they were in the 
Maral and Political Complexions of their Minds before, (wit- 

neſs 
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neſs among a thouſand others, 0/iver's Porter) tho? they had 
the Art and Hypocriſie to cover and conceal it. But as to 
Mr. Milton's having been a compleat Maſter in the Latix 
Tongue, I will not (as I juſt now ſaid) beſo injurious to the 
Reputation of his Memory, as to endeavour with any In- 
duſtry or Zeal to detra&t from his CharaQter in that parti- 
cular, Tho? it were not difficult to cite ſeveral Paſſages 
out of his Defenſio pro populo Anglicano, (which is the Book 
upon a Paragraph, whereof Mr, 4/fop ſuperſtrudts kis Athe- 
iſtical Prophanations, in reference to our Saviour, and his 
Redemption of Sinners) that are ſo far from being Elegant, 
that they are not zr»e nor proper Latin. Such are his Mo- 
do 4ures teretes habent & dottas, Provided they have accurate 
and learned Ears. For modo habeant. Faſtigio turgere, to be 
ſwelP4 with, and elevated thro Pride, pro Faſtu.. Ne ex las 
chrimis micam ſalts poſſe exprimi ; that a Grain of Salt cannot 
be extrafled out of Tears : For guttam or guttulam, a Drop. 
Exigniſmam, the leaft, which is no Latin word, for Exiguam. 
Stipe Contentum eſſe, to be ſatisfied with an A/ms ; for Stipen> 
dio, a Sallary or Reward; and Denarium illud, which is a 


groſs Sollzciſm ; for Illam, that Penny, Befides many more, 


which I have not Time, nor will be ſo uncivil as to take no- 
tice of Neither will I ſay that theſe Miſtakes, whither Bar- 
bariſms or Soleciſms, do in the leaſt hiopder Mr. Milton from 
being very juſtly eſteem'd an excellent Latiniſt, ſeeing rhe 
Politeſt Writers in that Language are ſometimes ſubject to 
Faults of. the like kind. So that even Strada, who was un- 
doubtedly one of the moſt Elegant Writers in the Lativ 
Tongue, which any of the latter Ages have prgduced, could 
not eſcape being ſeverely expoſed, as well as Animadverted 
upon by $Sczopius, in a Book which thar ill-natur'd and ſnar- 
Ing Critick intituked, [yfamia famiani trade. And if it ſhould 
in the Fvent prove, that it was not for Vr. M:/tons having 
been an Arrian ( tho' that People's Theological Syſtem ” 
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in all things more Coherent in it elf, and in ſome not fo de« 
trattive from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor ſo contradiQtious to 
the Scripture in divers Particulars, as that of the Socinzars is) 
why Mr. A!ſop doth ſo eſteem and admire him, and gather 
up the moſt Ulcerous and InfeAive part of his Writings, 
with greater Luſciouſneſs than the Poets are {aid to have 
lick'd Homer's Spittle; yet if Mr. Milton had two other 
Qualities, that reconcile him to Mr. A!ſop's Veneration, and 
Which encourage him both to borrow from, and imitate 
him. * One was, his having been the moſt Sityrical and Sar- 
caſtical Writer of this Age ; who never cared whether what 
he ſaid of an Adverfary was either true or civil, provided 
it was but picquant and biting: And who never govern'd 
himſelf towards thoſe that had wrote againſt him, - by the 
Maxims and Rules either of Rel/gion, or of Moral Decency, 
but by Principles of Haughrineſs, Indignation, and Revenge, 
whereof both his Defenſio pro populo Anglicano, againſt Sal- 
maſius, and-his Defenſio pro ſeipſo, againit Morus, \ not to 
mention other of his Books) are as well ſhameful as un- 
controulable Evidences. The other was his having been t'1e 
moſt malicious and virulent Antimenarchical Writer in Bri- 
tain, and the greater Zealot for Democracy. For which, 1 
ſuppoſe he has the more Incenſe offer'd to his Memory by 
Mr. Alſop, and the ſweeter Flowers ſtrowed upon his Grave. 
Which I doubt not but Mr. A4//op, with the fame kxcility, 
and the like Artifices of Sophiſtry can reconcile, both to his 
having taken the Oath of Allegiance to his preſent Majefy, 
as Rightful Soveraign and King, and to his having ſubſcrib'd 
the Aſſociation, as he can bring his Aztiſozz0 to harmonize, 
and to be in Alliance and Confederacy with his Faithful Re- 
Buke, and his Vindication of it. All that I will further add 
in reference to Mr. 4iſop*s transferring a Paſſage out of Mil- 
ton (and that both wonderfully miſtaken, miſapplied, and 
blaſphemouſly improv*d by =_ andin which Mr. Milton 

. alſo 
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alſo groſly erred ) upon a Sahjeit, where, tho Raillery was 
not decent, yet it wasnot Impious, into a Theological Dif- 
courſe about an Important Article of Faith, and his perver- 
ting it there to the height of Prophaneneſs, is, that the man 
will be beholding to any Authors whatſoever, and readily 
borrow from them ; yea, be thankful to the Chaplain of the 
Copper-mines in Sweden, for his Aid and Aſſiſtance, ( wich 
whom, having brought-him into an Feclefiaſtical Office, 1 
do reckon he purpoſeth to cultivate a Friendſhip and» Cor- 
reſpondence) 1f order to his being enabled to be Irreligji- 
ouſly Witty, Nor are his many Puns, Gas Jets, 
Drolleries and Sarcaſms, wherewith his late Books are 
plentifully enrich'd, any thing elſe, ſave the moſt Immo- 
ral} and Libertine Scraps of the worſt Plays,and the greatlielt 
offenſive Recrements of the Mountebank's Stage, which he hath 
borrow'd and tranſplanted rhence, and grafted into his Thee 
logical Writings, and hisDivinity LeQures to make himſelf e. 
ſteem'd a Jocular, Divertive, and Witty Author, whereas in 
ung they do only ſerve to proclaim him a pittiful Jack- 
. Pudding, and an Ivſolent Buffoon, who hath neither Grace 
nor good: manners. | 

- Having diſpatch'd all that I intended upon the Head of 
Hr. Alſop's Inſincerity, in what he writes, both of Perſons 
and Things; and having interwoven ſome RefleQtions upon 
that way, manner, and method of Writing, as I found them 
agreeable and pertinent'to the ſeveral and reſpeQful Ivſtaz- 
ces I have alledged in Juſtification of that Charge, all that 
now remains in reference to this Branch of my Letter, ad- 
dreſſed unto you, Reverend Paſtors, and Brethren of the Cox 
| cr Perſwaſion, is by a very few general Refle&ions, 
= ich / promifed as M#zzel to this Moloſſus) to lay open 
= Hurt and Miſchief, as well as the moral Criminalnels 

it, 
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Tn the Firff Place then, It is a high Aﬀeont to the Al. 
mighty God, who being Himſelf Eſſentially YVeraciovs, Im- 
rinted it Originally as a DiFamezx Natural upon our Iati- 
eftual Faculties, that we ſhould nor diſſlemble, Miſrepre- 
ſent, falſly nor direQly Lye. For as it is ContradiQtious 
to all the Attributes ot God, that he ſhould depart from 
Truth, and Peracity, in what he ſays either in Revealing 
Do&rines to be Implicitly believed, giving forth Promi- 
ſes, to be firmly Reclied upon ; Denouncing Threat- 
nings , to be greatly Dreaded ; or Recording Mat- 
ters of FaCt, to be carefully Obſerved ; $0 it 1s both 
our Indiſpegſable Duty to Contorm unto and Imitare 
Him, and will be the higheſt Improvement and Perfe&ion 
of our Reaſonable Nature, to become as nearly /4ſt- 
mulated unto him in the Properties of Trath and Sixcert- 
ty, as our Creature and Finite State will admit. For, tho 
there be ſeveral things, the InjunQion whereof depends. 
cth Entirely upon thg Soveraign, and Arbitrarious Will of 
God; and Abſtratting from which, the Performance of 
them, would be no part of Duty, nor the Omitting of 
them any Traſgreſſion; yet his requiring us to be Veracious 
and S'xc:re in whatſoever we Proteſs in reference to Him, 
and what he has Authentically Declared ; or ſpeak unto, 
or concerning Men ; hath its Foundation in the Atributes 
of the Divine Being, Anticedent]ly unto, and Regulative 
of the P/2c/t4 of His Will. And as every Man therefore 
upon the Principles of his being madein the Image of God, 
and under His Law, ought to be exaltly Yeracious, and 
not 'to Repreſent Perſons and Things otherwiſe than he 
knows them to be; ſo there are Particular Reaſons, for 
which the departure of a Miniſter. of the Goſpel from be- 


ing Morally upright, Sizcere and Tre, comes to be at- 


tended with an Aggravated and Inhanſed Guilt. Becauſe 


being a SeleQted,and Peculiar Officer both of Gods RedFora/ 
KRjnganm 
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Kjngdom over men in General, and of His Diſpen/aticn; of 
Grace, for the recovering a lapſed Race to their Duty, and 
the Re-cnveitivg them ia a Foriented Happineſs ; heis upon 
both Accounts Diſtiactly Bound, not todo or lay any thing, 
that may be Inconliſteat with, or unbecoming the Chara. 
Qter of an Ambaſſadvur of the Great and True God, ttheHigh 
and Univerſal Suveraign, and our Gracious and Mercitul 
Father. For whereas Tricks, Deceits, Milrepreſentations,and 
Impoſirgs upon the Eaſy and Creduivus part of Mankind, 
are Obſerved to have becn very uſuai and Cuſtomary Quali- 
ties in the Prieſts of the H-arhen Deities, yetit 15a thing that 
can be plainly Accounted for, in that being the Officers and 
Miniſters ot the Father of Lies, aad who throtigh ſpeaking 
under his Authority, andin Imitation of his Example, did 
but in (onfoimiry both to their Malters Copy and his 
Commiſſion. As he in Terence Jultified his Lactviouſnels 
from his AQting after the Patern ſet him by J«pirer, But 
that One who Pretends to be Authoriſed to Declare the 
Refteral Will of the Supream and SSveraign Being ; Pro- 
claim the In4emnifyinos Grace of a Compaſſionate and Indu'. 
gent Father, and Convey to the Knowledge of Nfen the 
Truths Revealed by Him, that is the Eſſential Yey:ty, ſhould 
not oply al'ow himſelt in putting Falle G/oſſes upon Things, 
through Paraphraſ'ng what is Heterodox and Unſound, to 
an Orthodox and Honeſt Senſe, which he knoweth in his 
Conſcience it wi!l not bear; and by perverſely Expounding 
what is Erroneons roa good Meaning, which the Authors 
neither Intended, nor the Words will Admit ; but ſhould 
ſet up for a Romancer, a Coyner of Fables, a Miſrepre- 
enter and Slanderer, would be wonderfully ſurpriſiag to 
me in Reference to Mr. A//op, had he not beforehand vouch- 
{ſafed to: give me ſome Intelligence of his Acquaintance 
with the Chaplain of the Copper. Mines in Sweden, Now 


tho I have a large Field for ſuſpicion before me, uyon 
: which 


| 
! 
| 
f 


_ - 


—_— 


I ooo me nd 
ILSS 


[ 73 |] 


which to judge what this Man is like to be in the P»/piz,from 
what I find him to be from the Preſs ; yet upon RecolleCti- 
on of what I have obſerv'd him to ſay of others, namely, 
That they are not the fame when Diſputing, as when Teach- 
ing, and Preackiag ; | (hall be ready to grant, that the Belief, 
Dotrine, and Charafter of the Man, are not to be taken 
from, and upon his Ravings in his Fits of Lunacy and Diftra- 
Hon; but that they are to be judg*d of by his Axti-Sozzo, 
which he wrote either before he became Delirous, or un- 
der the Decay of the Moon, and in his Lucida, Only it will 
be neceſſary for his Auditors, carefully to remark how the 
Tide flows at London-Bridge and Weſtminſter-/tairs, that 
they may thereby calculate at what Seaſons they may 
give Credit to the DoCtrine of their Paſtor. 

The /econd Refleftion I would make upon this Infincere 
and miſrepreſenting way of writing 1s, that it uncermines 
and blows up the Foundation and Ba/rs of all Society, whe- 
ther C:vil or Eccleſiaſtick, Hobbs State of Nature, 1n which 
he ſuppoſed all Men to be from under the Ties and Obliga- 
tions of Laws; ſo that he who had moſt Legerdemazx 
and Cunning, might over-reach, cheat and deceive; and 
he who had the moſt Strength, or the greateſt Party to ſup- 
port him, might either rob or deſtroy his Neighbour, with- 
out becoming Guilty or Obnoxious to Puniſhment, was an 
Eligible Condition ; in compariſon of this, which Mr. .4/- 
ſop's way of writing concerning Perſons and Things,would 
reduce the World unto. Seeing upon Mr. Hobb's Hypothe- 
ſis all People would be upon their Guard, and no one would 
give Faith or Credit to another, whether in Words or Oaths; 
whereas all Society among Men being now eſtabliſh*d upon 
a Belief, that they might mutually truſt and take one ano- 
ther's Word, .the Ligature and Cement of all Fellowſbip is 
di{folv*'d and broken into: Aroms of Duſt by the Morals and 
Practice of Mr. 4//op. And if Mr. Hobb's Scheme of Nature 
| U "5 be 


[ 76 ] 
be juſtly Deteſtable, becauſe both of the Infamous Aſperſi- 
ons, Which it faſtneth both upon the Wiſdom and Good. 
neſs of God, in making us not only capable of Converſati- 
on, and of Incorporating into Communities together ; but 
leaving us under thoſe Individual Deficiencies and Neceſſi- 
ties, which render it abſolutcly neceſſary, without imbu-. 
ing us with thoſe Qualities, or the ſubjeCting us to ſuch 
Laws, as make it practicable and ſafe; as alſo the Aﬀront it 
gives to our reaſonable Nature, in debaſing it to a Level, 
with that of Brutes, or below it, thro? acquitting us from 
all Obligations, by Virtue of any /rterna/ Dittamina, or Ir 
telleftual Reaſonings, to Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth, &c. and 
that our Engagements thereunto are only owing to Com- 
= and Bargains one with another. How much moreis. 
ar. Alſop*s Divinity in his Praxis ( whatſoever other Theo. 
logy or Philoſophy he may have in the Theory) to be ab. 
horr'd, in that it ſuperſedes all Truth and Sigcerity among, 
men, whether reſulting from [nternal Difates, External 
Revelation, or Social Covenants and Agreements, For as the 
two Pillars of Truth, and Branches of Yeracity, upon which. 
all Society is. ſuperſtrufted, are, that one Man ſhall not lie to 
another, and, that he ſhall upon no Provocations belie him ; 
neither obtrude that upon the Faith of another, which he 
that ſpeaks or writes, doth not Himſelf believe, mean, or 
neal nor faſten that Fa&, or affix that Opinion unto a no-- 
ther, which he hath neither by Overta&s, nor any of thoſe 
Signs, by which the Internal Sentiments of a Man's Mind 
do become diſcernable, given Proof and Manifeſtation of. 
Of the Reverſe of cach, of which, Mr. W:il:ams, as well as. 
Mr. 4//op, are Guilty in the Higheſt'degree, And that both. 
thro maſquing, diſguiſing, and diſſembling- their own Og: 
pinions ; and by miſrepreſenting, and falſly conſtruing the- 
Opinions of others;. and by imputing thofeNotions to then, 
for which they have not only the- greateſt Averfion - _ 
inds-. 
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Minds, but have teſtified it by all the ways and means that 
would fatisfie ſuch as are not reſolv'd out of Picque againſt 
a Party, as well as againit certain Perſons, to have Inno- 
cency come under the [gnominy, and to ſuffer the Puniſh- 
ment of Guilt. Nur ſhould 1 fay an undecent, and much 
leſs a ſevere thing, if | ſhould call them the Nuiſances of So- 
cieties of eyery kind. and that they deſerve to be thruſt 
out from having any ſhare in the Priviledge and Benefit, et» 
ther of a Civil Corporation, or of Church Communion. And as 
no Subjects can be ſafe under any Form of Government whats 
ſoever, where Defamarions are not only praCtiſed and ens - 
couraged, but accounted Evidences of Zeal tor God, and 
of Loyalty to the King; ſo no Supream Rulers, by what 
names ſoever dignified, can be ſecure either as to their - 
Perſons, or their Governing Authority, Where the mealures, 
by which theſe Men manage themſelves, are allowed to - 
eſcape without Publick Cenſure. For to ſpeak or write of 
thoſe whom one diflikes, with a Liberty and Qareſtrained- 
neſs, as if every thing were lawful to be pronounced of 
them, which may detraQt from their Reputation, as Subs» 
jets, Scholars and Miniſters, is to diſſolve the Ligaments + 
of Society, and to turn Churches, Corporations and King- 
doms, into a worſe Confuſion than that of Babel, where e- 
very one ſpake what he meant, tho thro the Novelty,as well : 
as the diverſity of their Languages, they could not at firſt 
underſtand one another. Whoſoever accuſeth his Neighbour - 
unjuſtly, in a Book addreſſed by him to the World, is as 
much a Delator, and ought to bear the Diſgrace-due to ſuch, 
and to paſs for one that is no leſs Suborned by his Emuy, Mas - 
lice, and Revenge, to bea ſlanderous Informer ; than as if for 
the Lucre of money he ſhould perjuriouſly depoſe- at the 
Kings Bench, or Seſſion Houſe. And tho ſuch Detraftors 
may not in all Cafes be Arraignable before my Lord Chief - 
Juſtice; yet it is not for the Intereſt of Mankind, nor ” | 
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the Peace of Communities, that they ſhould be let go 
'without the Suffering of ſome fort of Diſcipline, which 
-is the alone Reaſon, and not any Perlonal Quarrel 
with or againſt the Men, why I have aſſumed the 
Freedom, and Charged my felt with the Trouble of giy. 

1ng it them. ; | 
The laſt Refletion which I will make upon this In/incere 
and Defamatory way of Writing, 1s, that it is Extreamly 
prejudicial to Religion, and adapted to do more hurt by the 
Temptations and Encouragements which it Adminilters 
to render people Prophane, than, on the ſuppelition that 
the Writer were inthe right ia every thing that is Doftri. 
nal, all his Arguments can do good by the making and 
preſerving men Orthodox. Seeing iuch are the Frame and 
Complexion of the Minds and Spirits of the Generality, 
that Praftice and Example are more Obſerved, and have a 
greater Influence upon them, than bare Teaching and In- 
{cuQions uſually have. In that there is no advantage 
thought to be gained by Hypocriſy 1n the former ; Where- 
as it may be Imagined Subſervient in the latter to ſeveral 
peculiar Ends. And of all People Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel are moſt liable to be Judged by that Criterion, both 
1 reference to the reality of their own Religion, and as to 
the Opinion which they have of all Religion in general; 
and to have it concluded from their Manners, what their 
Inward Belief is. Nor will they be held perſwaded of the 
Being of a God, or World to come ; the Tenor of whoſe 
Praftice is ſuch, as if there were not. Neither will the 
Preaching up of Sincerity, Meekneſs and Charity, be 0+ 
therwiſe Eſteemed than as Grimace and Pazeantry ; while 
Falſhood, Malice, Petulancy, and Defamation,are the whole 
of what is to be ſeen in the Morals of him that Preach- 
-eth. | Whence it is Both commonly and reaſonably ſaid, 
hat tho the Speculative Atheiſt be a Fool, conſidering the 
many 
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many Convincing Means he is furniſhed with, beth within 
and without him, in himſelf, and whartſozver doth ſurround 
him, to aſcertain him of a Deity; yet the Prafical one is 
of the two pronounced to be the greateſt Knave, in that the 
Latter diſpiſeth and affronts God, while the former doth cnly 
deny him. Nor can any thing be more fatally miſchicyous, 
both to the Perſonal and Publick Ends of Religion, than for 
thoſe whoſe Office it is to inform the Minds and the Conſc:- 
ences,and to govern theLives of Men, by the Truthard Prin- 
ciples of it; to ſet them a Pattern in and by their own Pra- 
Ctice, importing that the whole which they deliver unto, 
and preſs upon others, they do themſelves telieve to be 
Fable and Romance. But the damage of this kind done 
to Religion by Mr. A!/op's way of managing the Dz(trinal 
Controverſies of it, being ſo o2yious to all who will give 
them{lves Liberty to think, is therefore neither the only 
ror the principal Zopick, by and upon which ! would repri- 
mand him, in reference to this matter. That then,where- 
with I would charge, and for which I would rebuke and 
chaſtiſe him, is, that in the whole Frame and Texture of 
his lateWritings, he muſt ether thro* MalicedireQly deſign, 
or thro Folly and DiſtraQtion occaſion and promore Schiim 
and Diviſion among Diſſexters, and give Ground not only 
for alicnation, - but for Bitrernels of Spirit in one Party 
2gainſt the other. The whole Tendency of what he hath 
publ:ſhed in the two Books which he hath lately emitted, 
being not only to ſeparate and divide the Diſſenters into 
two diſtin Parties ( which they already are)- but to Mar- 
{pal and Rendevouze them into oppoſite Faftions, in orc'er 
cicher to make both of them a Prey to ſuck as may have 
a Mind to overthrow the Liberty which is at preſent gran- 
ted and-indulged them ; or at lezſt tocruſh and ſubvert the 
Freedom of thoſe among them that cannot come into the 
Tcrms Of a CTmprehen{tcn with the Dignitarics and Paſtors 
of the Pi:cefan ard eſtabliſhd Form. Andif I emit Cefine 
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and conclude the Inclinations of the whole Presbyterian Body, 
by the Overt-afts of Mr. Alſop and Mr. Williams, T ſhould 
be tempted to fay, that they of the Congregational Way were 
not only to have the Lzberty youchlaſed them by Law 
withdrawn, and the 4 repealed ; but that they were tobe 
made obnoxious to ſome new and penal Szazute. Secing 
were they guilty of the A#tinomjan Notions they are charg- 
ed with, not only of Emaſculating and Corrupting the 
whole Goſpel, and of turning it into a Lampoon upon the 
Righteauſneſs, Wildom, Holineſs and Veracity of God, but 
of perverting it into a Scandal and Reproach of our Re- 


_ deemer thro? the Licentiouſneſs, which Antinomax Tenets 


give mental Biaz, -as well as Dottrinal Countenance unto; 
they would be fo far from deſerving the Benefit of a Sta- 
tute of Indulgence and Liberty, that they ought to fall un- 
cer the Severeſt Reſtraints of Law, as thoſe who 7raveſtie 

the whole Chriſtian Religion, and pervert it into a Scheme 

that juſtifieth Immorality and Ungodlineſs. For tho? 

neither will nor dare pronounce of thoſe who thro? Weak- 

-neſs of Thought, Pre-poſſeſſions by Education, or the Un- 
bappineſs of Acquaintance, have imbib'd thoſe Principles, 

that they are praCtically wicked ; yet I will be bold to ſay, 

that their Virtue and Piety are not ſo much to be reſoly'd 

into the Light and Efficacy of their Principles, as into the 

Mechanical Fabrick of their Bodies; upon which, both the 

Grave, Reſerv*d, and Sober Temper of their Minds, and 

the want of Incitement, Food and Aliment to Scandalous 

Tranſgreſlions in their Lives, do very much depend; or ra- 

ther into the Efficacious Renewing and Santtifying Grace of 

Ged, which to Souls that are ſincere and upright in their 

Intentions, tho? miſtaken in their Opinions, giveth a vito- 

rious Prevalency over the Errors of the Underſtanding, as 
well as over the Luſts of the Heart ; 7he Law of the Spirit 
ef Liſe in Chriſt Jeſus adminiſtring a Redemption in toth ou 
. the 
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the Law of Sin and —_ But ; is the Happineſs of you + 
Reverend Paltors and Elders of the Congregational Way, that 
you do not only at preſent live under a King, who hath 
more Temper as well as Wiſdom, than to hearken to two 
very mean and indifferent Predicants, and who upon all o- 
ther Accounts, fave the overvaluing themſelves, are much 
leſs Men than they are.Preachers, that would upon the 
Ruins of the Reputation, Learning and Ptety of their Bre- 
thren, advance themſelves into two Diftatorial and Patri- 
archal Seats over the Body of Di{ſenters ; but that you are 
* under the Care and ProteQtion of a National Senate, who 
upon preceding Specimens, know by what Rules of Fuma- 
nity, Equity or Juſtice ( not to ſay of Chriſtianity ) the Brgots 
of that FaQtion do govern themſelves. I do freely acknow- 
ledge that there is no Man of more Latitude as to Principles 
and Meaſures of Charity, good Nature, and Civil Man- 
ners than 'I defire to be ; yet I can no ways allow that 
Religion ſhould be made a Cloak to cover Patſions and An» 
gry Reſentments, or turn'd into an Engine and Tool, 
whereby to ſupport, carry on, and juſtifie Paſſion and Re- 
venge. For when I judge of Perſons and Things with the 
greateſt Impartiality and Temperance, l cannot but reckon 
that all the unjuſt Accuſations and Calumnies, which one 
Writer faitneth upon another, muſt not only ſerve to afford 
Diverſion and Sport to the Prophane, and yield Matter of 
Contempt for all Religion to the Atheiſtical, but that they 
will give Offence and Scandal not only to the Pious and Vir- 
tuous, but to the Civil, and the Well-brcd part of Mankind. I 
could readily, both bear with, and eſteem any Man, that 
ſheweth Zeal for his Theological Belief, whether he be in 
the right or wrong, provided he doth not expreſs Viru- 
lence ; and 1n the room of exerciſing Charity, doth not cx- 
ert Wrath and Malice ; nor in the place of Arguments, in- 
vent and advance Reprorches and Calumnies, But I do both 
thank .. 
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thank God, and take Plcaſure in my ſelf, to find that lam 
by - Education, Principles and Temper, carried into the 
greateſt Averſation imaginable of thoſe, who in Diicourles 
on Subjects of Divinity, where only Scriptural Authority, 
Strong Reaſon, and Modeſty of Expreſſion, ſhould be allowed, 
abandon themſelves to the Liceatiouſneſs of Drollery, Sa- 
tyr, Paſquinade, and Calumny. | And who, when they 
thou!d be ſober Diſputants, turn Buffoons, Marphorio's, or Re- 
vilers. Nor are a Jack-Pudding on a Mountebank Stage, ora 
Mercenary Droli at a Bartholomew-Fair, or a Knight of the 
Poſt at the Kjng's- Bench-Bar, in the Garb and Quality of 
a credible Evidence, more diſagreable and difplealing Ob. 
jets to me, than to ſee an Eccle/raſtick metamorpholed into 
a Comedian ; a Divine transform'd into a Merry-Andrewz a 
Minifter ot the Goſpel of Truth and Mzekneſs, chang'd into a 
Fabulous Rowancer, and a Petulant Reviler ; and a 7 keological 
Diſputant turn'd a Paſquin, and a Satyrift. Whereunto all 
chat E will here ſubjoyn, and with which I will cloſe this 
Head of Accufation and Reprimand of Mr. A/ſop, is, that 
the Carrizgeand Behaviour of Him, and of Mr. Williams to- 
ward thole of the Congregational Perſwaſi,n, is no leſs ſhapen 
and moulded ( but whether intentionally or not I will not fay) 
to the Abule & Perverſion of the Libecty,which theD/ſſenters 
have by Law obtain'd, firſt into their Reproach and Dsſhomour, 
and then into their Ruine ; than the Freedom which J«{:a# 
the 4poſtate granted to the Various Sefs of Chriſtians under 
his Reign, .was by him deſigned both to their Deſtruttion, 
and the Extirpation of the Chriſtian Religion. For as 
that Cunning and Wiſe, tho Malicious Emperor agaiolt 
Chriſtianity, Tolzrated all the Diſſentient Parties of that 
Rel12ion, not out of Favour to it or them, but upon al 
hope and Proſpect of their Qnarrelling with, their Revi- 
ling, -and their Eadcavouring to Deſtroy one another 3 10 
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vince to abuſe the Liberty, .which hath been Graciouſly, 
and upon Honeſt, Prudent, and kind Inducements Vouch- 
fated unto Diſſenters, -into that Occaſion of Envy, Etrife 
and Rancour among themſelves, and into a Provocation as 
wellas an opportunity of Malicioufly Slandring and defam- 
ing a Conſiderable part of the Body of Diſſezters, as Hete- 
rodox, and in reality Subverters of the Chriſtian Faith, 
(the Charge of Antimonianiſm importing no leſs) and of 
{ome of them as Treacherous and Diſloyal Conſpirators 
againſt His Majeſties Perſon and the Gorernment, which 
borh muſt and ought, according to all the Meaſures of Wit: 
dom and Juſtice, produce as the Conſequent and Event, 
a Repeal of the Statute by which they are poſſeſſed of 
Freedom with Reſpe&t to their Religions Aſſemblies, and 
Paſtoral Exerciſes, and do ([tand Covered from all Obnoxiouſ- 
neſs to thoſe Mulis and Penalties, whereunto they were by 
tormer Laws liable upon the ſingle Foot of Conf ience and 
Religion, Or the leaſt thing whieh this Bufoonry, Petu- 
lant and Deſamatory way bf Writing mult in Reaſon effeCt, 
will be the Rendring them the SubjeRs of the Scorn and” 
Derifion of thoſe ot the National and Eftabliſht Church. 
So that I do not wonder, if ſome of the greatelt Szareſ- 
Men, as well as of the Principal Dignitaries of the, Prelati- 
cal Way, do think that they who were at the He/zz in the 
Reign of Charles 24. were I Miſtaken in their 
Peliticks of Suppreſſing, Diſſenters, and of deſtroying Nox- 
conformity to Epiſcopacy, and their Church forms and diſ- 
cipline, by Rigorous Laws and Statutes, which only. Served 
to make them Stifle and Conceal their Paſſions one againſt 
another; and upon the Encouragement of their Numbers 
to unite and Combine into a FaQtion /ximicons to the State, 
as they were before unfriendly to the Church, Whereas 
if the Way of Indulgence had inthat Reign been fa'len upon 
and purſued, ſome of the Presbyterjans,who have Popes as well 
as Biſhops and Arch-Biſhops in their Bellyes, would long 
Y ere 
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er%e this have run into the Roadof arriving at Mitres, and 
of Graſping the Croſter Staff, if for no.other Reaſon than 
that of ' uſing the Butr End of the Latter to knock tho% 
of the Congregational Way on the Head; inſtead of Ap- 
plying the Crook for drawing them gently and with meek« 
neſs, either into their own or a Nationall Communion. I 
will not diſcover at preſent, whom I know of Court Penſion. 
artes among the Presbyterian Miniſters, nor what their Re- 
ſpective Pexſions have been, ſeeing I am well aſſured, that 
they were not Originally granted in order to promote 
Quarrels among themleves, nor to be the Salaries of Buf. 
foons, Fabuliſts, or Revilers ; but partly to Relieve men of 
true Piety and of Singular Worth, whoſe parts, and merit 
made them Capable of the moſt Honourable and Beneficial 
Stations in the National Church, if their Principles would 
have allowed their Qualifying themſelves to have accepted 
of them; and partly to purchaſe and reſtrain ſome little, but 
ſtirring and peeviſh Eccleſiaſticks among them, from being 
Demagogues againſt the Government,and to gain them tobe 
Panagyrifts for it, and render them Partizans, Zealots, and 
Advocates for it's Support, inſtead of their turniug Saty: 
riſts ro diſparage it, and of reaſſuming the Practiſe of 
beating their Ancient Tuze again upon the Pulpit Drum. And 
foraſmuch,as ſomeReverendPaſtors and Brethren, who have 
enjoyed Some Advantages of knowing more of the little 
Artsand Tricks, which have been uſed, and I am afraid 
Still are, to render your Principles and Way, and Conſe 

uently your Perſons and Churches the objeCts of State 

ealoulie;I ſhall therefore ina word or two ſhew theFriend- 
lineſs of your principles {I might fay beyond thoſe of ſome 
other Diſſenters) to Civil Government ; and that if your 
Tenets were but dfily underſtood, you would be never Suf- 
peed (provided =_ be true unto and at Conformably 
unto them) as perſons who can or will Encroach upon, or 
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ſupplant the Authority and Juriſdiftion of Magiſtrates, And 
as | do reckon that Church Frame and Form of Feeleſraſtical 
Regimen and Diſcipline,to have moſt of a Divine Impreſſion and 
Stamp upon it, which is of all others the Friendlielt to Politte 
cal Authority,apd is the furtheſt from Interfering with true Ma- 
giltraticalPower ; ſoI have not the beſt Opinion of that Scheme 
of Church-Government, which eres Dominium in dominio, 
(which is the Conflitution in a Neighbouring Church, 
and to whoſe Pattern» ſome Pe>ple covenanted to conform, 
as the beſt in all the Reformed Churches) and againſt the 
Natural EfteCts whereof, in its Genuine Execution, they who 
bear the 7emperal Sword are not ſecure in their Seats of Pow® 
er, Witnout being at the Expenſe of finding now and then 
a new pair of Shoges, to accommodate ſuch Ecclefiaſticks for 
Travelling, as do but vigorouſly exert their Charch and 
Diſciplinarian Principles, For the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt not being of this World, it neceflarily followeth, that 
the I»/titutions, by, and upon which he hath ere&ted his 
Church, and the Rules which he hath preſcrib'd for its Re- 
gulation, can neither be ſuch as may Infringe the Authori- 
ty, nor weaken the Juriſdiction of the Crvil Magiſtrate, 
whoſe Eſtabliſhment and Ruling Power, as he .took for 
granted; ſo he came not to ſubvert, but to confirm them. 
Nor was it inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
our /oly and Bleſſed Lord, to have made it the Duty of Men 
and Women, to embrace the Chriſtzan Faith, and to aggre- 
gate themſelves into Church-Societies, in all Nations and 
Dominions whatſoever, and at the ſame time to perſevere 
in an Obedience to the Civil Laws of their ſeveral and Re» 
ſpettive Soveraigns and Rulers, if what herequir'd of them, 
as ſo many Corporations of Believers had not been eminent- 
ly Amicous, as well as reconcileable to the various Forms 
and Schemes of Political Government. And thence it was 


that the Apoſtle St. Pau/ having once and again put the 
Divine 
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Divine San4iou upon the Duties owing by Subje@ts to Ru- 
lers, without making the leaſt Abatement 1n the Obligati. 
ons of any, by reaſon of their being Chriſtians, notwith- 
ſtanding that the Secular Rules and Meaſures, by which 
Nations were then govern'd, favour'd more of Deſpotical- 
eſs in ſome places, than they did in others; he doth alſo 
not only adjudge all Diſobedience to juſt Laws toPuniſhment, 
by thoſe whoſe Office it is not 70 bear the Sword in vain; but 
doth brand a!l Uſurpation vpon the Magi/tratical Poyer 
with a Vergency to Antichriſt:aniſm, and thereby declares 
both that all Principles introduced into Church Frames, and 
Eccleſraſtical Schemes of Diſcipline, of a Tendency to wea- 
ken and ſupplant the Civil Authority, are diſſonant from, 
and oppoſite to the [nſtitutions of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
And that all Treſpafſes of that Hue and Alliance, are depar- 
tures from the Rules of the Goſpel, - as well as they arc 
Crimes againſt the Statutes and Pandefs of Nations. So 
char upon the foremention'd Scripture Hypotheſrs of Church 
Power, your Principles, (Reverend Paſtors and Brethren of 
the Congregational way) are plainly ſuch, that if conform'd un- 
to, you can never become the Objects of the Jealoufie of 
the Civil-Magiſtrate, nor deſerve to have that Liberty with- 
drawn, which is now vouchſated you. And which the 
Diſjenters having gotten at firſt into a Precarious Poſſeſſion 
of, thro? a Diſpenſing Power, claim'd by King James, they 
are more indebted unto that, than thev are aware, of, for 
the being eſtabliſh'd in it by a Law under this Reign, For, 
Gentlemen, as your Principles ſeem no ways difagreeable to 
the Nature of a Chriſtian Church, \ tho far be it trom meat 
preſent to give them the Preference to thoſe of the Nati- 
onal Communion ) {o they are neither exerciſcable beyond 
the Circumference of Ecclefraſtical Fellow(hip, nor do they 
any ways extend to what is the Subjet or Objet of the 
Magiſtrates Furiſdiftion. For as the Eſſence of a Church, as 
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it 1s a Society diſtintt from other Communities, is to be a con- 
fenting Aſſociation of Men and Women, upon ſuch preſcribed 
Holy and Evangelical Terms, both of Faith and Obedience, 
in order to the Enjoyment of Spiritual Priviledges, and the 
becoming entitled to ſpecial Divine Mercies and Bleſlings ; 
{o the whole Authority challeng'd by thoſe of the Congrega- 
tional Perſwaſion over their Members, is to exact of them a 
Compliance with thoſe Terms, both in point of Bekief and 
Practice, or otherwiſe, to ſeclude and debar them from all 
ſhare in the Priviledges which Chriſt has ſettled upon them 

alone who do obſerve them. And as all therefore which 
thoſe ſtiled »dependants do make Penal in their Eccleſraſtical 
Diſcipline, is meerly the precluding unqualified Perſons, and 
Members,who walk diforderly from any Portion in thoſe2ene. 
fits and Priviledges, which Chriſt hath veſted in his Church, 
as it is a Society choſe out of the World, and diſtin from 
Secular Communities, ” which conſequently reacheth to no- 
thing that lies properly within the Sphere of the Magiſtrate; 
ſo they do not even inflict that, fave upon thoſe who in 
their conſenting Aſſociation with them, ſubmitted to be ſo 
treated, if they anſwer'd not the Terms which Chriſt 
hath made the Qualification for, and the Conditions of a 
Right to an adnal Participation in ſuch and ſuch Bleſlings 
and Priviledges. "Tis poſſible that what I have been now 
delivering, will by ſome be accounted a Digreſſion from 
the Subject that I am upon, ({ and which, it it ſo were, Ido 
. nevertheleſs hope, every diſcreet Reader, as well as you Re- 
verend Paſtors and Brethren, will eaſily pardon ) tho? as to 
my ſelf I can neither think nor own it to be one: Becauſe 
of the Provocation, as well as the Occaſion adminiſtred for 
it; and that not only thro Mr. A/ſop's and Mr. Wi{amy's 
traducing a Congregational Paſtor, ( who is known” to att 
as uniformly to his Principles, as any Man whatſoever) 


but by reaſon of Mr. Williams's {landering all who will 
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not eſpouſe his Heterodoxies in Divinity, who are by 
much the Majority of thoſe who are of the Congregational 
Perſwaſion ; and juſtifie his Treacherous, becauie Surrepti-- 
tious, Clandeſtine, and diſguiſed abandoning of the com- 
monly receiyv'd Dottrines of the Reformed Churches in Mo- 
mentous Articles of Faith, as being, therefore I»/ſkruments in 
the Breaches, ( tor that is the Term which his Breeding and 
Modefly have taught him to expreſs a not acquieſcing in 
his Arminian and Soczanizing Notions by) upon deſign of 
Sacrificing the common 1ntereſt, 1. e. of the King and King- 
dom, thro? a Subverſion of the Government, P. 86. of 
his Anſwer to the Report. : 

But beginning to grow weary of raking in a Kennel, 
and being no ways ambitious either of Emulating or Imita- 
ting that Zero, among the reſt of whoſe Celebrated Works, 
the cleanſing the Augean Stable was not the leaſt labourious 
and toilfome, tho neither the moſt honourable in it ſelf, nor 
grateful to the Senſes ;- I ſhall only inſiſt upon one Head or 
Zopick more in Mr. Alſop's late Writings; namely, that in- 
ſtead of confining Himſelf to Points of Dottrine that were to 
be debated, or to thoſe Matters of Fatt, which he might 
either really believe would be ſubſervient to his Paſſionand 


' Revenge, or which he might Romantickly imagine were 


Controvertible between him and Mr. LZo4b, he hath moſt 
impertinently, fooliſhly, immorally, and irreligiouſly in- 
dulged. himſelf in DetraQtions and Invettives, that are meer- 
ly Perſonal. And which reſpe&, neither Dofrinal Errors, . 
nor Hiftorical Miſtakes in his Adverſaries; but at the moſt, 
eirher Bodily Defeits, ſhortneſs in thoſe Mental Perfeions, 
which ſome may be furniſh'd with. Failures in Puntilio's 
of Courtſhip; little Overſights, to which, both the beſt and 
wiſe!t of Mcn are incident, or 4/perftons founded upon pal- 
pable Lyes. Nor do his Perſona! Obloguies and Defamations 

termi- 
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terminate meerly in Laicks, and thoſe of the mean Populace, 
but they are levelPd againſt Miniſters of the Goſpe/, and 
Perſons of deſerv'd Eſtcem and Reputation in the World, 
Neither are his Sarcaſms and Satyrical InveCtives reſtrain'd 
only to the Living, bur they extend unto, and are defign'd 
to ſmut and blacken the Memory of the Dead; yea, they 
are calculated not only to affeQ ſingle /ndrvideals, and par- 
ticular Perſons, «but they are framed, and intended to be- 
ſpatter Fellowſhips and Communities. For as Men's Credit is 
both one of the moſt eſſential and material Parts of their 
Property, and accounted by many not only of equal, but 
of a Tranſcendent Value to their Lives ; it is therefore fit 
that whoſoever doth either openly or clandeſtinely invade 
it, ſhould be mark'd out, and branded as one that is more 
Criminal, both in the Court of Honour, and at a Moral 7ri- 
nal; than he that picks a Pocktt in the Crowd, or takes 
a Purſe on the Road. For to be a Maroder and Pilager up- 
on the Street and Field of /F/umane Credit and Reputation, 
is worſe both in it ſelf, and in the Conſequences of it, than 
to turn common Padzers on the King's Highway. Nor 
do the latter deſerve {ſo much go be purſued by the Hue- 
and-Cry of the Country, as the former do deſerve to be hun- 
red and run down by the Social and YVirtuous part of Man- 
kind, And tho? our Laws do only entitle the Grand Nobleſs 
to the Priviledge of purſuing thoſe upon Actions of Scan- 
dalum, who are found to have Ignominiouſly detraQted 
from, or infolently invaded their Reputation ; yet both the 
Rules of Chivalry, and the Maxims adopted among the 
Learned, as well as among the well-bred, give them not 
only the Liberty of ſelf. detence, but the Right of Reprizal 
upon whoſoever ſteps forth as a Draw can bully, to ſtab and 
murther Perſons in their Credit and Reputation. For tho an 
Enemy acting by a Lawfal! Commiſſion, and keeping within 
the Boundaries chalk*d out and legitimated for the Manage- 

ment 
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ment of a Lawſul War, is to have both Quarter alfow'd 
him, and to be treated with Humanity, when ſubdued and 
conquered; yer ſuch as are Free-Byvters and Pickaſoons, 
ought to expect no better, than to be made Ga/y-Slaves, or 
to be hang'd up at the 7ards- Arm, Nor is it either leſs of. 
tenſive or prejudicial ro Perſons of all Degrees, to be de. 
tracted from, and made contemptible 1n Reterence to their 
Underſtandings, than to have their Manners exclaimed a- 
gainſt, expos'd and reproached, Yea, the Generality would 
rather ſubmit to he thought and call'd Kyaves, than to be 
held and repreſented tor Foo/s. And God having deſign'd our 
Intelleftual Facultizs tor thoſe, by which we are eſpecially 
to be diſtinguiſhed from all ſorts of Brutes, whether they 
be the Wanton and Sportful, or the Voracious and Fierce; 
he hath in his Providential Wiſdom, ' purſuant thereunto, 
impreſs'd upon all People an Apprehention of equalling o- 
thers in Prudence, tho? they may at the ſame time readily 
acknowledge others to be Richer, Stronger, more Beautt- 
ful and Sublimer in Dignity than themſelves. And this is 
peculiarly remarkable in God's Sapiential Government of 
the World; that where he hath given the fewer Rational 
Abilities, he hath betowed upon thoſe the molt Degrees of 
Self.Conceit, which do as well for the Men's SatistaQtion. 
Nor do we need any other Inſtances and Examples to ve- 
rifie that of the Poet, Q# velit ingenio cedere rarus—— 
than my two ſnarling Div/zes ; who rcho*1n their Bulk upon 
all Accounts,being not much bigger among Men,than Toads 
are among the Reptile Race, and in their Nature not very 
diſlimular trom them, have the Ambition to ſwell into the Dt- 
menſions of an Ox, albeit liable to the ſame Misfortune with 
thoſe loathſome and poyſonous Animals in the Fable, 
of burſting in the Attempt. But that I may not be 
thought to accuſe Mr. 4/ſop in a Matter of Fatt, whereof 


he is innocent, I ſhall therefore, both to juſtitie my own 
Inte- 
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Iategrity in Charging him, and to make his Criminalneſs 
demonſtratively appear, call over ſome paſſages out of his 
own Books, as ſo many Indubitable Teſtimonies both of the 
Truth of the Impeachment which I have entred againſt 
him, «nd of the juſtneſs of the Rebukes which I deſign to 
give him. Whereof the firſt ſhall be that, p. 33. of the 
Vindic, of his Reb, whereupon no cther nor higher pro- 
vocation, than Mr. Lobb's having faid, that Mir. A4//op pro- 
miſed in ſuch a Year to write a Preface to a certain Book 
of his, which he wasthen Writing againſt Antizomianiſm, 
in order to Midwife it into the World, as Mr. Lobb innocent- 
ly, and without any deſign of Reflettion on Mr. A4/ſop, or 
of the leaſt ſurmize that any could be Incenſed by it to 
throw about Squibbs, and Firebrands of wrath and mas 
lice ; this Peeviſh, Unmannerly, and Lunatick Writer, 
breaks out into all the Rudeneſs of Perſonal Aſperſion, 
which his Pride and Wrath could Di&ate, and ſo narrow 
a Language as ours vent and expreſs. For as the thing 
was In it felf a meer Bagatel, and neither worthy nor in- 
tended upon their diſcourling about it to be kept ſecret ; 
So nothing can more diſcover the Folly, and at the ſame 
time the Exorbitant Paſſion and Rancour of Mr. 4//op, 
than his Calling Mr. Zobb's Diſcovering and Publiſhing of 
it, One of the moſt ſordid Pieces of Baſeneſs in the World ; 
4 betraying of Private Converſation, a Rudely revealing the 
moſt Innocent Paſſages of Friendly Correſpondence ; a Villany 
to be Baniſht all Converſation and Commerce; With more 
ſtuff of the ſame Nonſenſicalneſs, which for Mr. Alſop's ſake 
I forbear to repeat. Nor can any be guilty of writing with 
ſuch ſatyrical Wildneſs, by way of Perſonal Reflexion upon 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and who was once his Friend, but 
one that had either never Learned, or thro? being Superen- 
zuated, hath forgotten the Rules and Meaſures preſcribed 
for the Government of Converſationamong Men, For ac- 
A a cording 
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ordidg $& this method of Cenſuring, nothing talkt of in 
Converſation, tho? never ſo trivial, muſt be diſcovered, 
and repeated to others. And thereby an end muſt be put to 
all Soctety, which is Cultivated not only in order to divert 
and improve our ſelves, but that we may Learn how we 
ſtand in the favour, eſteem, and confidence of theſe with 
whom we Converſe, and what Offices of Friendſhip they 
may be willing to render us, or what they may expeR, and 
need that we ſhould pay unto them. Tho I have been for 
{ome time in the World, and have both enjoyed opportuni- 
ties of Admiſſion into great Variety of Fellowſhip, and 
have ſtudied, as much as I thought neceſſary, the Mea- 
ſures not only of Truth, Juſtice, and Honour ; but of Dif 
cretion and Friendſhip, as to the Concealment of what may 
be Communicated by one to an other ; yet I could never 
hitherto Learn, that a man was to be Acconnyged a Villain, 
or a Betrayer of Converſation, unleſs he was either under an 
Antecedent promiſe not to diſcover what ſhould be ſaid, or 
that the thing was of that Nature and Conſequence, that the 
Revealing of it would prejudice him in his Perſon, Inter- 
eſt, or Reputation, that had firſt ſpoken tt. Nor can any 
Man without Renouncing Common ſenfe, and the be. 
ing accounted as Fooliſh or DiſtraQted, as this RefleQion on 
Mr. Lobb doth beſpeak Mr. 4//op to be, ever imagine that 
it ſhould be held enough to ſubjeAt Mr. Lov6 to the Chara- 
Cter of a Villain, and a Betrayer of Private Converſation, &C. , 
Meerly becauſe he had ſaid that Mr. 4//ſop was once o far 
from being A»tinomian, that he underrook to Recommend 
2 Diſcourſe of his to the World, which he was then about 
publiſhing againſt 4»tinvomianiſm. But it abundantly 
ſhews, that the Man under all his boaſted of Attainments, 
to Wit, Wiſdom and Learning, was either all his Days a 
meer Boy, or that he is becotne twice a Chi/d ; otherwiſe it 
were not poſſible that he ſhould raiſe ſuch a Noiſe and Out- 
cry, 
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cry, as if he were ſtab'd, or at leaſt impeached of High 
Treaſon; only becauſe of a Word ſpoken of him, which 
can no more hurt or affeQ him, than the ſaying he Lives 
and Preaches ſomewhere at Weſtminſter, and now and then 
meets with the Presbyterian Miniſters at St. Helens, could 
reaſonably be Judged todo. Only the Poor Man's under. 
ſtanding is dwindled into that diminutive fize ( if ever it 
was of a larger dimenſion,) That to take his Marvels from 
him, or to blow upon his Soap Bubles, is equally Aﬀerontive 
unto and Reſented by him, as if Burg/ary were Commit- 
ted upon his Houſe, or a Conſpiracy form'd againſt his 
Life. Had Mr. Lob6 diſcovered all his Obligations to King 
James (which his Friend Mr. Williams intimates to have 
been very great, by his ſaying, They were ſomewhat peculiar, 
p. 86, Of the Axſw. to the Rep.) or had he publiſhed the 
many Promiſes which he made both to His Late Majeſty 
Himſelf, and to others in order to have them Communica- 
ted unto him, how unchangeably he was in that Prince's 
Intereſt, and with what unalterable Fealty, he would ad- 
here unto and ſerve him ; This might have been Conſtrued 
aS a Piece of Ill Nature, becauſe Detetive both of the 
Falſhood of the Man to Him, and how Lubricons a Friend, 
and Changeable a Partizan he will be to any Soveraign, 
who has the weakneſs to give that Credit to his Word or 
Oath, in Point of Loyalty and Allegiance, as to Rely upon 
them; tho? even the Revealing of that by Mr. Lobb would 
ve been no Treachery, nor have made him Obnoxious 
for the doing of it to the Charatter and Title of a YVi4ain, 
But ſeeing Mr. Zobb hath out of Generolity, and upon the 
Score of Former Acquaintance and Friendſhip omitted it, 
and hath Nevertheleſs been molt Brutally as well as Inhu- 
manly Treated by Mr. Aiſop, I will ( if occaſion be further 
adminiſtred) try by an other method how Favour = be 
obtained at his hands ; thro? diſcloſing not only the obliga- 
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tions of Mr. /!ſop to King James, which Mr. Williams 
doth only tell us in General to have been ſomewhat peculiar ; 
but by Revealing an hundred Aſſurances given to that 
Prince of his Firm and Unalterable Loyalty, which Mr. 
IWiliams had as little knowledge of, as himſelf hath obs 
ſerv'd Integrity in the keeping of them. Whereof, when- 
ſdever the World hatha true Hiſtory, they will underſtand 
(which is all I will ſay at preſent) to whom the Impuration 
of Villain, and the Titles of being Falſe and Treacherous, 
do properly belong. | 

But I proceed to an other Example of his weak Malice, 
and of his Booriſh unmannerlineſs in his Perſonally RefleQ- 
ing on Mr. Lobb, and that ſhall be his upbraiding, and en- 
deavouring to expoſe him,becauſe the Region of his lower 
Belly is more ample and large, than it 1s found to be in 
ſome other People, *Tis certain, fays he, That Mr. Lobb is 
always Big-bellyd, and more fear he fouls be brouzht to Bed 
in the ſtreets, like Pope Joan, than to need his Manual Opera- 
tion in Midwifing a Book into the World, or in the facilits 
ting his Labour in Teeming of Pamphlets, p. 32. of his Vind, 
of the Faithf. Reb. And that he is ſo Bulky, as if the whole 
Congregational Party was ſtowed in his Belly, p. 24. Where 
omitting the Foppiſh, Pedantick, and Jack Pudding Wit 
in theſe Paſſages, which the more he valueth Himſelf up- 
on, the more Ridiculous he is in the eſteem of all who have 
good ſenſe, or true Relliſh ; I ſhall at this Time oy 
Chaſtize and Diſcipline him upon the Topick of his 
proaching, Mr. Lobb with being always Big-bely'd, and of 
that Prominence, as iſ hz were to give ſkowage to the whole 
Congregational Party. And the firſt Reprimand I would 
give him is, that none who pretend to Prudence, Religion, 
or good manners, will deſpiſe or ridicule an other, for that 
which never fell under his Will or Choice to have had it 0- 
therwiſe, nor is it under his Power to give Remedy w_ 
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And all Objettions faſtned upon Perſons, becauſe of ſome 
Anomolouſneſs m their Bodily Strufture and Fabrick, is an 
Impeaching of the Divine Wiſdom, and the commencing a 
Quarrel againſt the Sovercignty of God. For all Defetts or 
Exceſſes that appear in our Mechanical Form and Frame, 
provided they be not contratted, but natural ; nor the EffeRs 
of Intemperance and Luxury, but of the Elemental Juices in 
our Conſtitution ; as the Prominence of Mr. Lob6's Belly is 
known to be, are to be look*d upon rather with Pity, than 
with Diſdain, and ought to be turn'd into Matter of 
Thankfulneſs to God, that it is not our own Caſe, 
and not perverted into a Contempt of thoſe, and the 
readring them a Jeſt, whoſe Misfortune it is to have 
them. And very often they who have moſt about them 
ungrateful to the Sight and View; have ſomething which 
doth ſignally. recommend them to thoſe nobler Faculties 
from which we receive the Denomination of Men. Even 
E/op, notwithſtanding his having been the moſt deform'd 
Creature that ever appear'd in Humane Shape, yet he will 
in all Ages be admir'd for the Admirableneſs of his Wit, 
the Profoundneſs of his Judgment, and the Incomparable- 
neſs of his Art and Faculty, in teaching Virtue and Prudence 
by Apologues, and in the way of Mythology. Nor Is it un- 
worthy of Remark, that Socrates, among the many other 
Bodily ImperfeQions, yea, Deformities, which he is repre- 
ſented to have had, is particularly deſcrib'd and charaCter'd 
for having been Pot-bellyd; yet that was never thought _ 
to detraCt from his being juſtly eſteem?d a very wiſe and vir- 
tuous Man, and as excellently learned and a profound Phy. 
loſopher, ſo one of the greateſt Senſe and Probity, the no- 
bleſt Moraliſt, and the juſteſt Perſon that ever the Pa- 
gan World brought forth. To which I will turther add, 
that Ariſtophanes, who was another kind of Van for Wit 
than Mr. 4!ſop is (tho? for II and Malice they — 
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much of an Alliance) and who thro being both an Hea- 
then, and one of thoſe Poets that wrote for the Stage, to 
give Sport and Diverſion to the Mob, as well as to the vain 
Immoral People of better Faſhion, might have challeng'd 
greater Freedoms, and have exerciſed more Licentiouſnels 
1n the CharaQters which h2 gave of Men, than a Chriſtian 
or Miniſter of the Goſpel, is by the Laws of our Holy Reli- 
gion, or the Rules of good Menners among ſuch who have 
their Underſtandings enlightned, and Paſlions reſtrain'd by 
Divine Revelations, are allowed to uſe; yet even Hz, when 
he moſt deſignedly apply*'d himſelf to render Socrates Ri. 
diculous, as he did with all the Art, Malice, Fiction and 
Falſhood imaginable, in his Play,calld the C/ouds,ſhew'd both 
better Senſe, and did more conſult the Credit of his own 
Wit, than inthe leaſt to mention his being Por-bellyd, ( or 
any of his Corporal Deformities, which were many ) and 
much leſs to make a Jeſt of him upon that Account, Which 
of all things, Mr. 4/op*s brutal Rage, unmanly Revenge, 
and Merry-AndrewTalent would not have omitted agaiaſt one 
whom he had ſingled out for an Adverſary. And the 
Reaſon is obvious, in that this Felder-Forth, in a Presbyte- 
rizn Congregation ſomewhere about Meſtminſter (but where 
particularly [ cannot tell ) hath none of thoſe Endowments 
of Wit, to qualifie him for Rai/ery aſter a genteel manner, 
which Ariſtophanes had ; and muſt therefore be contented to 
take up with the Billingsgate, Grubſtreet, and Mountebank- 
ſtall, Topicks of Satyr and Defamation. Nor do [ think it was 
ever heretofore believ*d, (till Mr. Aſp hath of late reveal'd 
unto us the 4rcanum of it ) that we were, upon the Figure and 
Proportion of a Mar's Belly, to form ConjeQtures with refe- 
rence either to his /ntelleftuals or Morals,whereas very many 
have faid that there is another part about us, which carrieth 
Signatures and Diagnolicks upon it, ſubſervient to the mak:- 
ing Inferences of that kind. And as I have known divers 
my ſelf, who have had the PiQures, both of their —_— 
Diſpo- 
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Diſpoſition, and of the Deſtiny that awaits them in their 
Lives, imprinted pretty legibly upon their Foreheads ; ſo 
if Mr, 4//op will be bur art the trouble to view himſelf in his 
Glaſs, he may poſſibly ſee more of Waſpiſhneſs and Hypo- 
criſfie engraven upon that Braſs Sign, than I am willing to 
aſcribe to him; yea, it may furniſh him with more Oracu- 
lar Hints ot what Fate may overtake him before he leave 
the World, than the Almanack could afford him, of which 
he tells us, The Counteſs of Holland was brought to B:d, At 
leaſt he might have ſpell'd from the //ierog/yphicks and Bra- 
chigrapby there, that all the Eſtimation for Wit, which his 
whole Ambition hath been by the Scribling 7alen?, toattain 
unto, would come to be expoſed in its Shapes and Features 
of Ridiculouſneſs; and that the gay Flie, with his gilded 
and noifie Wings, would be ſhew*d as Terminating ina mean 
and deſpicable Worm. : 


There are many more Perſonal Refleftions of Mr. Alſop's 
upon Mr. Lobb, for which he deſerves to be arraign'd, and 
ſeverely diſciplin'd, were it not that I do reſerve them in 
Petto againſt another Re-encounter with this Heftor, Bully, 
and Draw can Sir, of the Presbyterian Party, which I do 
leſs fear than I am covetous of, "And therefore all that I 
will further ſubjoyn in reference thereunto, 1s the Contempt 
which he every where -expreſſeth both of his natural and 
acquired Abilities. An Inſtance whereof we have, P. x5, 
©bi ſupra, Whereupon .Mr. Lobb's having ſaid that Mr. 
Alſop had been fool'd by Mr. Williams, this Weftminſter 
Parſon replies, in the way of his wonted Scorn, That the E- 
legancy of the Term he complains not of, becauſe Witiciſms and 
Elegancies are great Rarities with him. And to the ſame 
purpoſe, P.21. where he tells us that Mr. Lobb's Cruelty 
ſo ſevere, a3-if be would ſaw off his Head with an ola ruſty 


Hand-Saw; and that whereas it would be ſome Comfort to be 
| raid 
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rail'd at in handſome Language, it is the worſt of Deaths tobe 
aſſaſſmated with duil 'and inſipid Reflettions, deſtitute of Wit 
and Truth, And that P.116. where Mr. A!/op doth aſſure 
us, That Khime will at any time with Mr. Lobb compenſate the 
want of Reaſon. To which may be ſubjoyn'd, that P. 29. 
where he affirms, 7hat Mr. Lobb is reſolved thro thick and 
thin, over Shoves, over Boots, thro Truth and Falſhood. Per fas 
aut nefas, to defame, if he had Wit enough to Kidicule the. 
Writer of the Rebuke, Of an Alliance, whereunto 1s that 
P. 12, 13. where he ſays, Mr. Lobb's [alent is not to inter« 
meddie with Accommedation of Matters, his ſpecial Gift being 
to embarraſs, confound, and perplex whatever he meddleth with, 
Belides, a great deal more which fulloweth there of Childiſh- 
neſs and Pedantry, which [ do therefore forbear to repeat, 
becauſe I am not at preſent diſpoſed to take Occalion trom 
it, of giving the World further Diverſion and Sport, thro' 
leading him longer about, and publickly ſhewing of him in 
his Garb and Habit of Ridiculouſneſs. But as to what I 
have call'd over, I will preſume to fay in way of Return, 
that it argueth extream want of Prudence, to deſpiſe an E- 
nemy, by whoſe Defeat and Conquelt he was in hopes both 
to have erected his Trophies, and to have rode, if not trium- 
phantly, into the Capzrol, and to have there laid down the 
Garland of his Victory in the Lap of Jupiter, at leaſt to 
| have drawn Mr. Lobb after his Chariot to St. Hellers, and 
to have been there welcom'd with the Eulogizes and Panegy- 
 ricks of two or three of that Aſſembly, if they had but Wit 
adapted that way, proportionable to their Vanity. Where- 
as Mr. A!ſop's coming forth in hs Warlike Accoutrements, 
with iuch Contempt of his Adverſaries, as we read aſcribed 
to his Couſin Don Quixet, in his Phrantick, as well as Ro- 
mantick Atchievments, doth only ſerve to make his being 
diſarm'd, and the having Moombran's Helmet ſnatch'd, ( as a- 


ny other would ſay beſides my ſelf) from his Coxcomb ; = 
ls 
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his being ſoundly Buffexted, the more laughed at, and turn'g 
into Mirth. And were the Man capable of penetrating in- 
to the Diverſity of [ntelleftual Accompliſhments; or had. he 
been converſant in Books written on the Subje& of L? Zxas» 
men D* Eſprit, he would not deſpiſe any one tor deficiency 
in Rational Endowments, becauſe his Faculty lieth nor in the 
being a Dro// and a Buffoon. And whereſcever theſe laſt 
Talents are found, or appear to be affefted ; it is an In- 
fallible Evidence, of a Want of PerfeQion of Underſtanding, 
and of the not being furniſhed with a ſound Judgment : 
For there being no Specifical Difference ( at leait fo far as 
I can apprehend) among the Souls that are allotted tor 
the actuating Humane Bodies, it is very probable that all 
the Diverſity, either of the Theorical or Mechanical Parts of 
one Man from another, is Primarily to be reſolv'd into the 
various Organizations and Textures of our Bodies; and par- 
ticularly into the different Temperament of the Braia, Blood, 
and Animal Spirits, and ſecondarily into Education, Con- 
verſe, Aſſiduity in Study, and moſt eſpecially in the Art 
and Mathematicalneſs of Thinking ; and that. thereupon, as 
very few Men are of that Conſtitution and Frame, or of 
that Intenſenefs and Skilfulneſs of Thought, as to be capa- 
ble of attaining to many kinds, and much lefs to ſublime 
Degrees of IntelleQtual Perfection; ſo they, whoſe Biaſs of 
Mind lies towards Bgate/s and Trifles, and whoſe nobleſt 
Talents are to give Diverſion and Sport, are to be rank'd 
among thoſe whom the Sapiential and Governing Wiſdom 
of God hath deſtined to ſtand liſted among the moſt Inferi. 
or Individuals of the Fumane Race. For tho true Wit quali- 
fies a Man to be any thing, a Divine, a Stateſman, a Gene- 
ral, a Lawyer, a Phyſician, Fc. yet the Briſto! Colour and 
Hue, without the Diamond Shinings, Sparklings, and Firm- 
neſs of it, do ſerve only to make thoſe Ridiculous, « who 


would appear gay, thro? a valuing of themſelves, and anIm- 
C c poſing 
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Poſing on ſuch as are unskilful and incompetent Judges, by 
their Glaſs Bugles, French Pearl, and Welch Stones, inſteag 
of being adorn'd with what is-truly Oriental and Genuine, 
Whereupon I will aſſume the Liberty further to ſay, That as 
true Wit gives an Univerſal Capacity in proportion to the 
meaſures of Application ;. ſo the Counterfeit of it produceth 
inconceiveable Hurt and Damage in every Station: and Im. 
ployment whatſoever, But herein is the Immenle Sapierſce, 
and the Superlative Goodneſs of God tobe admired, that un- 
der all thele Diverſities of /ntelleftual Accompliſhments, with- 
out which there could be no Superiority, nor Subordination, 
and conſequently no Regiment in the World ; yet all Men 
are made ſufficiently and equally capable, both: for Moral. 
and Political Government, being abundantly furniſhed with 
whatſoever Fzcultics or Powers are indiſpenſably needful, for 
knowing and loving -God ; underſtanding; and obeying his 
Precepts, accepting and relying upon a Mediator, givin 
unreſerv*d Credit ro revealed 1 ruths, embracing and truſt. 
ing Promiſes ; fearing and dreading Threatnings ; and for 
performing all the Relative and Social Duties; which are ex. 
ated of us, either towards Supcriors, Equals, or thoſe that 
are beneath us. Only your half-witted People do turn ci- 
ther Heterodoxal, or Bigots in Religion ; Dogmatical or Pe- 
dants in Learning ; Tools of Deſpoticalneſs, or Democratical 
Demagogues in Politicks ; Empiricks in Phyſick, Chicanes 
in Law, and Buftoons in Pleaſantry of Converſation. Nor 
did I hardly ever know a Man Oracular in his Opinions, 
but for want of Extenſive Knowledge ; Cenſorious- of his 
Brethren, who walk conſcientiouſly, but thro' a Deficien 
in true Piety ; a Refiner in Politicks, but thro? a poereans 
either of Underſtanding, or of Experience ; nor one given to 
Drollery, but by reaſon of Indigency in good Senſe, or from 
Exceſs in Prophaneneſs. Nor are your Men cither of the 
moſt Elevated and Sublime, or they of the Jocular and Plea- 
fant. 
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ſant parts, the uſefulleſt Inſtruments in. glorifying God,” 
or benefiting others: The Firſt, being too Exalted and Res 
fined in their Notions to be generally underſtood ; and the 
Letter too Wantonand Sportful to mind what is Weighty, 
Inſtruttive, and Serious, or to be much Credited in what 
they ſay. So that they of the middle Size of Underſtand- 
ing, Parts, and Wit, are generally thoſe from whom God 
receiveth moſt Service, and the Univerſality of Men moſt 
Advantage, Neither will our Holy Lord accept thar 
Mans Labours, who is full of himſelf, and that makes his 
own Applauſe and Commendation his ultimate End, and 
terminating Cexter. But I do ſuppoſe Mr. A!ſop is by this 
time Rectifed in his thoughts about Mr. Lobbs IntelleRual 
Abilities ; and that he is made ſufficiently Senſible by that 
Authors Two laſt Books, that the Cen/ure which he beſtow- 
ed on him in reference to weakneſs of Underſtanding, 
ſhonld have been levelled at Home and not Abruad. The 
occaſion of the miſtake being no ways in the Objet, bur 
in the Optick Nerves and Various Humours of his own Eyes, 
that could not diſcern what was plainly viſible before him, 
either in it's juſt Dimenſions, or1n it's true Colours. Nor 
will it be otherwiſe, while Pedants aſſume an Authority of 
Judging concerning True and Solid Learxivg ; and whule 
Buffoons do claim a Right of deciding what is Jult and 
Accurate Wit: And while one pecfettly Lunatick ſhall 
Ulurp the priviledge of Pronouncing who ought to be in 
or out of Bed/am. But Mr. L2bb hath this ro Comfort 
himlelf uader the forementioned Imputation, that it is 
no diſgrace tobe called Foo! by a Madman, nor to be Repre- 
ſented Weak and Ualearned by a little Pedant, whoſe greats - 
eſt Attainment is to Aﬀ the Part of Sancho Pancho by Di- 
verting thoſe with his Purs, Quibbles, and Jeſts, that 
have no more Senſe nar better Reliſh, than to attend at . 


his Stage; fo there are divers Perſons who with hho O 
oth . 
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both to cheir Natural and Acquired Accompliſhments, are - 
Qualified to Teach Mr. A//op what is Genteel Wit, Rheto- 
rical Elegance, Sound Morality, Orthodox ' Divinity, and 
good Breeding, who do think Mr. Lobb both an Honeſt and 
a Learned Man, as well asa Good and Upright Divine, 
and that he hath in theſe Controverſies writtea with Mc- 
deſty, Pertinence, Strength, and exaCt Conformity to the 
Dottrine hitherto received in the Proteſtant Reformed 
Churches. And that Mr. 4!ſop ought to receive back all 
his Sarcaſms, Jeers and Satyrs upon this Head, and apply 
them to the Ignorant and Half-witted Man, Himſelf. 

But Mr. Al/op's Perſonal Refleftions on Mr.Lobb ( many of 
which I do keep in Reſerve againſt the next Conflia, and 
have therefore omitted the particular mentioning of them 
at this Time) are the leſs to be Reſented, and ought the 
moreeaſily tobe diſpenſed with, if not pardoned 1n courſe, 
as Exceiles to which both the moral Complexion and Tem- 
per of his Mind, and the Power of his Diſeaſe and Malady, 
do hurry and tranſport him; ſe:ing he knew not how to 
ſpare and give Quarter to his Reverend, Dear, and much 
Valued Friend Mr. John How, but beſtows upon him a 
Caſt, and yeilds him a Proof of his blackning and defam- 
ing Faculty, that is much more Satyrical, and a ſharper 
pointed Paſquinade, than any whicit his moſt Virulent M3- 
| lice could ſuck and extratt matter for out of 44r.- Lobd's 
Writings wherewith Perſonally to aſperſe him. Nor is it 
unworthy of Obſervation (towards our attaining unto an 
Exatter and Diſtinter Knowledge of the Qualities and 
Talent of the man) how that immediately - after that he 
had been ſprinkling him with Holy Water, adorning his 
Temples with a Garland of Flowers, and giving him thus 
Paſtoral BznediQtion ; he in the very next words, anJ the 
ſame Period, treats him worſe than if he had been to have 


Curſed and Anathematized him with Bell, Book and wy 
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dle. And poſſibly he might think it but Congruous, that 
having ſo many of the Old Pages Qualities in him, though 
a Chriſtian Prieſt, he ſhould imitate thoſe of the Pontifical 
Order among the Heathen, who uſed firſt to gild the 
Horns of the Beaſt which they wereto Sacrifice, and then 
to cut his Throat, and offer him as a /Vi#im. For Mr. Lobb 
having in his Defence of the Report, p. 86, 87. charged Mr. 
Alſop * For having ſubſcribed his Name to a Preface to Mr. 
&« Flavel's Blow at the Root, wherein it was declared, that 
© the Difference between Dr. Cr//p and other good men, 
* ſecms to lyc not ſo much in the things, which the one 
«© or the other of them Believe, as about their Order and 
& Reference to oae another : and that motwithſtanding 
* whar is more Controvertible in Dr. Criſp's Writings, yet 
& they do reckon there are much more material things 
« wherein they cannot but agree, and would have come 
* much nearer each other even in theſe things, if they did 
* take ſome Words or Terms in the ſame lene. 


Unto which Charge all that Mr. A4//op has thought fit to 
reply in his YV:ndic.ot the Faithful Reb. p. 35, 36. is, That 
the Paper, (viz. the forementioned Preface) mas drawn « 
by a Learned and Able Fland, (i. e. Mr, John How) in e's 
Judgment he preſumed he might acquieſce ; aud if that Reve- 
rend and Learned Perſon ſhall think fit to move out of his 
. Retiredneſs, and appear concerned in this Affair, he will eaſily 
juſtify it : and that he Judged that Paper capable of a fair 
Vindication, and may be Joſfifies by an Ingenious Interpreta- 
tion ; (all which are but the Oyling of his Hoxe, in order 
to thegiving the ſharper Edge to his Razor; as appears in 
the following words, namely) That he is not well pleaſed 
with Himſelf. that hz had put his Hand to that, or any other 
Trimming Paper. In which Reply of Mr. Alſop's, as there 
occur ſeveral things not to mg > Ma becauſe = 
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ſerve to give a farther Repreſentation both of his Intelle. 
&#uals and Morals ; \o the laſt Paſſage, which carrieth ia ic 
ſuch a fevere Perſonal RefleQtion againſt Mr. How, is that 
whereof I intend to take ſomewhat more eſpecial notice. 


And the firſt thing that offereth it ſelf to every man's 
View, that will but open his Eyes to obſerve it, is, That 
Mr. Alſop is every man's Too! that can but attack him on 
his vain fide, and flatter him with the Glory of having 
his Name recorded in the End of a Preface, in Conjun- 
&tion with ſo Eminent and Learned a Perſon's as Mr. How's. 
Seeing it plainly appears that he had never thought before 
hand, eicher diftin&tly, or thoroughly of what he was do- 
ing, but ſuffered himſelf to be wheedled by Careſs or Im- 
portunity, to be a 7-9 in ſubſcribing what he had either 
never Read, or not duly Conſidered. - And as nothing can 
be more Evident, than that he muſt have Treſpaſſed in 
what he did , either again{t the Rules of Prdexce, or 
Laws of Conſcience; o it is indifferent to me, . into which 
of them he will reſolve it, having had ſo many uncontrou- 
lable Evidences alreidy before me, that he can be at one 
time Fool, and at another Knave, as he finds the diverſity 
of Perſonating on the publick Stage, to be molt agreeable 
to the Humour he is then in, and molt ſubſervient to the 
venting of his Rage and Wrarh, or to the giving Sport 
and Diverſion. And as to his ſaying, He is diſpleaſed 
with Himſelf, for what he di4 in that matter, I do not judge 
it any Concernmeat of mine to det:rmine 01 what motives 
he is ſo, nor to intereſs my ſelf in the Quarel, by which 
of his Humours and Paſſions he is to be Govern'd ; and 
therefore all I will ſay, is, That he never had before him a 
more proper and demeriting Subjett of juſt diſpleaſure; and 
that the Levelling the Artillery of his Indignation againſt 


an Objett ſo'worthy of it, will more commend his yy 
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dom, Sincerity and Juſtice, than all the Prooſs he hath 
hicherto given of his Angry and Rancorous Faculty, How- 
ever, this late Teſtimony which he hath vouchſafed us, of 
his not being paſt the Grace, nor the Bounds of Repent- 
ance, may Adminiſter ſome faint hopes unto us, that he 
will in his next Lecids, humble himſelf to come forth in 
a New Habit and Dreſs of Penitence, in order to make 
Attonemeat for latter Offences, which I am ſure do call 
for larger meaſures of Contritioa and Remorſe. And 
that we (hall hear of his Apology, (which, 10 ſay the beſt 
of it, is the Retreat of the Fool, and the After-game of 
the Wiſe) that he hs been Mr. Williams's Tool ; (it being 
not only his Deſtiny, but the unavoidable Conſequence of 
his little S2nſe to be ſome body's) as we have now had it 
for the having been Mr. How's. 


To which I might ſubjoyn, in the Second Place, That 
with whatſoever Reaſon or Juſtice Mr. Lobb and others 
may complain of Dr. Criſp for his Antinomianiſm ; yet 
Mr. A!ſop cannot with any Conſiſtency to Himſelf, purſue 
it with the Noiſe and Clamour, nor proſecute an Im- 
peachment of it with the Malice and Rage that he hath 
begun. For if it be only, or chiefly, the taking ſome 
Words and Phraſes in different Senſes, that keeps him and 
others at a diſtance in Opinions, as the forementioned Pre- 
face affirms, and which Mr. 4!/op ſays is capable of & fair 
Vindication, and may be juſtified by an Ingenious Inter- 
pretation ; I do then challenge all mankind, who have 
their Senſes about them, and continue Maſters of their 
Reaſon, to give a Wiſe, Rational, or Pertinent Account 
of the Satyrical and Bitter Invettives of Mr. Alſop, as 
well as of Mr. Williams againſt Criſpiaziſm, and ſo many 
of thoſe of the Congregational way as Favourers of it. As 
that, Some of the Biggeſt Name among them, from the Preſs 
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and Pulpit, had diſeminated ſuch horrid Opinions as filled all 
Intelligent Perſons with Afoniſhment and Indignation. P.2 5, 
of his Faithful Rebuke 10 a Falſe Rep. And that Mr. Lobb, 
through being n Favourer of Dr. Criſp's Notions, has left 
out of his Subſtance of the Goſpel, Regeneration, Converſion, 
Repentance, Holintſs, Santtification, a New H:art, New 
Obedience, and good Works, &c, P. 29. of the Vinatc. of 
the Faithful Rebake, compared with p. 4. 


And that they who have uſed the Phraſe of Chriſt's ſu- 
ſtaining the Perſon of the Ele upon the Croſs, never 
dream'd of Criſp's Subſtance of the Goſpel, where Faith 
is left out from any Concera in Juſtification ; and that 
as the Atheiſt's Heaven has no God in it; the Socinians 
Hell his no Devil in it ; ſo the Antizomiar's Goſpel has 
no Juſtifying Faith in it ; with an Hundred Expreſſions 
more of the ſame Alloy, which T have aot leiſure at pre. 
ſent, and therefore forbear to repeat. Now if any man 
preſery*d ſo far in his Wits, as to know that Four and 
Three make Seven, and that Six is aa Equal Number, and 
Nine an [lnequal, can Reconcile theſe paſſages of Mz. 
Alſep, wherein he accuſeth Dr. Cri/p with thoſe 1a the fore- 
mentioned Preface, and in the now repeated Apology of our 
Author for it, I will be bold to Afﬀirm that he may with 
the ſame Eaſe both bring the Northern and Southern Poles 
into Conjun&ion, and make thoſe propoſitions Identical 
and Coincident, which are direaly Contradiftory. By 
which it is Apparent that Mr. A!ſop neither writes upon 
Principles of Science or of Faith, but in the Virtue of the 
Warmth,or of theChilneſs of hisBlood,and as his pulſe beats 
faſter or Slower, and as he is out of his Parsx/ms or under 
them. And that we are to gather and Conclude what his 
opinions are, from the Seaſons of the Moon, and the Eſtival 
or Brumal Temper of the Air, and not from any — 
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Schemes,which by means either of Philoſophy or Revelation, 
he hath Formed ot the Dottrines of Faith, and Precepts of 
of manners, | 

But that which-uponh this Occaſion, I have Reſerved to 
be the Jaſt, is the 1iicle and Charatter, which tlus Sove- 
reign Beſtower of - Merks and Badzes of Dignity, hath 
Conferr'd upon Mr. How, of being a Trimmer. Which, 
according to the deſign of thoſe who firſt Coyned and 
Minted the Term, (ignifies no more than an Hypocrrre and 
a D-ſſembler. And one who guides himſelf by no other 
Principles either in his Political or Moral Conded, ſave by 
thole of Worldly ſafety and of Secular Intere{it. For tho 
Sir. William Coventry in his Ingenious Charadter of a Trim- 
mer, gives a nobler Repreſentation of thoſe that are fv 
Denominated, (of whom I do believe his Account to be 
very juſt 1n reference to very many that have been and 
are ſo Stiled) 'yet nothing can be more certain than that 
the Original Authors and Fabrickers of the Word, deſigned 
to Diſcribe, Diſcypher, and Mark out thoſe by it, who 
were neither Loyal SubjeQts, Upright Chriſtians, Juſt, 
Veracious and Amicable Neighbours, nor Vigorous Patrons 
and Partizans of Publick Laws and Liberties, And as it 
is Evident from the manner of Mr. A//op's applying it, and 
the end whereunto that he intended it in the worlt Senſe 
(becauſe the being a 7rimmer, according to Sir William Co- 
ventry's Paraphrale of the Term, would be any Man's Glo- 
ry and not his Reproach, and ought to be coveted and not 
avoided) ſo both Mr. How and Mr. Alſop, do owe that 
ReſpeCt and Deference to their Whig and Phanatick Friends, 
who were the firſt Inventers of the Word, as to acquieſce 
in the Srgnificetion which they Stampt upon it. And ac- 
cording to the Valve which thoſe People deſign'd it ſhould 
be Current at, it is no more nor leſs than the Fuqivalent of 


Rogue and Raſcal; the latter being only of Coarſer _— 
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but the ſame in Exchange, and on the Balance of Trafick 
in the mutual Communication of Thoughts, with the 
former. Which therefore to beſtow upon Mr. How, muſt 
be very unmannerly, rude, and injurious in Mr. Alſop ; 
unleſs he have more Acquaintance with that Gentleman's 
Political and Moral Principles and Practices, than I, who 
do not pretend to the Honour of Converſling with him, 
could have imagined that he was embued with. But on 
{uppoſition, that Mr. A/ſop is not altogether miſtaken in 
his Idea of that Presbyterian Divine; yet there were other 
ways of Penance, which might have been Preſcribed unto 
him, for the having Written the Forementioned Preface, 
than to be thus brought forth as a Kxave in the View of 
the World, in Caſtigation and Puniſhment of that Offence. 
For, if I be not very much miſinformed, Mr. How is no leſs 
ready to make Attonement for Crimes of this kind, than 
he is Icclinable to Commit them. And Mr. A!/op might 
have found other Kinds and Degrees of Eccleſiaſtical Dilci« 
pline to have adjudged him nato, than to Tranſmit him 
down to Poſterity to ſtand Regiſtred in the Dypticks of the 
Church by the Name and Charater of a Trimmer ; which] 
Believe, as well as Fear, will give a very odd Fignre of 
a Divine, and eſpecially of one of his Eminency. 


But the next Perſonal Reftedion for which I am to call 
Mr. Alfeptoan Account, is that which he hath ventured, 
without the leaſt Provocation given, againſt a Learned and 
Holy Divine, and one who is a very uſeful and Succeſsful 
Preacher of the Goſpel, and as well equal both to the for- 
mer and to himſelf in whatſoever deſerves Eſteem and 
Commendation,as Superior to them in Uprightneſs and In- 
regrity. The Perſon I mean, is the Reverend Mr. Danie/ 
Burgeſs, to whom tho Ihbe altogether a Stranger, yet I do 
fo well know his Worth and Merit, that. I do-hold my ſelf 
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in Duty and Juſtice obliged to do him Right. Nor has 
it been without Surprize and Aſtoniſhment, that I have 
found Mr. Alſop's Picquancy and Satyriſm to lye chiefly 
againſt thoſe both of his own Order, and of the Rank of 
Diſſenters. As if at the ſame time, that both all the Re- 
putation he hath attained unto, and the Plentiful, if not 
Opalent, Condicion nnto which he is raiſed, is through his 
being accounted a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and a Nonconfor- 
miſt Preacher, his Wrath and Malice were Particularly Le- 
veiled againſt thole of the Eccletaſtick Tribe, and Paſtoral 
Cbaratter , and elpecially againſt them of that Qualit 
amongſt the Diſenters. And whereas, as great and Excel. 
lent a Perſon as either the Nation, or the Churches of any 
Denominaticn in. England, can boaſt of, thought him long 
ago Worthy of the Title (and accordingly beſlowed on 
him) of Martin Mar-Prelxte , he» may through the Im- 
provements which he hath made fince, in the PerfeQtions 
which procured him that Honourable Name , have his 
Stile now Enlarged and be called the Marphorio and Paſquiz 
upon the whole Szcerdotal Order, and the Satyrical Reviler 
ot them of the Miniſterial Funition, Nor would it exceed 
the Bounds and Rules of a reaſonable Jealouſie, to ſuſpet 
that his Buffooneries and Invetives againit ſo many of them, 
is not ſo much from any Quarrel he has with their Perſons, 
as from a Prejudice he bears againſt their Office, and from 
Latent ill will to their Lord and Maſter, whoſe Ambaſſadors 
they are. And this Apprehenſion would ſeem the more 
Tultifiable, inthat thoſe of them whom he chiefly lingleth 
out to Ridicule and Lampoon, are ſuch who do not only 
appear Adorned more Diſtinguiſhingly than others, 
wich thoſe Accompliſhments and Vertues required in 
Biſhops and Paſtors, but whoſe Labours God doth moſt 
ſgnally Bleſs in the Converſion of Sinners,and in the Build- 
ing up of Believers. _ 
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'*Ti5 true, that neither the Sacred Charafter which 
they bear, nor the Renewing and SanQtifying Grace of 
God, doo far Elevate them above the Rank ot other mer, 
bur that they will have ſome Humane Weakneſſes and 
Imperte&ions cleaving unto and accompanying them ; 
which nevertheleſs ought not only to have ſome Indul- 
gence ſhowed them on the Foot of the Common and un- 
avoidable Frailttes of our Nature, but in deference to 
their Office, and out of Reſpet to him whoſe Servants 
they peculiarly are. And where their Faults are not E. 
normous, nor the EfteQs of Inſincerity, their Reputation 
ſhould be held as Sacred as their Office and Charatter are. 
Nor can a Clzrgy-man be Expoſed or made Cheap, without 
both the deſigning and the doing more conſequential Hurt 
to the Souls of men, who would otherwiſe attend upon, 
and might receive beftcfir by their Miniſtry ; and the 
affording more Ground ro the Prophane of Contempt, 
as well as a Neglect of thoſe Ordinances, which Chrift 
t>.th appointed them to be the Diſpenſers of ; than the 
Tnjury done immediately to themſelves can amount unto, 
or the Diverſion and Pleaſure of doing it can any ways 
Excuſe, Yea, in all Caſes where the Faults of Miniſters 
are not palpably Notorious as well as Groſs, and where 
the Paſtor doth not by his B«foorry both diſgrace and 
renounce his Charaery, and lay afide the Parſon as ſoon as 
he comes oat of the Pulpit, to put on and act the Dro! 
and Merry Anirew; it is an Indiſpenſible Duty in all that 
would ſh-w rhemſelves either Virtuous or well-bred, to 
cover and conceal.them as much as may be : And the Tref. 
paſſing on the other hand, by detecting and publiſhing of 
them, where there 15 no need for, or publick advantage 
ariſing by it, is very Heinouſly Criminal at the Tribunal 
above, whatever- it be reckoned at your Benches of Judi- 
cature here below. ; 
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And to repreſent a Miniſter as a Fool, to be made a Jef 
of (while he doth not abandon and diſclaim the Sacred Cha- 
rafter through an AﬀeCtation of Appearing and being a 
Fack-Pudding) diſcovereth both Malice againſt the Office, 
and is more calculated to bring Diſhonour upon our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, than to tell of Twenty Failures, or Exceſles, 
to which they are Incident with other men ; and from which 
neither their Charater, nor the Meaſures of Grace. which 
God thinks fit to Communicate to any degrees of Men in 
this Life, can wholly preſerve and ſecure them, And of 
all things the Sa/ies of Wit, and ſometimes the indiſcreet 
and impertinent Excurſions of a Luxuriant Fancy , are not 
only the moſt Pardonable, but ought to be leaft taken no. 
tice of, Our Jmazinations not being ſo intirely under the 
Condu& and Command of 'our Reaſons, as our other Pow- 
ers and Faculties are. Yea, our very Paſſions are more in 
ſubjetion to the Dominion, Reſtraint and Curb of our 
Minds, than the ſudden and unforeſeen Starts, Eruptions 
and Bounces of an impregnated and warm Fancy , are 
found to be, Yea, ſuch is ſometimes the . Misfortune of 
thoſe who are Endowed with the vaſteſt degrees of Preg- 
nancy of Fancy, that they loſe more of their Credit in be- 
ing thought and held Wife Men, by the venting of One Im- 
pertinent and Foppiſh thing, than a long Courſe of Refer. 
ved and Prudent Conduct will again reſtore them unto. So 
far is that Apothegm»from being Exaitly and Univerſally 
true, that be who is wiſe all day, can never be a bool at night ; 
that for a perſon, whom the greateſt part of his Life hath 
ſhewed to be really modelt, diſcreet and wiſe, to be but 
Guilty of -One ſignal Impertinence and Blunder, may be 
ſuch a Blot in his Scutcheon, as nothing can ever raſe out or 
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Ner would 1 in theſe Sheets have with ſo much Picquancy 
taken notice of Mr. Alſop's Claim unto, and pretended Ex- 
erciſe of Wt, but that it is all of that kind which both flow. 
eth from a want of true Judgment, and of accurate Senſe, 
and is the Reſult of the deliberate Choice of a depraved 
Will. For though not only the haſly overflowing of a Fer. 
tile and Rich Fancy, which are for the moſt part immediate. 
ly retracted after their precipitant Ebullitions, but the mozus 
primo primi of our Wills, while not afterwards conſented to 
and approved of, ought to be conſtrued for eaſily pardona- 
ble, it not held Yenial among men towards one another 
(though they be Expreſſive of the Corruption of our Na- 
tures, and have the Taint of Pravity as well as of Guilt 
upon them) yet ſtudied and affetted Lightneſſes, Jeers and 
Sareaſms, -are to be accounted both groſs Immoralities and 
prodigious Follies, and to be accordingly rebuked and repri- 
manded. However, as to my ſelf I doeſteem it an happi- 
neſs, and do heartily bleſs God for ir, that 1 am not furniſh. 
ed with a Faculty pregnant with little Airy Conceits, but 
that I havemy Thoughts under the Antecedent Government, 
as well as under the poſterior Examination and Cenſure of my 
Reaſon. But having on the Occaſion of a Perſonal Reflei. 
on on Mr. Daniel Burgeſs, taken the Liberty to offer thoſe few 
things to the Conſideration of mankind,- whici I have now 
delivered, in order to their improvement in a Reſerved, Diſ- 
creet, and Modeſt Condutt ; I ſhall now more particularly 
conſider the Rude, Unmannerly, and Barbarous Reflettion it 
ſelf, and ſhew, that as there was no juſt Provocation given 
to Mr. Alſop for the publiſhing ſuch a thing if it had been 
true, fo there was not the leaſt Ground for raiſing ſuch a Re- 
port, butthat it was all malicious Fiftion, and a Romantick. 
Story invented by the Atheiſtical and Prophane. The Oc- 
caſion of publithing the Story was this, namely, That Mr. 
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Alfop having faid, p. 29. of his Faithful Reb. to a Falſe 
Rep. © Thar the Nine Brethren, who for, and in hopes of 
« Peace, had ſigned the former Paper, had their Hands, 
* Heads, and Hearts too, in the forming, wording, and aſ- 
«* ſenting to the Third. Whereunto Mr. Lobb return'd, in 
way of Anſwer, p. 79. of his Def. of the Rep. © That ſe- 
« veral of the Vine had very lately declared their Approba- 
&© tion of the firit Paper, and one of them in particular 
& had told him, That Mr. A//op was guilty of a Notorious 
&« Falſhood, 1n ſaying, That the Individual ' Nine had their 
«© Hands, their Heads, and their Hearts, in the forming , 
« wording, and aſlenting to the Third Paper ; for he had 
& neither Hand, Head, nor Heart in it. 


Now it was meerly upon this, and upon no Offence com- - 
mitted, that Mr. A/ſop replies, p. 140. of his Vindzc. of the 
Faithful Reb. That if anv one of the Reverend Nine-Pins has 
been Tipt down, and denied his Agreement to the Third Paper ; 
is more than he had done before his Brethren : Nor is he at all 
concerned ; for as he dare not (ſays he) Pin his Faith upon his 
Sleeve, ſo neither will he hang upon his Cloak, leſt he ſhould un- 
Button the Loop, and let him drop into the bottomleſs Pit, as 
tis ſaid he threatued ſome of his Auditors ; and that if he 
has that ſlippery Trick with him, he would neither be in kis 
Cloaths, nor hang on his Cloak, for a Groat. 


But having already taken notice of the Impiouſneſs, as 
well as of the Buffoonry of theſe Paſſages, all I ſhall do 
now, ſhall be only to Animadvert upon the Fabulouſneſs 
and Falſeneſs of the Story, upon which Mr, 4/ſop has had - 
the Inſolence to Reflett and Droll on a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel. For that which makes the Defamation the more bar- 
Darous-in it ſe, and the more inhumane rowards a Friend, : 
25 well as facrilegious, in reference to one that is a Divine; 
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is' it's being founded upon a Fiction and a Lye, and of 
which Vir. -/op could pretend to no Intelligence, fave by 
ſome vain and Fooliſh Report. For all that he pretends to 
ſuperitruc this detrattive Refletion upon, is, it's havins 
been ſaid that he threatued ſome of his Auditors ſo; which 
was too ſlender and ſandy a Foundation upon which to make 
a Reverend Brother, and a Faithful Ambaſſador of Jelus 
Chriſt, the Subje& of Impious and wanton Sport. For 
- knowing how prone the Atheiſtical and Prophane are to 
invent Stories, whereby to render thoſe of the Paſtoral 
Order Ridiculous, he ought neither by the Rules of Reli- 
gion, nor of good manners, to have given the leaſt Ear 
to it, and much leſs to have darcd to publiſh it, without 
the higheſt degrees of Moral Certainty, as to the Truth of 
it, Andif allthe idle and defamatory Stories, invented by 
the Graceleſs Rabble, and Impious Wits, againſt Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, ſhould with the like Licentiouſneſs be ſpread 
and divulged by one of their own Order, and the Word and 
Authority of a Prieſt laid to Pledge in Juſtification of them; 
I will be bold to ſay, That there are few Divines in and a- 
bout Loxdon, but who would as juſtly ſtand Obnoxious to be 
called Knaves and Villains, as Mr. Burgeſs, by reaſon of the 
fore-mentioned Exprellion, is Expoſed to be made a Feſt of. 
And he that hath been ſo Liberal in beſtowing the CharaCt- 
er of Lying and Slaxdering Tongue again and again upon Mr. 
Lobb (only for repreſenting him modeſtly and truly) and of 
Aﬀirming, That the Elegant Figure with which he hath embel- 
liſh'd his whole Diſcourſe of the Defence of the Report, is purus, 
patus, ſataniſmus. Vid. p. 25. ub: ſupra; ſhould not have 
been ſo forward in recciving and publiſhing Falſehoods of o- 
thers, unleſs he takes his own Province ro be incroached 
upon, and is offended that any ſhould believe or diſperſe 
Falſchoods beſides himſelf, or that they ſh@uld preſume to 
rob him of Purus, Putus, Sataniſmus, bring a Rhetorick he 
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is admirably verſed in. And upon whoſe peculiar Rignt 
and Title thereunto, as Mr. Lobb hath not hitherto broken 
in, by any thing that he hath written of Him; ſo I dare 
ſay, that he will neither diveſt Him of that Priviledge 
hereafter (wherein it would ſeem He claims a Mozopoly) 
nor envy His ſingle and quiet Poſſeſſion of it. For as he 
has both Chalk'd out for Himſelf an Imployment, and 
given a Proof of his Qualifiedneſs for the diſcharge of it, 
which no man hath been heretofore ſo impudently Villain- 
ous as to venture upon, namely, of being the Publiſher as 
well as the Licenſer of all the Lyes, which any have the 
Vanity or Malice to bring unto him ; ſo I doubt not but 
he would have had the Pride to think he ſhould have 
Authenticated, and made them Current, by affixiag un- 
to them the Name and Seal of Fincent Alſop, Presbyteri- 
an Preacher in Weſtminſter ; were it not that I have 
poſſibly blaſted his Credit. And he being both the late 
Inventor, and admirably skilled in the uſing this Engine 
of Slander and Defamation, whereby the moſt Eſtabliſh'c 
Reputation of the Wiſeſt and Beſt Men, is Blown up, 
without their having Means left them of preventiag, or ' 
of countermining it; it is a pity but that either by P#- 
tent, or by Statute he ſhould, during his Natural Life, 
have the whole Benefit that accrueth by it ; and that he 
may with all, have a Baag appointed Him ; by the wears 
ing whereof, and by ſome Engravement over his Door, 
importing his Office and Charatter, all people. may know 
where the Divslger of Lyes dwells ; and who is allotted 
to be Chief Agent inthe Traffick of -Falſhood. To which, 
in manners, I ought -to ſubjoyn, That I wiſh him Joy 
in his Office, and that all the Succeſs may Attend him 
which he deſerves, _— that none may hereafter 
Credit him out of the Pulpit, whatever they may do in 
4t, For certainly that Perſon _ the Diverſity of his 
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lents-, who ſaid ſhe never cared to ſee Him, or to hear 
Him, but in and from the fore-mentioned Place. 


Nor could I have gueſſed upon what Motive he has 
Printed fo Falſe, Impudent, *and Diſgracetul a Story, but 
that he hath let me into the Reaſon, Myſtery and Se» 
cret of it, by 2 Key of his own Fabr:cking, p. 103. of 
the Vindication of his Faithful Reb, where pretending to 
give an Account of the Oppoſition made to Mr. W:li- 
ams's Arminian and Socinianizing Notions, he reſolves 
it into this, namely, That if God hath given him an Uſe- 
ful and Profitable way of Preaching the Goſpel, he may be. 
maligned on that account. If he hath made too great a, Fi- 
gure in the World, and born too great a port, that might 
araw on him the Evil Eye, &c. Which by changing the 
Tables, and inverting the Proſpe&t to the *tother End, 
gives us a True Ground of Mr. A/ſop's Wrath againite 
Mr. Burgeſs, and of his defaming him after the Inhu- 
mane, as well as Unchriſtian manner that he hath done. 
For finding Himſelf Ecl:pſed in the Vain Glory which he 
Aims at by his Preaching, (inſtead of his deſigning and 
purſuing the Honour of our Logd Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Benefit of the Souls of Men) through the great and de- 
ſerved Eſteem which Perſons of the firit Rank, Qnalt- 
ty, and Senſe, as well as others of all Conditions, have of 
Mr. Burgeſs's Sound and Edifying Miniſtry, the Vain, Sel- 
fiſh, and Haughty Man is hereupon exaſperated , and 
trom thence' cares not of what diſſervice it may be to our 
Bleſſed Lord, nor of what prejudice it may prove to the 
Souls of Men, provided He may but depreſs Mr. Burge/s 
in the Veneration, Reverence and Love that are paid him, 
and by turving Him into a Jeſt, get orhers both to de- 
ipife. and abandon Attendance on his Preaching, 


But 
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But though this appears to be the Grand Inducement 
upon which he hath treated him after the foregoing man- 
ner, yet I doubt not of his finding Himſelf by thistime 
wondertully diſappointed in the Exd which He had pro- 
poſed, and that the Mize which He had laid for the Blow. 
ing up the Reputation of a Revererd Divine, hath re- 
verted, and ſprung againſt Himſelf, and ſhattered his 
own, and that inſtead of Diminiſhing Mr. Burgeſs's Cre: 
dit, or leſſening his Aſſembly in the leaſt, he hath both 
ſtrangely dilguſted the Sohereſt of his ow. n Auditors, and 
ſunk his Eſteem amongſt them, both as an Honeſt Man, 
and a Miniſter of the Goſpel, beyond the . poſſibility, as 
well as the likelihood of his Recovering and Repairing 
it. 

There remains yet one Perſona! ReflefFion more of Mr. 
Alſop's, for which I ought both in Reaſon and Conſci- 
ence to give him Chaſftiſement. But it being ſo heinouſly 
Immoral, as weil as Indecent, that it is in a manner be. 
yond the Pen. TI am afraid to call him to account, leſt I 
ſhould be Tranſported to uſe the Fernwls with too much 
Rigour, and thereupon maim, or wound, when my only 
delign is gently to Corredt him. For as if it were not a 
thing ſhameful, and Criminal in Mr. A//op, to have at- 
tack*d and ſullyed the Reputation of the Living, he hath 
Tygerouſly fallen upon the Dead, and Endeavoured to 
Blacken their Memory, And as if that Old Brutal Pagaz 
were Revived in Him, whoſe Loathlſome CharaQter it is 
in Hiſtory, to have ſaid, T hat nothing ſmelled ſo ſiveet as 
the flench of a Dead Enemy; He ſeems to have his 
mind delighted, his Spirits Exhilerated, and all his Sen- 
ſes gratified by his viewing the Corps, fixing his Eye up- 


on, and holding his Noſe over the Aſhes of Two aan 
. | ren 
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rend and Holy Divines, lately deceaſed ; and inſtead of 
ſuffering them to reſt in their Graves Embalm'd in the 
-ſweet Odours, that excellent Learning, ſevere Piety, -uſe. 
ful Preaching, and all the Flowers of Exemplary Virtue 
that grow in,and are to be gathered either out of the Fields 
of Morality,or from the Encloſed and Cultivated Garden of 
the Goſpel, are adapted to give a {weet and pleaſant ſcent 
of to ſuch as view their Tombs, and Reflz&t upon and Ex. 
amine their Lives; he hath without Licenſe or Authority, 
carried them into his Anatomy-Ofice, and hath there not on- 
ly difſe&ted them, and defaced their ſhapes by Tearing 
them Limb from Limb, and frript them of all that was 
Amiable and Odoriferous abour them , but hath wrapt 
them in Filtia and Naſtineſs, and then hung them up in 


Effezie. 


Now it having been the Wiſdom and Care of every Na- 
tion, tizat hach heen any ways Civilized, to provide by . 
Laws againſt all Injuries, which the Brutal part of Man- 
kind might perpetrate towards the Dead ; and it having 
paſs'd into a Proverb univerſally received, That we ſhould 
tread ſoftly upon their Graves , yea, it being the Intereſt of 
the Living (through a Conſulting what may be their own 
Caſe) to Revenge the Wrongs done to the Memories of 
the Deceaſed ; I ſhall therefore take a little notice of this 
Inhumanity of Mr. A//op towards Two lately departed 
Divines. And bur a little, leſt through Reſentment of the 
Injury done to them, I ſhould be hurried into Exceſles a- 
eainft Mr. 4//op, which I would not willingly be Guilty 
of, T1 Rejoyce ( faith he) heartily, that we have at length 
heard ſome Tydings of Faith and Repentance, in order to 
onr diſcharge from Puniſhment, which were wholly loft in the 
Report : ſo much do we ove to the Seaſonable Deaths of Two 
Antinomians, under whoſe Influence he then was, - and to the 

; Lives 
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Lives of two Sound Divines, under whoſe Awe he now is, 
P. 143. of the Vindication of the Faithful Reb, 

In reference to which Paſſages I ſhall, with all the Bre- 
vity I can, obſerve Three Things. 


Firſt, That the Expreſſion of, The Seaſonable Deaths of 
My. Cole and Mr. Mather,” is Brutal and Barbarous, as 
well as Immoral and Qnchriſtian. And that it argueth a 
ſtrange Malignancy of . Temper, and a Secret Enmity a- 
gainſt the Glory of God, and the good of Souls, tobe thus 
in his Exaltations of Mirth, for the Death of Two Faith. 
ful Labourers in the Work of the Lord, and in the ſaving 
of Souls ; while all of true Piety or Good Judgment, who 
knew them, were afflictedly bewailing their Loſs, as a 
Wonderful Damage to the Church of God ; and which 
nothing could have brought them to a ſubmiſſive and qui. 
et Acquieſcence in, but the-Conſideration of the Will of 
the Great Sovereign, who giveth no account of his mar- 
' ters, beſides his pleaſure, and a ſteddy Faith, that there is 
with him the Reſidue of the Spirit, whereby to qualifie 0- 
thers to repleniſh and fill their Poſts. And wholoever he 
be that doth thus Exalt and Triumph over the Deaths of 
Two Eminently Virtuous, Pious, and Qſeful Perſons, and 
that Envieth both us and chem the Elegies which are made 
upon them, I will preſume to ſay of him, That as he can 
never hope to dye the Death of the Righteous, nor to de+ 
ſerve the Burial of a Man ; fa all he can expet, is to de- 
part under the Infamy (if he Eſcape the Horror) of the 
Wicked, and to have his Reſemblance per5etuated by ſuch 
an Epitaphas would be written upon a 7yger or a Bear. 


The Second Thing which I would obſerve in reference to 
the foregoing Citation, is his tyling them Known Antino- 
mans 
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wians, which is a Falſhood that Thoulands can controul, 
and prove the Contradictory of, For though, upon more 
Experience of the Law of the Spirit of Life and greater 
inward Senſations of the Power of the Divine Life, than 
God is pleaſed to Priviledge and Honour People of Mr. 4t- 
ſs Wanton Wit, and Hanghty Petulant Humour with, 
they might think ſome Terms Which others ſtake them- 
ſelves down unto, to be too ſcanty, narrow. and flat by 
which to expreſs their own Feelings, and the Concep» 
tions which they had thereupon ;. yet they were as far 
from being Antinomians, as they were from being either 
SOCinians Or Arminians. 

Nor is it unworthy of Remark, That men of the beſt 
Hearts, and the Cloſeſt Communion with Ged, have not 
uſually the moſt diſtinQÞ and perſpicuous methods of clo- 
thing and delivering their Notions; And the Reaſon is 
obvious, in that while others form both their Divinity 
Schemes, and Hunt for Ihnguage wherein to Array them, 
from the T heolpgick Chairs, and the Rhetorical Desks ; bor- 
rowing their Tenets from the Syſtematick Dofors , and 
thejr Phraſes from 4he Maſters of Qratory, the former,do 


in Conſiſtency with, and in Subordination to Scriptural - 


Revelation, Form divers of their T heological. Notions from, 
and by their Internal Feelings. And though they may 
thereupon ſometimes differ from ſuch as. have only read 
and meditated , but have never fe? ; yet when they 
come to beask'd and adviſed with concerning what they 
mean, their Opintons are found in Effet to be the ſame 
with theirs who accuſe and Reproach them, only they 
have an Ar and Meer of Spirituality, which- their Adver- 
faries do deride, through, want of Enlightacd, Elevated, 
and Qualified Faculties, whereby todiſcern thele Beauties. 
Nor will I, deny them to have been leſs fond*of the Union, 


than ſeveral of their Brethren were, yet it was not from 
. any 
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any Picque again{t Presbyteriars in general, and much leſs 
from an univerſal diſlike of their Principles, as if they were 
ſuch as made them unmeet upon any Terms to be Cement- 
ed and Sodered with ; but it was out of a Jealouſy that rhere 
were ſomeamong them of the Spirit of Dictrephes, and of 
the Temper of Demas, who would thro? the Union endeave 
our to uſurp a Juriſdiction over all the Brethren, and who 
would ferve their own Ends, and thoſe of a Faltion, upon, 
and by means of the Common Agreement. And I do wiſh 
that their previous Apprehenſions and Fears 'had not. been 
both juſtified #nd confirmed by too many Overt- Als and 
ſenſible Proofs ſince, 


The 7hird Thing that I would Animadvert upon, is Mr. 
Lobb's having been under the Awe of thoſe {wo Keverend Per- 
+ ſons ;, whereas I can boldly afhrm, That the contrary is ful- 
ly known to all that are acquainted with him, or who 
have had Experience of his Uprighrneſs and fntegrity. For 
tho he be none of your huffing touncing people, yet heis of 
that Manly. and Chriſtian Fortitude, as not to ſuffer his 
Underſtanding and Faith to be preſcribed ucto by any, 
ſave by the Supreme Veracious Being, Bur it is one of 
Mr. -4/op*s Creeping and Sneaking Artfices, to draw other 
Mens Pittures by his own Original, and from his being a litcke 
pitiful 7ool himſelf, to conclude that others are a!fo 10: And 
that becauſe he is under the Government of no Principles, 
unleſs of Pride, Paſſion and Vanity, &c. to believe rhe 
ſame of thoſe who have an Uprightneſs to let nothing ſway 
' them, beſides the Dittamina of Conſcierice, founded upon and 
guided by Revelation and Reaſon. | 


And thus I have at laſt finiſhed my Examen -of Mr. 4/- 
ſop's way of writing ; and though in ſome places it be 
done with ſome meaſure of Smartnels, through a concerti- 

cdnels ., 
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edneſs for the Truths of God, the Reputation of good men, 
and for preſerving the Churches from being infected with 
Errors, and the being depraved by Vicious and Corrupt Ex- 


amples ; yet it hath been done with the manners of a Gen- - 


tleman, it not with the Learning of a Scholar : moſt of 
the Salt and Pepper, as well as of Vinegar, which it would 
have born, being reſerv'd tll the next Rancounter with 
Mr. 4/fop, if he Co think it- for his Advantage to throw 
himſclt in my way again, armed with. Porcupine Quills, Fog- 
giſh Briſtles, or with Don Quixot's Sword, Lance and Hel- 
met, For Tamreſolved to put an End to Mr. Alſop's way 
of writing, and to baniſh it, as to Miniſters, . out of the 
Precints of the Nation, as well as out of the Purlieus 
of Churches, or elſe to finiſh my Days in the Underta- 
king and Atchievement, And which conſidering my 
Years, :s well as my Health and Vigour , may not, ac- 
cording to the Courſe of Nature, tall out before his, 
whoſe Dotage, and his being already twice a Child, pro- 
claims .him ſuperannuated. - Only one Admonition I do 
here think fit to give, That all concerned may be upon their 
Guard, namely, That the Gentlemen who write for the 
Theatre and Stage, finding themſelves attack'd upon the 
Score of their Prophanenelis, 'and their turning Religion 1n- 
to Ridicule, are thinking of making Kepriza/s upon thoſe 
of the Clergy ; which if they ſhould be ſo ill-natur'd and 
revengeful as to-do, Mr. A!ſep, the Presbyterian Preacher, 
will be found to have out-done the moſt Libertine and Lt- 
centious among the Poe:s , in all- that is Unmannerly, 
Rude, Clowniſh, detrative and Impious. And his ha» 
ving Interlop'd upen them in their Trade, Faculty and 
Taleat, may ſo Juſtly provoke them, that I ſhall no ways 
wonder, if they ſeize upon his Cargo, and expoſe it to Sale 
at their Auion-Houſes, in Lincolns-Inn- Fields and Covent» 
Garden, to whoſoever will Lid moſt for it. + 
or 
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For if we may take a meaſure of the Lightneſs, Buf- 
foonry , Petulancy, and Prophaneneſs of thoſe of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Order, by the Presbyterian Preacher at Weſt- 
minſter ; the Palpit is equally, if not more ſcandalous 
than the Stage, and they who are Caled Preachers of the 
Goſpel, and are dad for Theological Authors, do as much 
need to be reformed, as they who do write Comedies and 
Tragedies for the Theatre. Only the Crime is much 
more heinous in the Former than in the Latter, both 
becauſe of their different CharaQters, and of the Reſpe- 
_ Ends which they are ſeverally ſuppoſed to de- 
ign. 


And truely tho? my 7alert doth not lye that way, yet 
if my Morals would have Allowed me, I thought to 
have made an Eſſay in reducing Mr. A!/ſops Writings 1n- 
to a Farce ( that being the whole of what is Relliſhing- 
ly divertive, which they are capable of being form'd in» 
to) and to have made vim and Mr. Williams the Princi» 
pal AfCtors, and to have Introduced ſome of the young 
unthinking Preachers about the Town, to have Clap? at 
whatſoever their Wit and Manners would have found an 
agreableneſs in, or at leaſt to have danced to an Aorx 
Pipe and a Fews Trump in the Interludes. But I do fuf- 
pend the preſcribing and adminiſtring of that He/ebore, 
till I ſee how Geatler Phyſick will work with them: 
Which tho? a little Bitter, 1s -not only made palatable but 
dulcified, by means of the vehicle into whieh it is in- 
fuſed and mixed. So that all which I have to add is to 
you, Reverend Paftors and Brethren of the Congregatioual 


' perſwafion, In order to beg your Forgiveneſs, for bntitling 


you to a 7rifle, ſo much below your merit and worth : 
It 


